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ADVERTISEMENT.

THOSE parts of the following History

that are included between brackets thus [ j,

are the words of the Publisher Mr. Jonathan

Edwards, Minister of Northampton in NeW"

England, for the most part summarily re-

presenting the chief things contadned in Mr^
Brainerd's Diary r the rest is the account

that he gives of himself in his private writings,

in his own words,.
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AN

EXTRACT
OF THE

LIFE
OP THE LATK

RfiY. DAVID BRAINERD*.

PART n

From hu birthy to the time when he began to devote himfelf

to the ftudy of divinity.

MR. David Bratnerd was bom April 20, VllK
at Haddam, a town belonging to the county

of Hartford, in the colony of Conne6ticut» New-
England. His father* who died when he was about
nine years of age, was the Worfhipful Hezekiah
Brainerd, Efq. one of* his Majefty's council for that

colony» and the fon of Daniel Bralnerd^ Efq. a juf<-

tice of the i>eace, and a deacon of the church in

Haddam. His mother was Mrs. Dorothy Hobart,
.daughter to ^e Rev; Mr. Jeremiah Hobart» who
preached awhile at Topsfield, and thien removed to

'

Hempftead on Long-iflan^, and afterwards came and ''

fettled in the work of tlie miniftry at Haddam ; •

where he died in the 85th year of his age : of which

'

it is remarkable^that he went to the puj^lic worlhip

iH'
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in the forenooni and died in his chair between xneet-

Mr. David Brainerd was the third Ton of his

parents. They had five fons and four daughters.

Their elded fon is Hezekiah Brainerd, Efq. a jullice

of the peace, and for feveral years paft a reprefenta-

tive of the town of Haddam, in the general afTembly

of Connedticut colony* The fecond was the Reverend
Nehemiah Brainerd, a worthy minifter at Eaftbury

in Connedlicut, who died of a Confumption Nov.
10, 1742. The fourth is Mr. John Brainerd^ who
fucceeds his brother David, as xniilionary to the In-

dians, and pallor of the fame church of chriftian

Indians in New Jerfey : and the fifth was Ifrael, late

fiudent at Yale college in New-Haven, who died

Ance Lis brother David.---Mrs. Dorothy Brainerd

having lived feveral years a widow, died when her

fon David was about fourteen years of age : fo that in

his youth he w^s left both fatherlefs and motherlefs..

[What account he has given of himfelf, and his owa
life, inay be feen in what follows.}

I
WAS, I think, from my yomh, fomething fober^

and inclined to melancholy, but do not remember
any convidlion of finj> worthy of remark, till I was
feven or eight years of age ; when I gtew terrified at
the thoughts of death, and was driven to the per^*

formance of duties ;. this religions concern was (hoft-

lived. However, 1 fbmedines attended fecret pray-

er ; and thus lived at <* eafe in Zion, though without

God in the world," ti^l was above thirteen years of
age. But in the winter 173^, I was fomething loufed

by the prevailing of a mortal ficknefs in Haddam« I
was frequent, condant^ and fomething fervent in

duties, and took delight in reading, efpecially Mr.
Janeway's Token for Children ; I was fometimes muchi
melted in duties, and took great delight in the per-

formance of them. The Spirit of God at this time
proceeded far with me» I was remarkably dead ta'

the world, and my thoughts were almoil wholly em-
ployed about my foul's coacerus ^ I may indeed fay,,

•' Almuft

"*;,
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<• Almoft I wafi p«rfuaded cj b« a Chriftian." J was
alfo exceedingly di(^reiled at the death of my mother,

in Marchy 1730* Bu| afterwards my reUaious con-

cern declinecly and I Vy degrees fell back into fe^

curity, though I ftill attended (o fecret pfrayer. r^

About the. 15th of April I733» I remayed from

my father's houfe to £a(l-Haddam, where I fpent

four years. Here I Went in a round of fecret du^y«

I was not mucK addi^ed to youag con^pany ; but;

when } did go into it» I never returned, with fo goo4'

a confcience as I went ; it always added ,new g^ilt to

me« and made me afraid to come to the throne of

grace. ; ...

About the laUer end of April 1737» being full

nineteen, I removed to Durham> and began to work
on my farm) and fo continued till I was twenty years

old i Uiough frequently longing after a liberal education.

When I was about twenty, I applied myfelf to ftudy»

and was engaged more than ever in the duties of re-

ligion. I became very watchful over my thoughts,^

words, and actions; and thought I mud be fOf be-

caufe I defigned to devote myfelf to the miniftry.

Some time in April 1738, I went to Mr. Fifke's

and lived with him du,ring his life*, and I remem-
ber^ he advifed me wholly to abandon young com-
pany, and aflbciate i^yfelf with grave elderly, peo-

ple, which counfeV I followed, and my manner of
life was now exceeding regular. I read my Bible more
than twice through in lef» than a year. I fpent much
time every day in fecret prayer, and other fecret duties }.

I gave great attention to the word preached, and env

deavourcd to my utmofl:^ to retain it* So muchxon-
cerned was I about religion, that X agreed with i^me
young perfons to meet privately on Sabbath^^ven*

ings for religious exer^ifes: and after our meeting,

was ended, I ufed to repeat the difcpurfes of, the

day to myfelf, and recolle<ft what I could, though;
fometimes it was late in the night. Again, on Mon-
day mornings I ufed fometimes to recollect the fame

fermons.

* Mr, Fiske was the pastor of the church ia Kaddani.'
i\f
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ferfnonit I had fometimes conflderable moTingi or
affeAions in duties, and much pleaTure therein.

After Mr. Fiike's death, I proceeded in my learn*

ing with my brother, and was ftill very conftant in-

religious duties. Thus I proceeded on 2, felf^rigbtiout'

foundation * ; dnd (hould (till, had not the mere mercy
of God prevented.

* Some time in the beginning of winter, anno I7S89.

it pleafed God^ on one Sabbath day morning, as 1
vlras walking out for fome feeref duties, to give me*
on a fudden, fuch a fenfe of my danger, and the-

wrath of God, that I ftood amazed^ and was much
didreiTed all that day, fearing the vengeance of God
would foon overtake me. 1 kept much alone, and
fometimes grudged the birds and beads their happi--

nefs, becaufe they were not expofed to eternal mifery*.

as I faw I was. And thus I lived from day to day^

in great diftrefs : fometimes there appeared mountains-

before zne to obftrudl my hopes of mercy : but 1 ufed^..

however, to pray and cry to God, and perform other-

duties with great earneflnefs.

Some time in February, 1738-9, I fet apart a day

-

for feCret fading and prayer, and fpent the fame in

almoA inceflant cries to God for mercy, that he
would open my eyes to fee the evil of fm, and the ^

way of life by Jefus Ghrift. God was pleafed that

day to make conflderable difcoveries of my heart'

to me, and to make my endeavours a means ta (hew

'

me my helpleffheft in fome meafure. 1 condantly

drove after whatever qualificatiom^ I imagined others ^

obtained before the reception of Chrid^ Sometimes

I felt the power of an hard hearty and fuppofed it

muft ht foftentd before Chrid would accept of me;-
and when I felt any meltings of heart, I hoped now
the work was almod done. And hence, when my
didrefs dill . remained, I was wont to murmur at

God's dealings with me, and thought, when others

felt^

* I dduBt that : I believe this wu True Religion as far at i|'

went.
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felt their htfartft foftened^ God (bewid thdm ibWcyy

but my diilrefs remttined ftiU. > a

Sometimes I grew nmfs and Jlvggijh^ wifti|)ut unit

Ip-eat convi^ious of fii^ fdr a confiderable tim« toge-

ther ; but aftei^ iiioh a feafon, conviAito feiised me
more violently. One night in partactdar, when I

was walking iblitarily abroadi 1 bad fuch a yie^ of

my filly that I feared the ground would deave afun^

der, and fend my foul quick into hell. And though

i was forced to go to bed, left my diftrefs flvoald be

difcovered by otners, which I much fbared ; yet I

Icarce durft deep at all, for X thought it woald be a
great wonder if I fliould be oHit of hell in the nrom*
mg. But though my d^'ftrcfs was thus great, yet I

dreaded the lofs of convidltons, and retummv back

to a date of f^curity, and to my former infeimbility

of impending wrath : this made nie exceeding

tx9& in my behaviour» left I ihould ftifle the motiont
of God's Spirit. ^:. onr *jir;«i

The many diiappointments and diftrefles I m^
wlth» put me into a moft horribU frame of canting ^th
the Almighty; with an. inward vehemence, findii^

fault with hi« ways of dealing with mankind. 1
found great fault with the iiaputation of Adam's fvA

to bis pofterity ; and my witked heart often Wiibid

for ^ome other way of falvation, than by Jefus OkiM
Iwi(hed fometimes there was no God^ or ^xat there

were iome other Qodtjbat could controiil hin^. Thi^
thoug^tts were frequeiltly «^ed before i< was* awatrei

but,, when I confidered tbis^ it diftireijttl nie^ to

^inkf that infiy heart was fd full of leniiiiiy^ti^ndift

God I said i^ made me tremble, left God'j ven^atiee
UiQul4 fuddeniy fell upon me. I ufed bdbte^ to

imagine my heart was not lb bad^ as the foriptureste^

prelented. Somettmesi I ufied to take much pains td

work It into an humble fiiSmiifive dffjkofitioii i but oii

a fudden, the thoughts of tiie ftriattefs of tile law, or
the ^vereignty of Gtid^ would fo iititate 'theOorrup^

tioiiifi my heart, thKt it would bmakovcT all bounds^
andtburftfort^ on all fides* likefldodsiof waiitcfii whetf

thejf b^eab dowp their dam. , i fiifu .0?.

While
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While I was m this diftreiTed ftate of,mind, the nr^

ruption of my heart was efpecially irritated with theii^

things following.

1. The JriSne/s of the divine law. ^ For I found it

was impoffible for me (after my atmoft pains) to an«
fwer the demands of it. I often made refolutions»

and as often broke them. I imputed the whole to

want of bein^ more watchful, and ufed to call my-
felf a fool for my negligence. But when, upon a
ftronger refolution, and greater endeavours, fading

and prayer, I found all attempts fail, then I quarrelled

with the law of God, as unreafonably rigid. I

thought, if it extended only to my outward adtions,

I could bear with it ; but I found it condemned me
for the iins of my heart, which I could not poflibly

prevent. I was extremely loath to give out, and own
jny utt^rr helpleflhefs; but after repeated difappoint-

inents, thought that, rather than perifh, I could do a
little more flill, efpecially if fuch and fuch circum^

llances.miglit but attend my endeavours. I hoped,

that I ihould drive more earneftly than ever, and
this hope of future, more • favourable circumftances,

9nd of doing fomething hereafter, kept me from ut-

ter defpair of myfelf, and from feeing myfelf fallen

Into the hands of God| and dependent on nothing

but boundlefs grace.

.n-% Another thing was, that faith along wsls the eon*

JkAon of falvation | and that God would not come down
ICO lower terms, that he would not promife life and
Advation i^'on my fincere prayers and endeavours.

That w^d, Mark xvi. 16. "He that believeth

not ;flialib^ damned," cut off all hope there. I

found) faith was the gift of God ; that 1 could not

get it of nt^elf, and could not oblige.God to beftow
it 'Upon me, by any of my performances, (Eph. ii. 1.'

8*) ** This/' I was ready tb fay, <* is a hard faying,

who C9&1 bear it V* 1 could not bear, that all 1 had
doneXhould ftand for mere nothing, who had Been
very confcientious in duty, and had been exceeding
religious a great while, and had (as I thought) d6ne
much more than many others that had obtained mer*

cy-
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vf» I confeffed indeed the vilenefs of mj duties i

but then, what made them at that time feem vile»

was my wandering thoughts in them ; not becaufe I

vras all o?er defiled, and the principle corrupt from
whence they flowed, fo that I could not podibly do
any thing that was good. And therefore I called

what I did, by the name of faithful endearoUrs, and
could not bear, that God had made no promiies of

falvation to them.

3. Another thing was, that I eould not find out

how to come to Chrift. I read the calls of Chrifty

made to the vueary and heavy laden ; but could find

no way that he directed them to come in. I thought I
would gladly come, if I knew hotut though the path

of duty directed to, was never fo difficult. Mr. Stod-

dard's Guide to Chrifiy did not tell me any thing

I could do, that would bring me to Chrift, but left

me as it were with a great gulf between me and
Chrift, without any direction to get through. For I
was not yet experimentally taught, that there could
be no way prefcribed, whereby a natural man could»

of his own iirength, obtain that which is fupernatU-

ral, and which the higheil angel cannot ^nve.

All this time the Spirit of God was powerfully at

work with me ; and I was inwardly prefled to relin-

quifti all felf-confidence^ all hopes of ever helping my-
felf by any means whatfoever. And the conviftion of
my loji edate was fomettmes fo clear, that it was as if

it had been declared to me in fo many words, << It is

done, it is for ever impoffible to deliver yourielf."

For about three or four days, my foul was thus dif-

treifed, efpecially at fome turns, when for a few
moments I feemed to myfelf loft and undone ; buO
then would ihrink back >iniinediately from the fighti

becaufe I dared not venture myfelf into the hands
of God, as wholly helplefs* n I dared not fee that im-
portant truth, that 1 was Jeeid in trefpajfes and Jins But
when I had thruft away thefe views of myfelf at any'
time, I was diftreifed to have the fame difcoveriM
again, for I greatly feared being given over of God
to final ftupidity. When I diought of putting it off

,^ ,,.#
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to.f fipff cofiv^mffif^fiafimf the connuftioa yns ib power-

ful witl» reg^i4it9r t^e proCent timet that it vtas the

lied tiiQe« aA4 prphal)!/. the only time, that I dar«d

1^^ tp put it P$ Itr>yt9/5 the tight of trulA, oonceriiing

jf^j(ei£f tru^k refpe^ng mK ftate, as a creature ifaUen

s^ld alienated; froX9 Qo4» and that conlbquently. could

if^^l^e np. demfinds. qn, G.o4 for mercy* my (bul flinink

abwaxfrpm^: l^oiiU^^enofafety in.ovmng myfelf in

tte hands of God» and that I could lay<no claim to

apy, thi?ig hf^teji th^nj dfunn^tion.

B,i;i^t aftie^ a( qoQride9:able time fpent in fuch. di(lre&

f^s, o^e mornjiigf. ^ile: I was walking in a folitarf^

plaqe* as vfualu I at once faw that allmy contrivances

tp procurerfajy^tiopi for myielfi were utterly in vam:
I.was brought quite to a, ftand as finding myfelf totally

li^. I h^d tl^ought many times* that the difficulties

^ere very, ^^leaj y but now I faw» in a* very diierent

lij^ht, that It w^ for ever impoffible for me to do any
thing towards; d^livTering myiel£ I then thought of
bj^^^g. ]gayfe.^f,. that l< had: not done more,, while I

ha^|, opportunity ; (for it feemed now. as if the feaibn

of doii^ wasfoi:e>^r overand gone;) but linftontly

faw, that let me have done what I would, it would
np.mpre l>9)Ve teu4ed: to my helping, myfelf, than what
I^had done;, that I had made, all the pleas I ever

cpttid have made to all eternity, and that all my-

pf^a^s were yain* Xhe tumult that had been before

in. my miu4> was now jutete^/; and I wasfomethiug
e^e4 of thf^t diftirefs which I felt, while ftruggling

agsun^(l a fight of myfelf* Ihad the greateil certainty

thf^t n^y toc^ '^as for. ever miferablei for all that I

cpuJf^ <^o ; ai^.,w^s ,almoifl aftoniihed that I had never

be^i^ fenfib]/9( ofi it before.

lo the time while. I remained' in^isftate, mjno*
t'tq^f refpft^ing mydutiett wsiv/ quite different from
y^^^t i h^4 ever entertained I in :'times paft; Now I

/f^^^ th^i^ \v;^$ no necefl*sir|r. connexion between my
p^^jcrs £^{4 the divine mercy : that they laid not ^le

1^^^ ob)ig^ipn upviU Godi to beftow. his grace upon
xi}^,,aiv4 tii^M( there wasi no more g4)odneis inthem»

th^ th§rfi.wq[ul4 bc^ in.my.paddling..with my> hand
in

i,'4
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in the water, (which was the compariron I had thea

in my mind): and this becaufe they were not per-

formed from any love to God. I faw that 1 had heaped
up my devotions before God, fading, praying, &c*
really thinking I was aiming at the glory of God

;

whereas I never once truly intended it.

I continued in this ilate of mind from Frida7
morning till the Sabbath-evening following, July i2»

17S9, when I was walking again in the fame folitary

place, and attempting to pray, but found no heart

to engage in that or any other duty. Having been
thus endeavouring to pray for near half an hour^

(and by this time the fun was about half an hour
high) as I was walking in a dark, thick grove, unfpeak*

able glory feemed to open to the view of my foul. I
do not mean any external brightnefs, nor any imagi«
nation of a body of light, or any thing of that nature ;

but it was a new inward apprehenfion or view that I
had of God, fuch as I never had before. I ftood

(till, and admired. I knew that I had never feen be-

fore any thing comparable to it for excellency and
beauty ; it was widely different from all the concep-
tions that ever I had of God, or things divine. I

had no particular apprehenfion of any one peribn in

the Trinity, either the Father, the Son, or the Holy
Ghoft ; but it appeared to be d'tvtne glory, that I then
beheld : and my foul rejoiced withjoy uufpeakablef to fee

fuch a God, fuch a glorious divine being ; an'd i. was
inwardly pleafed and fatisBed, that he (hould be God
over all for ever and ever. My ibul was fo capti-

vated and delighted with the excellency, lovelinefsy

greatnefs, and other perfections of God, that I was
even fwallowed up in him, to that degree, that at

Jirjl, I fcarce reHedcd there was fuch a creature as

niyfelf.

Thus God, I truft, brought me to a hearty difpo-

iition to exalt Ijintf and fet him on the throne, and ul-

timately to aim at his honour and glory, as king of
the univerfe.

I continued in this (tate till near dark, without any
fenfible abatemeliit ; and then began to think what I

B had
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had feen; and was fweetly compofed all the erening

following. I felt myfelf in a new world, and every

thing about me appeared with a different afpedt from
what it was wont to do.
• At this time the way offalvation opened to me with

fuch infinite wifdom, fuitablenefs, and excellency*

liiat I wondered I fliould ever think of any other way
of falvation ; was amazed, that I had not dropped

my own contrivances, and complied with this bleffed

Ind excellent way before. If I could have been faved

by my own duties, or any other way that I had for-

m^erly contrived, my whole foul would now have re-

fufed. I wondered, that the whole world did not fee

snd comply with this way of falvation* entirely by the

hertts of Chrift.

The {Weet relifli of what 1 then felt, continued with

me for fevefal days, in a greater or lefs degree. I

colild not but fweetly rejoice in God, lying down and
rifing up. The next Lord's day I felt fomething of

the fame kind, though not fo powerful. But, not

long after, was again under great diftrefs ; yet not of

the fame kind with my diftrefs under convirions. I

ivas guilty, afraid, and afliamed to come before God %

was exceedingly preffed with a fenfe of guilt : but it

was not long before I. felt (I truft) true repentance

and joy in God.
• In the beginning of September I went to college^*

snd entered there ; but with fome degree of reluc-

tance, fearing left i Ihould not be able to lead a life

of ftrift religion, in the midft of fo many temptati-

ons. After this, before I went to tarry at college,

it pleafed God to vilit my foul with clearer manifef-

tatitons of himfelf. I was fpending fome time in prayer,

and felf-examination J and the XiOid by his grace fo

(hined into my heart, that I enjoyed full affurance of
^is favour; and my foul was unfpeakably refreflied.

At this time efpecially, as well as fome others, fun-

dry parages of God's word opened to my foul with

divine cleamefs, power and fvveetnefs, fo as to appear

exceeding

* Yale Colle^ in New Haven.
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exceeding precious, and vrith clear and certain evi-

dences of its being the nvord uf God* I enjoyed confi«

derable fweetnefs in religion all the winter following.

In Jan. 1739—40, the mealies fpread much in c(S-

lege ; and I having taken the didemper, went hoihe

to Haddam. But fome days before I was taken fick,

my foul mourned the abfence of the jComforter: it

feemed to mej all comfort was gone ; I cried to God,
yet found no relief. But a night or two before 1

was taken ill, while I was walking alone and engaged
in meditation and prayer, I enjoyed a fweet refreshing

vifit from above, fa that my foul was raifed far above

the fears of death. O how much more refrefliing this

one feafon was, than all the pleafures that earth can
afford ! iVfter a day or two I was taken with the

meafles, and almofl: defpaired of life ; but had no
didreiTmg fears of death. However, I foon re-

covered : yet, by reafon of hard ftudies, I had little

time for fptritual duties ; my foul often mourned for

want of more time and opportunity to be alone with

God. In the fpring and fummer following, I had
better advantages for retirement, and enjoyed more
comfort :• though indeed my ambition in my ftudies

greatly wronged the vigour of my fpiritual life : yer
** in this multitude of my thoughts within me, God's
comforts delighted my foul.**

One day in particular, (in June 1740) I walked in

the 6elds alone, and found fuch unfpeakable fweet-

nefs in God, that I thought, if I muft continue ftiU

in the evil world, I wanted always to be there to be-

hold God*s glory. My foul dearly loved all mankind,
and longed exceedingly that they ftiould enjoy what
I enjoyed.—It feemed to be a little refemblance of
heaven.

In Auguft foUowingi I became fo difordered, by
too clofe application to my ftudies, that I was advifed

by my tutor to go home, and difengage my mind from
ftudy, as much as I could ; for I began to fpic blood.

I too}c his advice, but \being brought very low, I
looked death in the face more fteadfaftly ; the Lord

B 2 wa^
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vras pleafed to give me a fweet relifh of divine things,

and m)t foul took delight in the bleffed God.
Saturday, Oftober 18. In niy morning devotions,

my foul was exceedingly melied for, and biiterly

mourned over my exceeeing Jinfulnefs and vilen^s, I

never before felt fo deep a fenfe of the odious nature

of (in. My foul was then unufually carried forth in

love to God, and had a lively tenfe of God's love to

me. And this love and hope, cad out fear.

Odlober 19. In the morning 1 felt my foul hunger*

ing and thirjiing after rtghteovfnefs. In the forenoon,

ivhile I was looking on the facrainental elements^ and
thinking that Jefus Chrift would foon be " fet forth

crucified before me," my foul was filled with light and
love, fo that I was almoft in an ecftacy ; py body
vas fo weak,^I could hardly ftand. I felt at the fame
time an exceeding tendernefs and mofl fervent love to*

wards all mankind ; fo that my foul and all the powers
of it feemed, as it were, to melt into foftnefs and
fweetnefs. This love and joy caft out fear ; and my
ibul longed for perfed grace and glory.

Tuefday, Odlober 21. I had likewife experience of

the goodnefs of God in ** (hedding abroad his love in

my heart,'' and all the remaining part of the week,
my foul was taken up with divine things. I now fo

longed after God, and to be freed from (in, that when
I felt myfelf rccoverine, and thought I muft return to

college again, which had proved fo hurtful to me the

year paft, I could not but be grieved, and I thought I

had much rather have died \ but before 1 went, I en-

joyed feveral other fweet and precious feafons of com-
muiiion with God, wherein my foul enjoyed unfpeak-

able comfort.

I returned to college about November 6, and
through the goodnefs of God, felt the power of. reli-

gion almoft daily.

November 28. I enjoyed precious difcoveries of

God, and was unfpeakably refrefhed with that pafiage,

Heb. xii 22, 23, 24, fo that my foul longed to wing
away for the paradife of God ; I longed to be con-

formed to God in all things.

Tuefday,
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TuefHiff Decelnber 9. God was pleaied wonder-

fully to ailift and ftrengthen xne ; fo that X thought

nothing fliould ever move me from the love of God
in Chrift Jefus my Lord.—O ! otu hour with God infi-

nitely exceeds all the pleafures of this lower lyorld.

Towards the latter end of January, 1740-^1. I

grew more cold and dull in matters of religioni by
means of my old temptation, ambition in my ftudies.

-~But throngh divine goudnefs, a great and general

awakening fpread itfelf over the college, abour the lat-

ter end of February, in which I was much quickened^

and more abundantly engaged in religion.

[This awakening here fpoken of, was at the begin-

ning ofthat extraordinary religious commotion through

the land, which is freih in every one's memory* This
awakening was for a time very great and general at

New-Haven ; and the college had no fmall Ihare in

it : that fociety was greatly reformed, the ftudents in

general became ferious, and many of hem remaricably

lo, and much etigaged in the concerns of their eternal

falvation.

It could not be otherwife than that one whofe heart

had been fo drawn to God, (hculd be mightily en-

larged, animated, and engaged at the fight of fuch an
alteration made in the college, the towii, and land ;

and fo great an appearance of men's reforming their

lives, and turning from their profanenefs and immo-
rality, to ferioufnefs and concern for their falvation>

,

and of religion's reviving and fiourilhing almoft every
where. Bnt as an intemperate^ zeal, foon mingled
itfelf with that revival of religion ; fo Mr. Brainerd

had the unhappinefs to have a tiu^nre of it. One in-

ftance of which it is nece/fary ihouldbe related, with

its circumflancesj

Ih the time of the awakening at college, ieveral

Undents aflbciated themfelves, who were wont freely

to open themfelves one to another; Mr. Brainerd was
one of this company. And it once happened, that

he and two or thrde more of thefe his intimate friends

were in the hall together, after Mr. Whittelfey, one
of the tutors^ had been to prayer there witb^the fcho-

lairsi
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lars ; no other perfon now remaining in the hall, but

Mr. Brainerd and thefe his companions. Mr. Whit-

telfef having been unufually pathetic in his prayer,

one of Brainerd's friends afked him what he thought

of Mr. Whittelfey ; he made anfwer, <' He has no
more grace than this chair." One happening at that

time to be near the hall overheard thofe words,

though he heard no name mentioned, and knew not

who the perfon was, which was thus cenfured : he in-

formed a certain woman who went and informed the

re^or, who fent for the man and examined him ; and
he told the re<5tor the words that he heard Brainerd

utter, and informed him who were in the room with

him at that time. Upon which the redtor fent for

them ; they were very backward to inform againft

their friend, of that which they looked upon as private

converfation, yet the redlor compelled them to de-

clare what he faid, and of whom he faid it.—Brainerd

though t,^ that what he faid in private, was jnjurioufly

extorted from his friends, and that it was tnjurioufly

required of him to make a public confedion^ before

the whole college in the hall, for what he bad faid

only in private converfation.—He not complying

with this demand, and having gone once to the fepa-

rate meeting at New-Haven, when forbidden by the

xedtor, and alfo having been accufed of faying con-

cerning the redlor, that he wondered he dui not ex-

pert to drop down dead for fining the fcholars who
followed Mr. Tennent to Milford, though there was

j

no proof of it, (and Mr. Brainerd ever profelfed that

he did not remember his. faying any thing to that pur-

1

pofe ;) he was expelled the college.

The reader will fee, in the fequel of Mr. Brainerd's

life,* what his own thoughts afterwards were of his

behaviour in thefe things, and in how chriftian a

manner he conducted himfelf, with refpedt to this af-

fair. Though he ever, as long as he lived, fuppofed

himfeUI

* Particul^Iy under the date, Wedaesdayv Sept. M, 17idl
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jhimrelf f" ch abufed, in the management of it, and

1 in what ht fuffered in it.

His ezpuldon was in the winter anno 1741-^
while he was in his third year in college.]

PART II.

From the time that he began to devote hlmfelf to the ftudy of

divinity, //// he was examined and licenfed to preach.

fji^R. Brainerd, the fprlng after his expulfion,
IVl went to live with the Reverend Mr. Mills,

of Ripton, to follow his (ludies with him, in order

to his being fitted for the work of the minillry ; where
he fpent the greater part of the time till the AiTocia-

tion licenfed him to preach.]—The following ao-

count is in his own words.

Thurlday, April 1, 1742. 1 feem to be declining

with refpe^ to my life and warmth in divine things

;

that God would humble me deeply in the duA !

1 defervc hell every day for not loving my Lord
more, " who has loved me, and given himfelf for

me >** and every time I am enabled to exercife any
grace, I am indebted to the God of all grace for fpe-

cial afliilance. " Where then is boafting V* Surely
«* it is excluded,'* fince we depend on God for the

being and every ail of grace.

Friday, April 2. In the afternoon I felt myfelf,

in fecret prayer, much refigned, calm, and ferene.

"What are all the ftorms of this lower world, if Jefus
by his fpirit does but come walking on thefeas !—Some
time pa(i, I had much pleafure in the profpedl of the

heathen's being brought home to Chrift, and defired

that the Lord would employ me in that work ;—but
now my foul more frequently defires to die, to be with

Chr'tft. O that my foul were wrapt up in love, and
my longing after God increafed !

Saturday, April 3. I had an ill night lad night.

I thought, if God would take me to himfelf/my foul

wouW
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would excecdinrly rejoice. O that I may be alwajt

humble and rengned to God, and that God would
caufc my foul to be more fixed on himfelf, that I may
be more fitted both for doing and Altering f

Lord'b-day, April 4. O my blefTt*d God ! Let me
climb up near to him, and love, and long, and plead,

and wrelile, and reach, and (Irerch after him, and
for deliverance from the body of fm and death.—

>

Alas ! my foul mourned to think I Ihould ever lofe

fight of its Beloved again. ** O come. Lord Jefu«.

Amen."
Tuefday, April 6. I cried to God to wafh my

foul, and cleanfe me from my exceeding filthinefs.

And 1 could think of undergoing the greateft

fufferings, with pleafure ; and found myfelf willing

(if God fhould fo order it) to fuifer banifhment from
xny native land, among the heatlien, that I might do

|

fomething for their falvation, in diftreffes and deaths

of any kind.^-Then God gave me to wreftle earned-

1

ly fbr others, for the kingdom of Chrift rn the world,

and for my dear chrillian friends.—I felt myfelf
|

weaned from the world, and from my own reputa-

tion, willing to be defpifed, and to be a gazing. flock

for the world.—— It is impoffible for me to exprefsl

what I then felt. I had not much joy, but a fenfe of

the majefly of God, which made me tremble. I faw
[

myfelf mean and vile, which made me more willing

that God (hould do what he would with me ; it was
I

all infinitely reafonable.

Wednefday, April ?• I had not fo much fervency
|

in prayer..^ At noon I fpent fome time in fecret,

with fervency, but fcarce any fweetnefs.

Thurfday, April 8. I had hopes refpedb'ng the

heathen. O that God would bring in numbers of|

them to Chrifl ! 1 cannot but hope I ihall fee that

glorious day. Every thing in this world feems ex-

ceeding vile and little to me, I look fo to myfelf,

Saturday, April 10. I fpent much time in fecret

prayer this morning, and not without fome comfort

;

but am fo low, and feel fo little of the fenfible pre-

fence of God, that I hardly know what to call faith,

and
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id am made to ** i^ofTefs the fins of my youth," and

the dreadful fin of my natuie, and am nil fin ; I can-

lot think, nor ad, but every motinn Is lin.—Yet I

feel fome faint hopes, that God will, of his infinite

lercy, return.

Lord's-day, April 11. afterwards I had fweet-

Inefs in the thoughts of arriving at the heavenly world.

]0 for the happy day ! After public worlhip, C«od

igSLve me fpecial allidance in prayer. I wrelUed with

my dear Lord, with much fweetnefs, and intercef-

fion was a fweet and delightful employment to me.

-In the evening, as I was viewing the light in the

I

north, I was delighted in contenoplation on the glori*

|ous morning of the refurredlion.

Monday, April 12. This morning the Lord wag

I

plcafed to lift up the light of his countenance upon
me in fecret prayer, and made the feafon very preci-

ous to my foul. I felt myfelf exceeding calm, and
quite refigned to God, refpefting my future employ-
ment, when and where he pleafed. My faith lifted me
above the world, and removed all thofe mountains,

that I could not look over of late. I wanted not the

favour of men to lean upon ; for I knew Chrift's fa-

vour was infinitely better, and that it was no matter

whetif nor where, nor how Chrift ihould fend me, nor
what trials he (hould ftill exercife me with, if I might
be prepared for his work and will. I now found
fweetly revived in my mind, the wonderful discovery

of infinite wifdom in all the difpenfations of God to-

wards me, which I had a little before I met with mj
great trial at college : every thing appeared full of the
wifdom of God.
Wednefday, April 14. My foul longed for com-

munion with Chrift, and for the mortification of in-

dwelling corruption, efpecially fp^^itual pride. O^
there^ is a fweet day coming, wherein *• the weary
will be at reft !'* My foul has enjoyed much fweet-

nefs this day in the hopes of its fpeedy arrival.

Thurfday, April 15. My defires centred in God,
and I found a fenfible attra^ion of foul after him

}

/ /ong for Gtd, and a conformity to his will, in in-

ward
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ward holineri, ten thoufand tiine<v more than- for any{

thing here below.

X«ord*s day, April 18. I retired early this morn-
ing into the woods for prayer, and was enabled to I

plead with fervency for the advancement of Chrid's

kingdom.—At night I f;iw myfelf infinitely indebt.

ed to God, and had a view of my Ihorc comings : it

feemed to me that I had done nothing for God, and|

that I had lived to him but a few hours of my life.

Monday, April 19. I fet apart this day for fading I

and prayer to God for his grace, to prepare me fori

the work of the miniftry, and in his own time to fend

me into his harveft. I felt a power of interceflTion

for the advancement of the kingdom of my deail

Lord ; and withal, a fweet refignation, and even joyl

In the thoughts of fuffering hardthips, diftrefTes, yea,!

death itfelf, in the promotion of it. In the afternoon,!

« God was with me of a truth." O it was blefled

company indeed ! God enabled me fo to agonize in

prayer, that I was quite wet with fweat, though io

the (hade, and the wind cool. My foul was drawn]

out very much for the world, I > grafped for multt.

tudes of fouls- I had*more enlargement for fmners,!

than for the children of God ; though' I felt as if I

could fpend my life in cries for both. I never feh

iiich an entire weanednefs from this world, and fo

much refigned to God for every thing. O that 1

1

may always live to and ' upon my blefTed God

!

Tuefday, April 20. This day I am twenty-four I

yearfr of age. O how much mercy have I received

the year pad ! How often* has God *' caufed his

goodnefs to pafs before me !" And how poorly have I

anfwered the vows I made this time twelve-month, to

be wholly the Lord's, to be for ever dievoted to his
j

fervice 1 The Lord help me to live more to his glory.

This has been a fweet day to me : bleifed be God.

I think my foul was never fo drawn out in interceflion

for others, I had a fervent wreille with the Loid for

my enemies; and I harcfiy ever fo longed to live io GoJfl

floo to be altogether devoted to him.

J^ord's^a^l
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Lord's^dayi April 25. Tins morning I fpent about

ro hoars in fecret, and vas enabled more than or-

Hnariiy to agonize for inrnnoiial fouls ; though it was
lily in the morning, and the fun fcarcely Oiined at all,

^et my body was quite wet with fweat. I felt myfelf

luch preffed, a!» frequently of late, to plead for the

leeknefs and calmnefs of the T/amb oi God. O it is

fweet difpofition, heartily to forgive all injuries, to

^ifli our greateft enemies as well as we do our own
mis ! BleHed Jefus, may I daily be more and more
|onfornled to thee ! At night 1 was exceedingly melt-

with divine love, and had a fenfe of the bleffed-

fs of the upper world. Thofe words hung upon
le, with much fweetnefs, Pfal Ixxxiv. 7. ** Thef
\o from ftrength to ftrength, every one of them in

Won appeareth before God." O the near aeeefi that

)od fbmetimes gives us in our addrefTes to him ! This
lay well be termed, appearing before God; it is fo in-

!ed in the true fpiritual fenfe. I have not had fuch

lower of interceflion thefe many months, both for

)d's children, and for dead fmners. I longed for

le coming of my dear Lord. I longed to join the

[ngelic hofts in praifes, wholly free from imperfeftion.

the bleifed moment ha(l6ns ! All I want is to be

I6re holy, more like my dear Lord. O for fandlifi-

ition ! My very foul pants for the complete reftora-

[on of the blefled image of my Saviour, that I

my be fit for the blefled enjoyments and employ-
lents of the heavenly world.

Monday, April 26. I continued in a fweet frame
|f mind ; but in the afternoon felt fomething of fpi-

ilual pride. God was pleafed to make it an humbling
jafon. My foul exceedingly longs for that hleiTed

[ate of perfedlion, of deliverance from all fm !

Lt ni2:ht, God enabled me to give my foul up to him,

call myfelf upon him, to be ordered and difpofed

|f according to his foverei^n pleafure ; and I enjoyed

]reat peace and confolation in fo doing. My foul

)ok fweet delight in God : my thoughts freely and
reetly centred in him. O that 1 could fpend every

)ment of my life to his glory

!

Tuefday,
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TueWay, April 27. 1 retired for fecret devotions
i

and God was pleaied to pour fuch ineffable comfortil

into my foul, that 1 could do nothing for feme limej

but fay over and ovei, " O my fweet Saviour! 01

my fweet Saviour ! Whom have i in heaven but thee
!|

And there is none upon earth, that I deHre befide

thee." If 1 had had a thoufand lives, my foul would

gladly have laid them all down at once to have been

with Chiift. My foul never enjoyed fo much of

heaven before ; it was the mod refined communion

with God I ever felt : 1 never before felt fo great

degree of refignation. In the afternoon I withJ

drew to meet with my God, but found myfelf muc
declined. I mourned over the body of death that is in

me : it grieved me exceedingly that I could nod

pray to and praife God with my heart full of lovej

-—O that my foul might never offer any dead, colij

fervices to my God !

~ Wednelday, April 28. I withdrew to my ufua

place of retirement, and fpent about two hours in f&

cret. I felt much as I did yefterday mornings onljl

weaker and more overcome. I ieemed to hana

wholly on my dear Lord ; wholly weaned from
other dependencies. I knew not what to fay to mi

God, but only lean on his bofom as it were, anJ

breathe out my defires after a perfed conformity \\

him in all things. Thirding defires, and tnfatiabii

longings, pofleifed my foul after perfeA holinefs]

God was fo precious to my foul, that the world will

all its enjoyments was infinitely vile, I had no mor
value for the favour of rticn, than for pebbles. Tli

Lord was my all ; and He over-ruled all, whicl|

greatly delighted me. I think, my faith and depen

dence on God fcarce ever rofe fo high. I faw hir

fuch a fountain of goodnefs, that it feemed impofi

fible 1 fliould dillruft him again, or be any way anxij

ous about any thing thai Ihould happen to me-
In the evening my heart feemed fweetly to meltl

and was humbled for in-dwelling corruption, and
** mourned like a dove." I felt that all my unhappi]

nefs arofe from my being a fmner ; for with refign^

tioJ
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Ition I could bid welcome all other trials ; but fin

hung heavy upon me : for God difcovered to me the

[corruption of my heart, fo that 1 went to bed with a
Iheavy heart, becaufe I was a fmner, though I did

not in the leaft doubt of God's love. O that God
would " purge away all my drofs, and take away my
km."

Friday, April 30. Nothing grieves me fo much^
las that I cannot live conftantly to God's glory. I

Icould bear any fpiritual conflicts, if I could but have
my heart all the while Burning within me with love to

jGod. But this is impoffibie ; for when I feel this I

[cannot be dejefted, but only rejoice in my Saviour, who
[has delivered me from the reigning power, and will

[ihortly deliver me from the in-dwelling of fin.

Lord's-day, May 2. God was pleafed this morn-
ling to give me fuch a fight of myfelf, as made me ap«
lear very vile in my awn eyes. I felt corruption llir-

ring in my heart, which I could by no means fup-

>refs: I was exceeding weak and almoft fick with
ly inward trials.

Monday, May 3. I fpent the day in fading and
)rayer. God gave me much power of wreftling for

lis caufe and kingdom : God was with me all the day,
ind I was more above the world than ever in my life.

Lord's-day, May 9. 1 never felt fo much of the
:urfed pride of my heart, a.s well as the flubbomnefs
)f my will before. O what a wretch I am ! I could
lot fubmit to be nothing, and to lie down in the duft.

that God would humble me 1 I felt myfelf fuch a
pnner all day, that I had fcarce any comfort. O
^hen fliall I be " delivered from the body of this

leath !" I greatly feared, left through ftupidity, I

lould lofe the benefit of thefe trials. ,0 that they
light be faniflified to my foul ! Nothing Teemed to

touch me but this, that I was a finner.

Thurfday, May 13. I faw fo much of the wicked-
lefs of my heart, that I longed to get away from my-
telf ; I never before thought there was fo much fpi-

pitual pride in my foul. I was almoft prefled to death
rith my vilencfs. O what a body of death is there In

C nie!
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me ! Lordt JeHvtr my foul. O the clofeft walk ivith

God is the fweeteft heaven that can be enjoyed on
earth

!

Friday, May 14*. I waited on a council of roinif-

tiers, and fpread before them the treatment 1 had met
"^ith from the rc^or and tutors of Yale college, who
thought it advifeable to intercede for me with the

re&pr and truftees^ and to intreat them to relVore me
to ray former privileges in college.*

Saturday, June 12. I fpent much time in prayer

this morning, and enjoyed much fweetnefs.*—
Felt infatiable longings after God. 1 wondered how
poor fouls do to live that have no God.—The world,

•^ith all its enjoyments quite vaniihed. I fee my.
felf very helplefs : but I have a blefled God to go to.

If longed exceedingly " to be diflblved, and to be I

with- Ghrift, to behold his glory." O, my weak,|

weary foul longs to arrive at my Fatber*s houfe /

Monday, June 14. I felt fomething of the fweet-

nefs of communion with God, and the ,conflrainin^\

force of his love. 1 fet apart this day for fafting

and; prayer, to intreat God to blefs me with regard to

die great work of preaching the go/pel; and that the

t^ord would return to me, ** and (hew me the

lieht of his countenance.*' Juft at night, the J^ord

»mted me marvelloufly in prayer. I think my foul|

never was in fuch an agony before. I felt no re-

ftraint, for the treafures of divine grace were opened!

to me. I "wreftled for my abfent friends, for the in-

gathering of fouls, for multitudes of poor fouls, and!

tor many that I thought were the children of God,

perfonally, in many diftant places. I was in fuchl

an agony till near dark, that I was all over wet with

fweat ; but yet it feemed to me that I had wafted

away the day and had done nothing. O, my dearl

Jefus did fweat blood for poor fouls ! I longed for more|

compaflion towards them.

Tuefdav,!

*" The application, which was then made on his behalf, had|

Biot the 4e»ired success. , >
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Tuefday* June 15. I had the moft ardent long*

!ings after God that ever I felt in my life : at noont

in fecrety I could do nothing but tell my dear Lord^

that he knew I longed for nothing but him/elf̂ no*

thing but bol'mefs ; that he had given me thefe defires^

and he only could give me the thing defired. I never

(eemed to be fo unhinged from myfelf, and to be fo

[wholly devoted to God. My heart was fwallowed

up in God moft of the day. In the evening I had
fuch a view of the foul's being as it were enlarged to

contain more holinefs, that my foul feemed ready

to feparate from my body to obtain it. I then

wreRled in an agony for divine bleflings ; had my
heart drawn out in prayer for fome chriilian friends^

beyond what I ever had before. 1 feel different*

ly now from what ever I did under any fweet enjoy-

ments before, more engaged to live to God for ever,

how ihort do I faff of my duty in my fweeteft

moments

!

Friday, June 18. Confiderlng my great unfitnefs

for the mmi/lry<, and total inability to do any thing for

the glory of God that way, I fet ?part this day for

prayer to God, and found God gracioufly near; once

in particular, while I was pleading for more com^
paffion for immortal fouls, my heart feemed to be opened

at once, and I was enabled to cry with great ardency.

O, I was diftreiled, to think, that I fliould offer

fuch dead, cold lervices to the living God I My foul

feemed to breathe after holinefs, a life of conitant de-

votednefs to God. But I am almoft loft fometimes

in the purfuit of this bleffednefs, and ready to fmk»

becaufe I continually fall Ihort. O that the Lord
would help me to hold out yet a little while, till the

happy hour of deliverance come !

Lord*s-day, June 20. Spent much time alone.

My foul longed to be holy, and reached after God ;

1 hungered and thirjled ; but was not fatisfied. My foul

hung on God, as my only portion. O that I could
grow in grace more abundantly every day !

Tuefday, June 22. I was fweetly compofed and
reHgned to God's will : was enabled to leave myfelf

C 2 iin4
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and all my concerns with him, and to have my
whole dependence upon him : my fecret retirement

was very refrefliing : it appeared fuch a happinefs to

have God for my portion, that I had rather be any
other creature in this lower creation, than not come
to the enjoyment of God. I had rather be a beaft,

than a man, without God, if I were to live here to

eternity. Lord, endear thyfelf more to me !

Wednefday, June 30. Spent this day alone in the

woods, in falling and prayer ; underwent the mod
dreadful confli<5ls in my foul, that ever I felt. I faw
myfelf fo vile, that I was ready to fay, " I fhall now
perifh by the hand of Saul.'' I almoft concluded, I

liad no power to (land for the caufe of God, but was
•* afraid of the fhaking of a leaf.** Spent almofl the

whole day in prayer incefTantly. 1 could not bear

to think of chriftians (hewing me any refpeft. I al-

jnoft defpaired of doing any fervice in the world. I

could not feel any hope refpeding the heathen,

which ufed to afford me fome refrefhment ^in the

darkeft hours. I fpent the day in the bitternefs of myfouh
l^ear night I enjoyed ibme fweetnefs in prayer.

Saturday, July 3. My heart feemed again to fink.

The difgrace I was laid under at college, feemed to

damp me, as it opens the mouths of oppofers. I had
no refuge but in God. Ble/Ted be his name, that I

may go to him at all times, and Hnd him a prefent help,

' Lord*s-day, July 4. In the evening I. withdrew,

and enjoyed a happy feafon in fecret. God was
pleafed to give me the exercife of faith, and thereby

brought the invifible and eternal world near to my
foul. I hoped that my -weary pilgrimage would be

Jhort ; that it would not be long before I was brought

to my Father*s houfe : but I was fweetly refigned to

God's will, to tarry his time, to do his work, and
fufFer his pleafure. I felt pleafed to be little, to be

ftothing, and to lie in the dujl, I enjoyed life and fweet

confolation in pleading for the dear children of God,
and the kingdom of Chrift in the world, and my
foul eaaneftly breathed after holinefs, and the enjoy-

ment
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ment of Gpd. ** O come, Lord Jefus ! come quick]/,

Amen."
Monday, July 19. My defircs feem efpecially to

be carried out after weanednefs from the world, per-

fect deadnefs to it, and to be even crucified to all its

allurements. My foul longs to feel itfelf more of a

pilgrim and firanger here below ; that nothing may di-

vert me from prefling through the lonely defert, till I

arrive at my Father's houfe.

Thurfday, July 22. Journeying from Southbury

to Ripton, I called at a houfe, where being kindly

entertained, I was filled with amazement and fhame,

that God ihould ftir up the hearts of any to (hew fo

much kindnefs to fuch a dead dog as I ; and was fend*

ble, how exceeding vile it is, not to be wholly de-

voted to God. 1 wondered, that God would fuflFer

any of his creatures to feed and fuftain me from time

to time.

Thurfday, July 29. I was examined by the Aflb«

elation met at Danbury, as to my learning, and ex-

periences in religion, and received a licence from
them to preach the gofpel of Chrift. Afterwards I

felt much devoted to God ; joined In prayer with one
of the minillers ; and went to bed refolving to live

devoted to God all my days.

PART III.

i.
>•

from the time (yf\f)h being licenced to preach iUl he wat
examined in New-Tori, and appointed Miflionary t^

ihe Indians ..

XPRIDAY, July SO, lTi2, 1 rode from Danbury to
' Southbury ; preached there from 1 Pet. iv. 6.

I had much of the comfortable prefence of God in

the exercife. I feemed to have power with God in

prayer, and power to get hold of the hearts of the

people. T„

C 3 LojrdV
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Lord*s-day, Aup;uft 8. In the morning I felt com.

fortably in fecret prayer ; my foul was lefielhed with

the hopes of the heathen's cominj^ to Chrill. I wai

much refigned to God, and thought it was no matter

what became of me.

Thurfday, Auguft 12. This morning I was exer-

cifed with fore inward trials- I had no power to pray

;

but feemed Ihut out from God. I had in great mea-

fure loft my hopes of God*s fending me among the

Iieathen, and of feeing them flock to Chrift. I faw

fo much of my hellifti vilenefs, that I appeared worfe

to myfelf than any devil, I wondered that God
would let me live, and w^ondered that people did

not ftone me, much more that they would ever hear

jne preach ! It feemed as though I neither could nor

Ihould preach any more. Yet about nine or ten

o'clock, the people came, and I was forced to preach,

and bleffed be God, he gave me his prefence and
fpirit, fo that I fpoke with power from Job xiv. 14.

j^ome Indians cried out in great diftrefs,* and all ap-
peared greatly concerned. After we had prayed and
exhorted them to feek the Lord with conftancy, and I

hired an Englifii woman to keep a kind of fchoot
\

among them, we came away about one o'clock, and
came to Judea, about fifteen or fixteen miles. There
God was pleated to vifit my foul with much comfort.

Blelfed be the Lord for all things I meet with.

Tuefd.iy, Auguft 17. I was exceedingly deprefled

in fpirit ; it cuts and wounds my heart, to think how
much fe/f exaltaiiovy fplritualprlJci and warmth of temper

Thdve formerly intermingled with my endeavours to

promote God's work ; and fometimes I long to lie

down at the feet of oppofers, and confefs what a poor
creature I liave been and ftill am. O Lord for-

give me, and make me for the future " wife as a fer-

pen*^, and harmlefs as a dove !"

Thurfday, Auguft 19 This day being ab'^iit to

go from Mr. Bellamy's at Bethlem, where I had
tefided fome time, I prayed with him, and two or

three

• It was in a place near Kent, in the western bordeiv oi

Comiecticut, where tltcre is a number of Indians.
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[three othef cKriAian friends, and we j»ave ourfelves

to God with all our hearts, to be his for ever ; eter-

lity looked very near to me. If I never fee them
igain in this world, it feemed but a few moments be-

fore I (hould meet them in another.

Friday, Auguft 20. I appeared fo vile to myfelf,

that I hardly dared to think of .being fecn, efpecially

on account of fpiritual pride. However, to night I

[enjoyed a fweet hour alone with God, (at Ripton:)

ll was lifted above the frowns and flatteries of this

[world, had a fweet reli(h of heavenly joys, and my
[foul did as it were get into the eternal world, and
[really tafte of heaven.

Monday, Auguft 23. I had a fweet feafon in fe-

Icret prayer. The Lord drew near lo my foul, and Hi-

lled me with peace and confolation. My foul raited

the fweetnefs of the upper world, and was drawn
out in prayer for the world, that it might come to

IChrift!

Monday, Auguft 30. I prayed with a chriftian

I

friend or two, and I think, Icarce ever launched fo

far into the' eternal world. I got fo far out on the

broad ocean, that my foul triumphed over all the evils

on the Ihores of mortality.—Time and all its gay
amuf'ements and cruel difappointments, never appear-

|ed fo inconfiderable to me before. T favv myfelf no-

thing, and my foul reached after God with intenfe

defire. I knew 1 had never lived a moment to him
as I fliould do : indeed it appeared to me, I had never

done any thing in chriftianicy ; my oul longed v iih

a vehement defire to live to God.

Thurfday, September 2. I preached from John
vi. 67. and God afllfted me, more efpcciully in ray"
firft prayer. My foul feemed then to iair.ch quite

into the eternal world, and to be l'eparat^*a Vrom rhis.

Afterwards I preached again from Ifa. v. !<. God
gave me fome afiiftance ; but I faw myfelf a poor
worm.

Saturday, September 4. God enabled me 'o wreOle
ardently for the Redeemer's kingdom ; and fci my
dear brother John, that God would make him more

of

'ft'/: ^v \
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of a pilgrim and ftranger on th^ earthi and fit him
for fingular ferviceablenefs in the wprld ; and my heart

j

iweetly exulted in the Lord, in the thought of any dif*

treHes that might alight on him or me, in \hf ad-{

vancement of Chriil's kingdom.
Wednefday, September 8. I felt exceedingly weaned I

from the world. In the afternoon I dii'courfed on

divine things with a chriilian friend, whereby we were

both refrelhed. Then I prayed with a fwpet fenfe of
|

the blefTednefs of communion with Qq^* I think I

fcarce ever enjoyed more of God in any one prayer.

I knew not that ever I faw fo much of my own no*
thingnefs in my life ; never wondered fo, tliat God
allowed me to preach his word ; never was fo a(lontni-

fd as now.
Friday, September 10. I longed with intenfe de-

fire after God. My whole foul feemed impatient to be

conformed to him^ and to become <* holy, as he is

holy." In the afternoon, I prayed with a dear friend^

and had the prefence of God with us. Our fouls unitcc^j

together to reach after a bleffed immortality, to be

unclothed of the body of fm and death, and to enter

the blefled world, where no unclean thing enters, O,
with what intenfe defire did our fouls long for that

blefled day, that we might be freed from fm, and for

€ver live to and -in our God !

Thurfday, September 16. I enjoyed much of

God in fecret prayer : felt an uncommon refignation,

to he and tlo what God pleafed. Some days paA, I

felt great perplexity on account of my pa ft condud^. My
bitterne/s, and want of chriftian kindnefs and love,

has been very diftreffing to my foul. The Lord forgive

me my mehrijiian warmth^ and want of a fpirit of

meeknefs

!

Saturdiy, September 18. I felt eompaffion for

fouls, and mourned I had no more. I feel much more
kindnefs, meeknefs, gentlenefs, and love towards all

mankind than ever. I longed to be at the feet of my
enemies and perfecutors : enjoyed fome fweetnefs, in

feeling
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feeling my foul conformed to Chrlft Jefus» and given

away to him for ever.

[Through this, and the two following weeks, he
paifed through a variety of exercifes : he was frequently

deje^ed, and felt inward didreifes, and fometimes

funk into the depths of melancholy : at which turns,

he was not exercifed about the (late of his foul, with

regard to the favour of God, but about his own finful

inBrmities, and unfitnefs for God's fervice. His mind
appeared fometimes extremely deprefled with a khfe
of inexpreffible vilenelk But in the mean time, he
fpoke of many feafons of comfort and fpiritual re-

frefhment.]

Lord's day, Odlober 17. I had a fenfe of my help-

leflnefs ; faw that I mud be dependent on God for

all I want, and efpecially when I went to the place

of public worfliip, I found I could not fpeak a word
for God without his fpecial affillance. I went into the

alfembly trembling, as I frequently do, under a fenfe

of my infufficiency to do any thing as I ought to

do. But it pleafed God to afford me much affift-

ance, and there feemed to be a confiderable effedl

on the hearers. O that I might be " faithful to

the death, fulfilling as an hireling my day,'* till the

ihades of the evening of life ihall free my foul from
the toils of the day ! This evening I felt fuch longing

defires after deliverance from fm, and conformity to

God, as melted my heart. O, 1 longed to be •* de-

livered from this body of death !" to be conformed
to God entirely, fully, and for ever. 1 fcarce

ever preach without being firft vifited with inward
conflidts and fore trials. BlefFed be the Lord for thefe

trials and diftreffes, as they are bleffed for my hum-
bling.

Monday, October 18. I felt fome fweetnefs, but
was dill prefled through trials of foul. My life is a
conftant mixture of confolations and conflicts, and will

be fo till I arrive at the world of fpirits, '

Tuefday, 0<5lober 19. This morning and laft night,

felt a fweet longing in my foul after holinefs. My
foul feemed fo to reach ^nd Aretch towards the mark

of
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of perffA fandity, that it was ready to break with
longings.

Thurfday, Otfloher 21. I had a very deep fenfe of

the vanity of the world, had little more regard to it,

than if I had been to go into eternity the next hour.

Through divine goodnefs, I felt veiy ferious and fo-

lemn. O, I love to live on the brink of eternity

!

This gives me a fweet, awful, and reverential fenfe of

God and divine things, when I fee myielf as it were
JIanding before the judgmentfeat of Chrift,

Friday, 0(5tober 22. I was uncommonly weaned
from the world. My foul delighted to be a Jlranger

and a pilgrim on the eafth, I felt a difpofition never to

have any thing to do with this world : the chara^er
given of fome of the ancient people of God, in Heb.
zi. 13. was very pleafing to me, " They confeff'd that

they were pilgrims and llrangers on the earth,^' and
O that I could always do fo !—It is fweet to be thus

weaned from friends, and from myfelf, and dead to

the world that I may live wholly to and upon the blei^ I

&d God.
Monday, Oaober 26. [At Turky-Hills.] Inthi^|

fvening I ejijoyed the dtrine prefemc : it was a fweet

and comfortable feafon ; my foul longedfor God, for the

Ufoing God: enjoyed a fweet folemnity of fpirit, and
longing dcfire after the recovery of the divine image.
** Ihen fhall I be fatished, when 1 Ihall awake in

God*s likenefs," and never before.

Tuefday, October 26. [At Weft Suffield.] I un-

derwent the moft dreadful diftreffes, under a fenfe of
|

my own unworthinefs : it feemed to me, I deferved

rather to be driven out of the place, than to have any

body to come to hear me preach. And verily my fpirits

were fo deprefled, that it was impoliible I Ihould treat

immortal fouU with faithfulneis. I could not deal

clofely and faithfully with them, I felt fo infinitely vile

in myfelf. O, what d^fl and a/he^ I am, to think of

preaching the gofpe^ to others ! Indeed I never can

be faithful for one moment, but ihall certainly ** daub
mth ^ntempered mortar," if God do not grant me
/pe^ial i^elp.^In the eveaing» I went to the msetingi

houfe,
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Ihoufei and it looked to me near as eafy for one t#

rife out of the grave and preach, as for me. How-
ever God was pleafed to lift me up, and enabled me
to preach. O the wonderful goodnefs of God to fo

vile a finner

!

Wednefday, OAober 27. I was not a little con-

cerned about preaching in the afternoon : felt exceed-

ingly withoutJlrengthf went into the houfe, afhamed to

fee any one come to hear fuch an unfpeaicably worth-

lefs wretch* However, God enabled me to fpeak with

clearnefs, power, and pungency.

Thurfday, November 4. [At Lebanon] I was
concerned that I had no more fenfe ofmy infufficiency

and unworthinefs. O it is fweet lying in the dujil But
it is diftreOing to feel in my foul that hell of corrup-

tion.—In the afternoon I had a fenfe of the fweetnefs

o£ a ftricHf) clofe, and conflant devotednefs to God»
and felt a pleafmg yet painful concern, left I iliould

fpend fome moments without God. O may I always

Uvi to God! ' ' In the evening I felt an intenfe de*

fire to fpcnd every moment for God —God is nn-

fpeakably gracious to me continually. In times paft»

he has given me inexpreflible fweetnefs in the per-

formance of duty. Frequently my foul has enjoyed

much of God ; but has been ready to fay, " Lord, it

is good to be here ;'* and fo to indulge floth. But of

Ibte God has been pleafed to keep my foul hungry

^

almo(t continually ; fo that I have been tilled with a
kind of pleaftrig pain. When I really enjoy God, I

feel my defires of him the more infatiable, and my
thirftings after holinefs the more unquenchable. And
the Lord- will not allow me to feel as though I were
fully fupplied and fatisfied, but keeps me itiil reach-

ing forward ; and I feel barren and empty, as though
I could not live, without more of God in me," I feel

alhamed and guilty before God, O ! I fee, " the law
is fpiritual, but 1 am carnal." 1 do not, I cannot
live to God. O for holinefs ! O for more of God
in my foul ! O this pleafmg pain 1 It makes my foul

prefs after God ; the language of it is, " Then thall

I be fatisfied, when I awake in God's likenefs,''

(Pfal.
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fequently I am en«j;a.^eJ lo " prefs towards the niark,"

day by day. O ilini I may feci tins continual hunger,

and not be retauled, but rathci be animated by every

clurter tToni Canaan, to reach forward in the narrow
way for thj full enjoyment and poilefllon of the hea-

venly inhoiitunce! O that I may never loiter in my
heavenly journey.

Lord's d.iy, November 7. It feemed as if fuch an

unholy wretch as I never could arrive at that blefled-

nefs, to be " holy as God is holy." At noon I longed

for fandlification, and conformity to God, O, that is

THKALL, THE all! The Lord help me to prejs after

God for ever.

Monday, November 8. I longed for an arrival in

the heavenly countryt the blefled paradife of God.
Through divine goodnefs, I have fcarce feen the

day* for two months, but death has looked io pleafant

to me, that I could have rejoiced the prefent fliould be

my lajlj and I truA that I (hall be able to fay, «

death, where is thy fting i" and, " O grave, where
is thy vidlory !*'

Friday, November 19. [At New-Haven] I re-

ceived a letter from the Rev. Mr. Pemberton of New-
York, defiring me fpeedily to go down thither, and
confult about the Indian a£Fairs in thofe parts, and to

meet certain gentlemen there that were entrufted with

thofe aflPairs. I retired with two or three friends,

and prayed, and was enabled to leave myfelf and all

my concerns with God.
Wednefday, November 24. I came to New-York

;

felt ftill much concerned about the importance of my
bufinefs ; put up many earneft requells to God ; was
confufed with the noife and tumult of the city ; en-

joyed but little time alone with God, but my foul

longed after him.

Thurfday, November 25. I fpent much time in

prayer and fupplication : was examined by fome gen-

tlemen of my chriftian experiences, and my ac-

^
quaintance with divinity, and fome other (ludies, in

order to my improvement in that important affair of

gofpellizirig
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gofpellizing the Heathen* : was made fenfible of mj
great ignorance and unfitncrs for public fervice. I had
the moft abafing thoughts of myfelf, I think, that

ever I had. I thought myfelf the worft wretch that

ever lived : it pained my very heart, that any body
fhould (hew me any refpe<Sl. Alas ! I thought, how
fadly they are decei ved in me ! how miferably would
they be difappointed, if they knew my infide ! O, my
heart !—Anc in this deprefled condition, I was forced

to go and preach to a confiderable alfembly, before

fome grave and learned minifters ; but felt fuch a
preffure from a fenfe of my vilenefs, ignorance, and
unfitnefs to appear in public, that I was almoft over-

come with it. My foul was grieved for the congre-

gation, that they fhould fit there to hear fuch a dead

dog as I preach. I thought myfelf infinitely indebted

to the people, and longed that God would reward
them with his grace.

* These Gentlemen that examined Mr. Brainerd, were the

eorreg-iondents in New-York, New-Jeraey, and Pennsylvania, of
the honourable society in Scotland for propagating Christian

knowledge ; to whom was committed the management of their

aiairs iu those parts, and who were now met at New* York.

PART IV.

I

RH ' Im
m
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^rom the time of his being appointed Miffionary, io hit eu*

trance on his mtjjion among the Indians at Kaunatimeek.

pRIDAY, November 26. I had ftill a fenfe of my
•* own vilenefs, and endeavoured as much as I could
to keep alone. O, what a nothing, what dull and
afhes am I ! I enjoyed fome comfort in fpreading my
complaints before God.

Saturday, Nov. 27. I committed my foul to God
with fome degree of comfort ; left New-York about
nine in the morning; came away with a dillreffing

fenfe of my unfpeakable unworthinefs. Surely I m;iy
well love all my brethren ; for none of them all is a^

D Tile

In
w-%n

ti



,
( 38 )

.Vile as I ; whatever they do outwardly, yet it teems to

me none is confcious of (6 much inward fm. O my
leannefs, my barrennefs, my paft blttemefsi and want
of a gofpel-temper

!

Wednefday, December 1. My foul breathed af-

ter God, in longing defires of conformity to him : my
foul was brought to reft itfelf and all on his rich

grace, and felt ftrength to do or fuffer any thing that

divine providence fliould allot me.

^
[Within the fpace of the next nine days, he went

a journey from Newton to Haddam, his native town

;

and after flaying there fome days, returned again into

the weftern part of Connedlicut, and came to South-

bury.]

Saturday, December 11. I converfed with a dear

friend, to whom I had thought of giving a liberal

education, that he might be fitted for the gofpfel-mi-

niftry. I acquainted him with my thoughts in that

matter, and fo left him to confider of it, till I (hould

fee him again. Then I rode to Bethlehem, to Mr.
Bellamy's lodgings, and fpent the evenino" with him
in fwf;et converfation and prayer.

Lord's day> December 12. I felt a diftrefling need
of divine help ; 1 went to meeting trembling : but it

pleafed Gpd to affift me in prayer and fermon. I

think, my foul fcare ever penetrated fo far into the im-

material world, nor were my devotions ever fo much
refined, and free from gfofs conceptions and imagi-

nations. I preached with fome fweetnefs, from Matt,

vi. 33. « But feek >e firft the kingdom of God," &c.

_
and in the afternoon from Rom. xv. 30. Bleffed be

Godi I have reufon to think, that my religion is be-

<dme itiore fpiritual, by means of my late inward con-

. Ili^{. May I always be willing that God ihould ufe

his own methods with me !-~I felt much of the fweer-

,nefs of religion, and the tendernefs of the gofpel-tem-

per. I found a dear love to all mankind, and was
iifraid of fcarcely any thing fo much as left fome
Riotion of anger or refentment fhould, fome time or

other creep into my heart.

liOfd's day, December 19. At the facrament of

the
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the Lord's Aipper, I feemed ftrong in the Lord ; and
the world, with all its frowns and flatteries, in a great

meafure difappeared, fo that my foul had nothing to

do with them, and I felt a difpofition to be wholly

and for ever the Lord's.

Tuefday, December 2L I had a fenfe of my in-

fufficiency for any public work, as well as to live to

God. 1 rode over to Derby and preached there

:

it pleafed God to give me fweet afli(lance, and to en-

able me to fpeak with a foft and tendei power and
energy. We had afterv/ards a comfortable evening

in Tinging and prayer. God enabled me to pray with

as much ipiritiiality and fweetnefs as I have done for

feme time. My mind feemed to be unclothed of fenfe

and imagination, and was in a meafure let into the

world of fpirits. This day was, I truft, made pro-

fitable to a number of us, to advance our fouls in ho-
linefs and conformity to God : the glory be to him for

ever. Amen. How blefled it is to grow more and
more like God I

Lord's day, December 26; 1 felt much fweetneft

and tendernefs in prayer, efpecially my whole foul

feemed to love my word enemies, and 1 was enabled

to pray for thofe that are Grangers and enemies to

God with a great degree of fofinefs and pathetic fer-

vour.

Monday, December 27. I enjoyed a precious

feafon ; I had a fweet fenfe of the pure fpirituality

of the religion of Chrift Jefus. In the evening, I

preached with much freedom, power and pungency.

O, the tendernefs I felt in my foul ! if ever I ielt the

temper of Chrift it was now. Blefled be my God,
I have feldom enjoyed a more comfortable and profi-

table day than this. O that 1 could fpend all my
time for God !

Friday, January 14, 174^2-3. My fpiritual confli<fls

were unfpeakably dreadful, heavier than the moun-
tains and overflowing floods. I feemed inclofed, as it

v/ere, in hell itfelf : I was deprived of all fenfe of

God, even of the being of a God, and that was my
mifery. This w.^s diftrefs, the neareft a-kin to the

D 2 damned's
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damned's torments, that 1 ever endured: their tof-

jnents, T am fure, uill confift much in a privation of

God, and confequently of all good. This taught mo
the abfolute dependence of a creature upon the Crea-

tor for every crumb of happinefs it enjoys, O ! I

feel that if there is no God, though I might live for

ever here, and enjoy not only this, but all other

worlds, I fhould be ten thoufand times more mifera-

ble than a toad. My foul was in fuch anguifti I could

not eat, but felt, as I fuppofed a poor wretch would,
jhat is juft going to the place of execution. I was al-

moft fwallowed up with anguifli, when I faw people

gathering together to hear me preach. However, I

went to the houfe of God, and found not much relief

in the firft prayer : but afterwards God was pleafed

to give me freedom and ciilurgement, and I fpent the

evening comfortably.

Lord's day, January 23. I fcarce ever felt myfelf

fo unfit to exift, as now : I faw I was not worthy of

a place among the Indians, where I am n^^^^S* ^

thought I fhould be afhamed to look them in the face,

and much more to have any refpe^t fhewn me. Indeed,

I felt myfelf banifhed from the earth, as if all places

were too good for fuch a wretch as I. I thought I

Ihould be afhamed to go among the very favages of

Africa ; I appeared to myfelf a creature fit for no-
thing, neither heaven nor earth. None knows, but
thofe that feel it, what the foul endures that is fenfibly

ihut out from the prefence of God; alas I it is more
iMtter than death.

Wednefday, January 26. I preached to a pretty

large affembly : infilled on humility, and (leadfailned

in keeping God^s commands ; and that through hu-
mility we fhould prefer one anothe '

\ love. I felt

fweetly calm, and full of brotherly ve, and never
taore free from party-fpirit. I hope fome good will

follow, th;it Chriflians will be freed from party-zeal

;ind cenfuring one another.

[On Thurfday, after a confiderable time fpent in

prayer and chriftian converfation, he rode to New-
London.]

Friday*
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Friday, January 28. Here I found fome carried

away with a falfe zeal and bitternefs. O, the want

|)f a gofpeltemper is greatly to be lamented. I fpent

the evening in converfing with fome about fome points

of conduA in both minifters and private chriftians

;

but did not agree with them. God had not taught them

with briars and thorns to be of a kind difpofition toward ^

mankind.
Wednefday, February 2. I preached my farewell-

fermon, at the houfe of an aged man, who had been
unable to attend on the public worfhip for fome time;

and this morning fpent the time in prayer, having
taken leave of my friends. I fet out on my journey to-

wards the Indians, though by the way I was to fpend

fome time at Eaft-Hampton on Long-Ifland, by the

leave of the commifiloners, and being accompanied
by a meffenger from Eaft-Hampton, we travelled to

Lyme. On the road I felt an uncommon preflure of

mind. I feemed to ftruggle hard for fome pleafure

here below, and feemed loth to give up all. I faw I

was throwing myfelf into all hardlliips and diftreffes:
*

I thought it would be lefs difficult to lie down in the

grave ; but yet I chofe to go, rather than ftay. .

I came to Lyme that night.

[He waited the two next days for a pailiige over

the Sound, and fpent much of the time in inward
confli(5ls.

On Saturday he crofled the Sound, landed on Long-
Ifland, and travelled to Eaft-Hampton. And the

feven following days he fpent there, for the moft part,

under extreme dej^dion of mind.]
Lord*s day, February 13. I was under a great de-

gree of difcouragement ; knew not how it was poflzble

for me to preach in the afternoon, was ready to give

up all for gone j but God was pleafed to aflift me.
In the evening, my heart was fweetly drawn out after

God and devoted to him.

Tuefday, February 15. Early in the day I felt fome
comfort 5 afterwards 1 walked into a neighbouring

grove, and felt more as a ftranger on earth than ever

before, dead to all of the enjoyments of the world, as

D3 if
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if I had been dead in a natural fenfe.—In the evenings

I had Iweetnefs in fecret duty. God was then my por-

tion, and my foul rofe above thofe deep waters, int%

which I have funk fo low of late.

Thurfday, February 17. I preached this day at a

little village belonging to Eaft-Hampton, and God
was pleafed to give me his gracious prefence and af«

fiftance, fo that. I fpake with freedom, boldnefs, and

power. In the evening, 1 fpent fome time with a

dear chriftian friend ; felt as on the brink of eternity
;

my foul enjoyed fweetnefs in lively apprehenfion

of (landing before the glorious God: prayed with

my dear friend, and difcourfed with the utmoft fo^.

lemnity, and truly it was a little emblem of heaven

itfelf.

Friday, February 18. I felt fweetly moft of the

day, and found accefs to tlie throne of grace. Blef-

fed be the Lord for any intervals of heavenly delight

and compofure, while I am engaged in the field of

battle. O that I might be ferious, folemn, and al.

ways vigilant, while in an evil woild !' O, I long to

live to God !

[During the next fortnight, he, for the moft part,

enjoyed much Ipiritual peace and comfort. And it

appears by his account, that this fpace of time was

filled up with great diligence and earneftnefs in ferving

God, in lludy, prayer, meditation, preaching, and

pjivate inftru6Hng and counfelHng.]

Monday, March 7. This morning when I arofe,

I found my heart to go forth after God in longing de-

fjres of conformity to him ; and in fecret prayer I

found myfelf fw'eetly quickened and drawn out in I

praifes to God for all he had done to and for me, aiwl

for all my inward trials and diftreffes. My heart

afcribed glory, glory, glory to the bleiTed God ! and
|

bid welcome to all inward diftrefs again, if God faw

meet to exercife me with it. Time appeared but an

inch long, and eternity at hand ; and I thought 1

1

could with patience and cheerfulnefs bear any thing

fbr the caufe of God ; for I faw that a moment would
j

bring me to a vtoild of peace ^nd bkifednefs ; aiid|

my
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{ wy (bul, by the ftrength of the Lord, rofb far above

this lower world, and all the vain amufements and

j

frightful difapointments of it.

Lord*s-day, March 1 3. At noon, I thought it im-

Ipoflible for me to preach, by reafon of bodily weak-

nefs and inward deadnefs. And in the firft prayer, I

was fo weak that I could hardly ftand ; but in- fer-

Imon, God ftrengthened me, fo that I fpake near an

I

hour and half with freedom, cleiirnefs,. and tender

power, from Gen. v. Sk "And Enoch walked with

God.** I was fweetly affifted to infill on a clofe

nvalh with God, and to leave this as my parting advice

to God's people here, that i/jey JhouU 'malk avlth God,

May the God of all grace fucceed my poor labours

in this place !

Saturday, Match 19. I was diftrefled under a fenfe

of my Ignorance, darknefs, and unworthlnefs ; got
alone, and poured out my complaint to God in the

bitternefs of my fouK— In the afternoon I rode to

Newark, and had fome fweetnefs- in converfation

with Mr. Burr, and in praying together. O, blefled

be God for ever and ever, for any enlivening and
quickening

!

Lord*s-day, March 20. I preached in. the fore-

noon : God gave fome affiilance and fweetnefs, and
enabled me to fpeak with real tendernefs, love, and
impartiality. In the evening, I preached again ; and,

of a truth, God was pleafed to aflift a poor worm.
BlelTed be God, I was enabled to fpeak with life,

power, and paflionate defire of the edification of

God's people. In the evening, I felt fomething
fpiritual and watchful, left my heart Ihould by any
means be drawn away from God. O, when (hall

I come to that blefled world,, where every power of

my foul will be incefFantly and eternally wound up,

in heavenly employments and enjoyments, to the

higheft degree

!

[On Monday he went to Woodbridge, where the

correfpondentr, inftead of fending him to the Indians at

the Forks of Delaware, as they intended, ordered

kim to go to a number of Indians, at Kaunaumeek,
a plaee
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a place in the province of New-Yorkt in the woods
I

between Stockbridge and Albany. This alteration

was occafioned by two things, viz, 1. Information

that the correfpondents had received of fome con-

tention now fubfifting between the white people and I

the Indians at Delaware, which they fuppofed would
be a hindrance at prefent to their entertainment of

a miflionary, and to his fuccefs among them* And,
2. Some intimations they had received from Mr.

Sergeant, miffionary to the Indians at Stockbridge,

concerning the Indians at Kaunaumeek, and the I

profped> of fuccefs that a miOionary might, havel

among them.] • . ;- •?

«

PART V.

From his Jirjt heginning to itifiruS the Indians at Kaunam
meek, to hii Ordination.

.- "v.

FRIDAY, April 1, 174-3, I rode to Kaunaumeek,
near twenty miles from Stockbridge, where thcl

Indians live, with whom I am concerned, and there!

lodged on a little heap of ftraw; was greatly exer.f

cifed with inward diftreffes all day ; and in the

evening, my heart was funk, and I feemed to have]

no God to go to. O that God would help me !

The place, as to its fituation, was fufficiently lone-l

fome and unpleafant, being encompailed with moun-l
tains and woods ; twenty miles diftant from any!

Englifli inhabitants; fix or feven from any Dutch;
and more than two from a family that came fome

time fmce, from the Highlands of Scotland, and had

then lived about two years in this wildernefs. In

this family I lodged about the fpace of three months,

the mafter of it being the only perfon with whom l|

could readily converfe in thofe parts, except my in-

terpreter ; others underftanding very little Englifli.

Thurfday, April 7. I appeared to myfelf exceed-

ing ignorant, weak, helplefs, and unworthy, and al-

- togetheH
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I

together unequal to my work. It feemed to me I

lihould never do any fervice, or have any fuccefs

[among the Indians. My foul was weary of my life :

|l longed for death beyond meafure. When I

[thought of any godly foul departed, my foul was
Iready to envy him his privilege, thinking, «* O,
Kvhen will my turn come ! mufl: it be years firft !"—
jBut I know thofe defires rofe partly from want of re-

Ifignaticn to God. Towards night, I had fiiith in

Iprayer, and fome afliftance in writing. O, that God
[would keep me near him !

Friday, April 8. I was exceedingly prefTed under

ja fenfe of my party-fpirify in times part, while I at-

[tempted to promote the caufe of God : its vile na-

[ture appeared in fuch odious colours, that my very

leart was pained. I faw how poor fouls ftambled
[over it into everlafting deftru<5lion, and was con-

ilrained to make that prayer in the bitternefs of my
foul, '* O Lord, deliver me from blood-guiltinefs."

faw my defert of hell on this account. My foul

izs full of anguiih and (hame before God, that I
lad fpent fo much time in converfation tending

)nly to promote a pariy-fp$rit. I faw I had not fuit-

ibly prized mortification, felfdenial, refignation, un-
ler all adverfittes, meeknefs, love, candour, and
lolinefs of heart and life : and this day v as almoft

wholly fpent in fuch foul affli^ing reflexions on my
)aft condudb.—Of late, 1 have thought much of

laving the kingdom of Chrift advanced in the world

;

)ut now I faw I had enough to do within myfelf.

ffhe Lord be merciful to me a fmner, and wafh my
fouli

Lord's-day, April 10. I preached to the Indians,

)Oth forenoon and afternoon. They behaved foberly

In general. Two or three appeared under fome re-

ligious concern ; with whom I difcourfed privately

;

pnd one told me, " her heart had cried, ever fmce
le heard me preach firft."

Wednefday, April 13. My heart was overwhelmed
rithin me : I verily thought I was the meaneft, vileft,

loft helplefs, ignorant creature living* And yet I

knejuc
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knew what God had done for my foul : though fomeJ

times I was alTaulted with doubts whether it was pofB.!

ble for fuch a wretch as I to be in a ilate of grace.

Tuefday, April 19. In the morninp^, I enjoyedl

fonie fweet repofe and reft in God ; felt i'ome ftrengthi

and confidence in God, and my foul was refrelhcdl

and comforted. My foul feemed lifted above the!

deep nvaters^ wherein it has been fo long almoft drownj

ed 1 found myfelf engaged for the advancement o(|

Chrift's kingdom in my own foul, more than in others

more than in the Heathen world.

Wednefday, April 20V I fet apart this day foil

falling and prayer, to bow my foul before God foJ

grace ; ofpecially that all my hiward diftrefles migiiJ

be fauifiified to my fouS. I endeavoured alfo to rcj

member the goodnefs of God to me in the year ps

this day being my birth-day. Having obtained help

of God, I am now arrived at the age of twenty-five|

yearsv My foul was pained to think of my barrel

nefs and deadnefs; that I have lived fo little to tli

^lory of the eternal God; I fpent the day in tin

woods alone, and there poured out my complaint t({

God. O, that God would enable me to live to
"

glory for the future I

Friday, April 22. My leannefs teftilies againll

me ! My foul abhors itielf for its unlikenefs to God
its inadiivity and fluggiflintefs. When T hav^ doi

all, alas ! what an unprofitable fervant am I ! Uj

ibul groans, to fee the hours of the day roll away, be

oaufe I do not fill them, in fpirituality and heavenly]

znindednefs. And yet I long they ftiould fpeed theij

pace, to haften me to my eternal home, where

may fill up all my moments through eternity, foj

God and his glory.

Tuefday, May 10. I was extremely prefltd witlj

a fenfe of guilt, pollution, blindnefs : * The iniquid

of my heels have compa^Ted me about i the fins of nii|

youth have been fet in order before me y. they hav

gone over my head, as an he;avy burden, too heavjl

for me to bear." Almoft all the actions of my Hfj

pail feemed to be covered over with fin and guilt ; »n(

^^^?ii 1 "
.
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lofe of them that I performed in the mod confclea-

lious manner, no^ fill me with fhame and confufion.

the pride, felfi/hnffs. Ignorance, hilternefs, partj"

ieal, and the want of love, candour, meeknefs, and gentle^

\efs, that have attended my attempts to promote re-

kgion, and this when I have reafon to hope I had
lalaffiftance from above, and fome fweet intercourfe

ith heaven ! But, alas, what corrupt mixtures at-

inded my beft duties I
'

After feveral weeks I found my diftance from the

Indians a very great difadvantage to my work amongft
lem, -Atid very burdenfome to myfelf, as I was
[bliged to travel forward and backward almoft daily-

foot, having no pafture in which I could keep

ly horfe for that purpofe. And after all my pains, I

(ttld not be with the Indians in the evening and
tofuingt which were ufually the bed hours to find

lem at home, and when they could beft attend my
iftruSion^.

I therefore refolved to remove, and live with or

lear the Indians, that I might watch all opportu-

jities, when they were generally at home, and take

le advantage of fuch feafons for their inftru<5tion.

Accordingly I removed foon after, and for a time,

red with them in one of their wigwams, and not

ktig after, built me a fmall houfe, where I fpent the

linder of that year entirely alone ; my interpreter

10 was an Indian) chufmg rather to live in a wig*
'am among his own countrymen.
Bat although the difficulties of this folitary way
living are not the leaft, yet I can truly fay, the

irden I felt refpedling my great work among the poor
idans, the fear and concern that continually hung
K)n my fpirit, left they fhould be prejudiced againft

IrefTed witMhriftianity, by means of the infmuations of fome

fhe iniquitwho (although they are called Chriftians) feem to have

fins of mjBo concern for Chrift's kingdom, but had rather the

they havBidians Ihould remain Heathens, that they may with

too heavAore eafe cheat, and enrich themfelves by them ; the

[of my liwrden, I fay, the fear and concern I felt in thefe

Iguilt ; anSfpe^s, were much more preiling to me, than all

thofl the
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the difficulties that attended the circumftances of m^|

livings

As to the Jlate or temper of mindt in which I found!

thefe Indians, at my Hrd coming among them, it wail

much more encouraging, than what appears amongi

thofe who are altogether uncultivated. Their jea.[

loufies and fufpicions, and their prejudices againftl

Chriftianity, were in a great meafure removed by thel

long-continued labours of the Reverend Mr. SergeantJ

among a aumber of the fame tribe, in a place morel

than twenty miles diftant. By which means thefe]

were, in fome good degree, prepared to entertain thel

truths of Chrillianity, inftead of objedling againUl

them, and appeisring entirely untradlable, as is conj

mon with them kt nrd, and as thefe appeared a fei

years ago. Some of them, at lead, appeared well

difpofed towards religion, and feemed much pleafe{

with my coming among them.

Wednefday, May 18. My circumftjinces are fud

that I have no comfort, of any kind, but what I havJ

in God. I live in the mo(l lonefome wildemefs]

have but one (ingle perfon to converfe with, that ca

fpeak Englifli.* Moft of the talk I hear, is eithc

Highland Scotch or Indian. I have no fellow-chrifJ

t;an to whom I might unbofom myfelf, and la|

open my fpiritual forrows, and with whom I migh

take fweot counfel in converfation about hcavenl]|

things, and join in prayer. I live poorly with

gard to the comforts of life : moft of my diet conj

fills of boiled corn, and hafty-pudding. I lodge oj

a bundle of ftraw, my labour is hard ; and I hav

little appearance of fuccefs. The Indians' affairs aij

very difficult, having no land to live on, but wha

• This person was Mr. Brainerd's interpreter, who
9n ingenious young Indian belonging to Stockbridge, who

name was John Wauwauinpequunnant, who had been instructej

in the Christian Religion by Mr. Sergeant; and had livej

with the Rev, Mr. Williams of Long-Meadow, and had be

further instructed by him, at the charge of Mr. Hollis

London, and understood both English and Indian very wclj

and wrote z good hand.
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the Dutch threaten to drive them from ; tliey hare

no regard to the fouls of the poor Indians ; and they

hate me becauie I come to preach to them But
that which makos all my dilTii ulties grievous to be
borne, is, ** that God hides his face from me."
[From this time forward he had various exercifes

of mind : but it feems, in the general, to have been

with him much after the fame manner as it had been

hkherto from his Hrft coming to Kaunaumeek, till he
got into his own houfe, (a little hut, that he made

I

chiefly with his own hands, with long and hard la-

;bour,) which was near feven weeks from this time.

Great part of this time, he was depreffed with melan-
Icholy How it was with him in thofe dark feafons,

he further defcribes in his diary for July 2. " My
(bul is, and has for a long time been in a piteous con*

I

dition, wading through a feries of forrows of various

kinds. I have been fo cruflied down fometimes with

a fenfe of my meannefs and infinite unworthinefs,

diat 1 have been adiamed that any, even the meanell

of my fellow- -reatures, fhould fo much as fpend ai

thought about me, and have wiGied while I have
travelled among the thick brakes, to drop into ever-

lafting oblivion. In this cafe, I have almoft refolved

never again to fee any of my acquaintaince ; and really

thought, I could not do it and hold up my face, and
have longed for the remoteft region, for a retreat

from all my friends, that I might not be feen or heard
of any more.—Sometimes the confideration of my
ignorance has been a means of my great diftrefs and
anxiety. And efpecially my foul has been in an-
guifli with fear, ihame, and guilt, that ever I had
preached, or had any thought that way.—Some-
times my foul has been in diftrefs on feeling fome par-

ticular corruptions: having, at the fame time, ten

thoufand former fins and follies prefented to my view.

^And thefe attended with fuch external circum-

ftances as mine at prefent are ; deditute of moil of

the conveniencies of lifei and I may fay, of all the

pleafures of it ; without a friend to communicate any
«f my forrows to, and fometimes without any place

E of
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of retirement, where I may unburden my foul before

Codt which has greatly contributed to my didrefs.

One main occafion of that didrefling gloominefs

ivhich he was fo much exercifed with at Kaunau-

xneeki was reHe^ing on his pad errors and mifguided

zeal at college. Therefore he repeated his endeavours

this year for reconciliation with the governors of

the college. Although he had been at New-Ha-
ven, in June, this year, and had attempted a re*

conciliation ; yet, \\\ the beginning of July, he made
another journey thither, and renewed his attempt,

but i}ill in vain.]

Saturday, July 30. Juft at night, I moved into my

own hou/e, and lodged there that night ; found it much
better fpending the time alone at Iny own houfe, than

in the wigivam where I was before.

Monday, Auguft 1. 1 was bufy in farther labours

on my houfe.—Felt a little of the fweetnefs of religion,

and thought it was worth while to follow after God
through a thoufand fnares, deferts, and death itfelf.

O that I might always follow after holinefs, that I may
be fully conformed to God !

Wednefday, Auguft 3. I am now uninterruptedly

alone, and find my retirement comfortable. I have

enjoyed more fenfe of divine things within a few

days paft, than for fome time before. I longed after

holinefs, humility, and meeknefs : O that God
would enable me to * pafs the time of my fojourning

here. in his fear," and always live to him!

Thurfday, Auguft 4. I have generally found, the

more I do in fecret prayer, the more I enjoy of a fpi-

rit of prayer : and I frequently have found the con-

trary, when with journeying or otherwife, I have

been deprived of retirement. A feafonable, fteady

performance of fecret duties in their proper hours,

and a careful inipro reraent of all time, filling up
every hour with fome profitable labour, either of

heart, head, or hands, are excellent means of fpiri-

tual peace and boldnefs before God. " Chrift'* in-

deed " is our peace, and by him we have boldnefs

of accefs to God ; but a good confcience, void of offenct^

is an e;Lcellent preparation for an approach to the

divine
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^vine prefence. Filling up our time luhh and for

Gedf is the way to rife up and lie down in peace.

Saturday, Auguft 13. I was enabled in fecret

{)rayer to raife my foul to God, with delire and dc-

ight. It was indeed a bleffed ieafon to my Ibul : I

found the comfort of being a Chriftian, ** 1 counted

the fufFerings of the prefent life not worthy to be

compared with the glory*' of divine enjoyments even

in this world. All my paft forrows Teemed to dif-

appear, and I " remembered no more the forrow for

joy."—With what filial tenderncfs, the foul hangs

on, and confides in the Rock of ages, at fuch a feafon,

that he will " never leave it nor forfake it,'* that he
will caufe ** all things to work together for its good !"

I longed, that others (hould know how good a God
the Lord is. My foul was full of tendernefs and
love, even to the moft inveterate of my enemies. I

longed that God (hould do juft as he pleafed with me
and every thing elfe. I felt exceedingly ferious, calm,

and peaceful, and encouraged to prefs after holinefs

as long as I live, whatever difficulties and trials may
be in my way.
Monday, Auguft 15. In my weak ftate of body, I

was not a little diftrefled for want of fuitable food. I

had no bread, nor could I get any. I am forced to

go or fend ten or fifteen miles for all the bread I eat,

and fometimes it is mouldy and four before I eat it, if

1 get any confiderable quantity : and then again I

have none for fome days together, for want of an
opportunity to fend for it. And this was my cafe

now : but through divine goodnefs I had fome Indian

meal, of which I made little cakes and fried them.
And I felt contented with my circumftances, and
fweetly refigned to God. In prayer I enjoyed great

freedom ; and blefied God as much for my prefent

circumflances, as if I had been a king, and 1 never

feel comfortably, but when I find my foul going forth

after God : if 1 cannot be holy, I muft be miferable

for ever.

Lord*s-day, Auguft 21. I fell down before the

Lord, and groaned under my own vilenefsi barren-

E 2 nef$
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nefs, deadnefs, and felt as if I was guilty of foul-

murder, in fpeaking to immortal fouls m fiich a man.
ner as 1 had done. I was very ill and fail of pain

in the evening, and my foul mourned that I had
fpent fo much time to fo little profit.

Monday, Auguft 22. I had intenfe and paffionate

breathing of foul after holinefs, and very clear ma.
nifeftations of my utter inability to procure, or work
it in myfelf ; it is wholly owing to the power of God.
O, with what tendernefs the love and defire of holi-

nefs fills the foul ! 1 wanted to wing out of myfelf to

God, or rather to get a conformity to him : but, alas

!

I cannot add to my fiature, in grace, one cubit.

However, my foul can never leave ftriving for it ; or

at leaft groaning that it cannot obtain more purity of
|

heart.

Tuefday, Auguft 23. I poured out my foul for all

the world, friends, and eneitiies. My foul was con-

cerned for Chris's kiiigdom that it might appear,

in the whole earth. And I abhorred the very thought

of a party in religion ! Let the truth of God appear,

wherever it is, and God have the glory for ever.

Wednefday, Auguft 24. I thought. If God fhould

fay, ** Ceafe making any provifion for this life, for

you fliall in a few days go into eternity," my foul

would leap for joy. O, that I may both ** defire to

be diflblved," and " wait patiently all the days of my
appointed time till my change come !"—But, alas I

I am very unfit for the bufinefs and bleflednefs of

heaven.—O for more holinefs !

Thurfday, Auguft 25. I find it is impoffible to en-

joy peace and tranquillity of mind without a careful

improvement of time. This is really an imitation of

God and Chrift Jefus : " My Father worketh hitherto,

and I work," fays our Lord. But ftill, if we would
be like God, we muft fee that we fill up our time for

him.—I daily long to dwell in perfedt light and love.

In the mean time, my foul mourns that I make io

little progrefs in grace, and preparation for the world
of bleffednefs. 1 fee and know that I am a very bar-

ten tree in God's vineyard, and that He might juftly

fay,
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fay, " Cut It down," &c. O, that God would make
le more lively and vigorous in grace, for his own
jlory

!

Lord's day, Auguft 28. I was much perplexed

/ith fome Dutchmen. All their difcourfe turned

ipon the things of the world. O, what a he/l it

/ould be to fpend an eternity with fuch men ! Well
light David fay, ** I beheld the trangreffors and
/as grieved."—But adored be God, heaven is a place

[* into which no unclean thing enters." O, I long for

me holinefs of that world ! Lord prepare me for it

!

Wednefday, Auguft 31. Eternal things engrolfed

ill my thoughts ; and I longed to be in the world of

Ipirits. O, how happy is it, to have all our thoughts

twallowed up in that world ; to feel one's felf a ftrang-

\r in this, diligently feeking a ro^ ! through it, a fure

[cad to the heavenly Jerufalem !
^

Thurfday, September 1. I always feel comfortably

/hen God realize^ death, and the things of another

7orld to my mind : whenever my mind is taken off

rem the things of this world, and fet on God, my
}ul is at reft,

Tuefday, September 13. I rode to New-Haven,
find, though my inward trials are great, and a life

[f folitude gives them greater advantages to penetrate

le inmod receffes of the foul ; yet it is better to be
iorie, than incumbered with noife and tumult. I

Ind it very difficult maintaining a fenfe of divine

liings, while removing from place to place, diverted

?ith new obje<5ls, and filled with care and bufmefs,

fettled, fteady. bufinefs is beft adapted to a life of
Irift religion.

Wednefday, September 14. This day I ought to

|ave taken my degree*; but God fees tit to deny it

le. And though I was afraid of being overwhelm-
with confufion, when I fliould fee my clafs-mates

ike theirs
; yet, in the very feafon of it, God en-

")led me with calmncfs to iay, " The will of the

|*ord be done." Indeed, I have fcarcely felt my
E 3 mind'

•'This beipj (ommencemmt' day.



( Si )

mmd fo fedate and comfortable for fome time. I|

have long feared this feafon, and expeded my hu-

mility, meeknefs, patience, and refignation would I

be tried : but found much more plcafare and divine|

comfort than I expelled.

Tuefday, September 15- It Is always a comfort tol

me to hear fpiritual difcourfe. O, that minifters and

people were more fpiritual and devoted to God !—
Towards night, I offered the following refledlions

in writing, to the re»5tor and truftces of the college,!

(the fame that I had offered to the re<5lor before, andf

intreated him ,to accept ;) and this I did, that if pof.

fible I might cut off all occafion of offence from thofe

that feek occafion.
** Whereas 1 have faid before feveral perfons, con-j

cerning Mr. Whittelfey, one of the tutors of Yale-

college, that I did not believe he had any morel

grace than the chair I then leaned upon ; I humblyl

cbnfefs that herein I have finned againfl God, and!

i\&ed contrary to the rules of his word, and have in-f

jured Mr Whittelfey. I had no right to make thusl

free with his charadler, and had no juft reafon tol

fay as I did concerning him. My fault herein wasi

tiie more aggravated, in that I faid this concerningj

one that was fo much my fuperior, and one that ll

was obliged to treat with fpecial refpe<5l and honour!

by reafon of the relation I Itood in to him in the coW

lege. Such a manner of behaviour, I confefs, did!

not become a Chriftian ; it was taking too much uponl

me, and did not favour of that humble refpect, that|

1 ought to have exprefled towards Mr. Whittelfey.

have often refle<n:ed on this a<5l with grief, on account!

of the fin of it, and am willing to lie low, andf

be abafed before God and man for it. I humbljl

iifk the forgivenefs of the governors of the college!

and of the whole fociety ; but of Mr. Whittelfey iiij

particular. . And whereas, 1 have been aceufed olf

faying concerning the re(5lor of Yale-college, thatlj

wondered he did not expedl to drop down dead fori

fining the fcholars that followed Mr. Tennent to Mil]

ford
J

I ferioufl^ profefs, that I do not remember wf

fayid
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faying any thing to this purpofe. But if I did, 1 ut-

terly condemn it, and deteft all fuch kind of behaviour.

And I now appear to judge and condemn myfelf for

going once to the feparate meeting in New-Haven,
though the redlor had refufed to give me leave. For
this I humbly afk the redlor's forgivenefs. And whe-

ther the governors of the college ihall ever fee caufe

to remove the academical cenfure I lie under, or not,

yet i am willing to appear, if they think fit, openly to

own, and to humble myfelf for thofe things I have

herein confefled."

God has made me willing to do any thing, that I

can do, confiftent with truth, for the fake of peace,

and that I might not be a ftumbling-block and offence

to others. For this reafon I can cheerfully give up
what I verily believe, after the mpft impartial fearch,

is my right. God has given me that difpofition, that

if this were the cafe, that a man has done me an hun-
dred injuries, and I (though ever fo much provoked

to it ) have J me him one, I am heartily willing humr
bly to coni"' riy fault to him, and on my knees to

alk forgive/' . of him. Though at the fame time he
Ihould juftify himfelf in all the injuries he has done
me, and {hould only make ufe of my humble confef-

fion to blacken my charadter the more, and reprefent

me as the only perfon guilty ; yea, though he fhould

as it were infult me, and fay, ** he knew all this before,

and that I was making work for repentance." Though
what I faid concerning Mr. Whittelfey was only fpo-

ken in private, to a friend or two ; and being partly

overheard, was related to the reftor, and by him ex-

torted from my friends ; yet, feeing it was divulged

and made public, I was willing to confefs my fault

therein publicly.* [The

* I was witness to the very christian spirit Mr. Brainerd

shewed at that time, being then at New-Haven, and being one
that he saw fit t» consult on that occasion. (This was the first

time that ever I had opportunity of personal acquaintance with
him.) There appeared in him a great degree of calmness and
humility, without the least appearance of rising of spirit for an

m--iii
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[The next day he went to Derby, then to South-

bury, where he fpent the Sabbath, and fpeaks of

fome fplritual comfort; but complains much of un-

fixednefs, and wanderings of mind in religion.

^

Monday, September 19. 1 felt ferious, kind and

tender towards all mankind, and longed that holincft

might flourifli on earth.

Tuefday, September 20. I had thoughts of going

forward on my journey to my Indians ; but towards

night was taken with a great pain in my teeth, and flii-

vering cold, and could not poflibly recover a comfort-

able degree of warmth the whole night following. I

continued very full of pain all night, and in the

morning had a fever, and pains almoft all over my
body. I had a fenfe of the divine goodnefs in ap-

pointing this to be the place of my ficknefs, among
my friends. I Ihould probably have perifhed, if I

had firft got home to my own houfe in the wildernefs,

where I have none to converfe with but the poor rude

ignorant Indians. 1 continued thus, moftly confined

to my bed, till . Friday night, very full of pain ; but

not afraid of death. On Friday evening my pains

went off fuddenly.

[From this time, he gradually recovered, and on
the next Tuefday was able to go forward on his jour-

ney ; but was till the Tuefday following before he

reached Kaunaumeek.]
Tuefday, Odober 4. This day I rode home to my

own houfe and people. .The poor Indians appeared
very glad of my return. I presently fell on my knees,

and blefled God for my fafe return. I have taken
'

' ^ many.

ill treatment he had suffered, or the least backwardness to abase*

himself betore them whom he thought had wronged him. What
he did was without any objection or appearance of reluctance,

even in private to his friends. Earnest application Was made on
his behair to the authority of the college, that he might hare his

degree then given him; and particularly by the Reverend Mr.
Burr of Newark, one of the correspondents of the honourable

society iu Scotland ; he being sent from Ncw-Jtrsey to New-
Haven, by the rest of the commissioners, for that end, and
many arguments were used, but without success.—What manner
of spirit were these Goveraofj oU Aftd do these dare to.caK

themielves Chrisiiantt ^
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I

many confiderable journeys fmce this time laft year,

and yet God has never fuffered one of my bones to be

I
broken, or any diftrefling calamity to befal me, though
|l have been often expofed to cold and hunger in £e
l-wildernefs, where the comforts of life were not to be
[had ; have frequently been loft in the woods, and
Iforaetimes obliged to ride much of the night, and
[once lay out in the woods all night.

Lord's day, 0<ftober 16. I retired and poured out

Imy foul to God with much freedom, and yet in an-

Iguifti, to find myfelf fo unfpeakably finful and un«
Iworthy before a holy God. 1 was now much refign*

;d under God's difpenfations towards me, though my
[trials had been very great. But thought whether I

;ould be refigned, if God fliould let the French In-

lians come upon me, and deprive me of my life, or

[carry me away captive, (though 1 knew of no fpecial

reafon then to propofe this trial to myfelf,) and my
foul feemed fo far to reft in God, that the fting and
terror of thefe things was gone. Prefently after I re-

ceived the following letter by a meflenger fent on
)urpofe.

Sir, Juft now we received advices from Colonel

)toddard, that there is the utmoft danger of a rupture

j'lih France. He has received the fame from his ex-

celleftcy our governor, ordering him to give notice to

11 the expofed places, that they may fecure them-
felves the beft they can againft any fudden invafion.

"^e thought beft to fend diredly to Kaunaumeek,
jthat you may take the prudenteft meafures for your
Tafety. I am. Sir, &c."

I thought it came in a good feafon for my heart

feemed fixed on God, and therefore I was not fur-

irifed ; but this news only made me more ferious,

iiid taught me that 1 muft not pleafe myfelf with any
)f the comforts of life which I had been preparing.

Saturday, October 22. I had but little communion
^ith God. This world is a dark, cloudy manfion.

10, \|(rhen \(ull the Sun of rightcoufnefs (hine on my
foul without ceHation or intermiflion !

Lord's day, 0($lober 23. I had fome freedom and
' warmth

i
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warmth both parts of the day, and my people wer

very attentive. In the evening, two or three canwl

to me under concern for their fouls, to whom I wail

enabled to difcourfe clofely, and with fome eame(l.|

nefs and deHre.

[He feems, through the whole of this week, tol

have been greatly engaged to fill up every inch ofl

time in the fervice of God, and to have been molll

diligently employed in ftudy, prayer, and inftrudingi

the Indians ; and from time to time expreffes longings!

of foul after God, and the advancement of his king.|

dom.]
Monday, 0<aober 31. My foul was fo lifted up to

God, that I could pour out my delires to him, fori

more grace and further degrees of fandlification, withl

abundant freedom. I longed to be more abundantljl

prepared for that blefTednefs, with which I was thenj

in fome meafure refrefhed. -

,

Thurfday, November 3. I fpent this day in fecreJ

fading and prayer, from morning till night. EarW

in the morning, I had fome aSi (lance in prayer^

Afterwards I read the ftory of Elijah the prophet,

Kings xvii. xviii. and xix. chapters. My foul wa

much moved, obferving the faith, zeal, and power
that holy man ; and how he wrellled with God inl

prayer. My foul then cried with Elilha, " Wherej

is the Lord God of Elijah !" I longed for more faith J

My foul breathed after God, and pleaded with hira,|

that a ** double portion of that fpirit," which wa

given to Elijah, might " reft on me.*' And that!

which was refrelhing to my foul, was, I faw GodiJ

the fame that he was in the days of Elijah. I watl

enabled to wreftle with God by prayer, in a more af'|

feftionate, humble, and importunate manner, than I

have for many months, paft. Nothing feemed to^

hard for God to perform ; nothing too great for mfl

to hope for from him.—I had for many months loll

all hopes of doing any fpecial fervice for God in thd

world ; it appeared entirely impoffible, that one fd

vile fhould be thus employed for God. But at thisj

time God was pleafed to revive this hope.—After
wai

'
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rards I read the third chapter of Exodus and on t*

[he xxth, and faw more of the glory and majejiy of

^od difcovered in thofe chapters, than ever I had feen

before ; frequently in the mean time falling on my
[nees, and crying to God for the faith of Mofes, and
)r a manifeftation of the divine glory. My foul was
rdent in prayer, and I was enabled to wreftle for

lyfelf, for my friends, and for the church of God.
felt more defire to fee the power of God in the

)nvernon of fouls, than I have done for a long fea-

)n. Blefled be God for '" feafon of faftirr; "nd
rayer ! May his goo -^jf: i. ays abide witi^ me,
id draw my foul to him

!

Monday, November 7. This morning my mind
ks folemn, fixed, afFedionate, and ardent in defires

jfter holinefs ; and felt full of tendernefs and love,

id my affeAions feemed to be diffolved into kindnefs

vdfoftnefs.—^My foul longed after God, and cried

him with filial freedom, reverence, and boldnefs.

I, that 1 might be entirely confecrated and devoted to

lod!

Thurfday, November 10. I fpent this day in faft-

[g and prayer. In the morning 1 was dull and life-

is ; but after fome time, reading 2 Kimgs xix. chap-

ir, my foul was moved and aSe<fled. I faw there

no way for the afflided to take, but to go to God
''

^th all their forrows. Hezekiah, in his great dif-

efs, went and fpread his complaint before the Lord.
Iwas then enabled to fee the mighty power of God,
)d my extreme need of that power, and to cry to

)d afFedtionately and ardently for his power to be
^ercifed towards me.

[

[The remaining part of this week, and the two fol-

ding weeks, he was very ill, and full of pain ; and
|t obliged, to be at great fatigue, travelling day and
;ht, in ftormy and fevere feafons. He from time
[time, within this fpace, fpeaks of outgoingt of foul

|ter God i his heart ftrengthened in God j ieafons of
IVOR fweetnefs and comfort. And yet there are

my complaints of lifeleffnefs, diftance from God,
[diinprofitableneis. But dill there appears a con-

kxoX
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ftant care, from day to day, not to lofe time, but to|

employ it all for God.]
Tuefday, November 29. I began to ftudy the In.|

dian tongue, with Mr. cergcant at Stockbridge.*J
I was perplejied for want of more retirement

1|

love to live alone in my own little cottage^ where l|

can fpcnd much time in prayer.

Saturday, December 3. 1 rode home to my houfel

and people. Suffered much 'with extreme cold«—..I

I truil, I (hall ere long arrive, where my toils lhall|

ceafe.

Monday, December 5. I rode to StockbridgJ

but was almoft outdone with the extreme cold. l|

had fome refrefliing meditations by the way ; but wa$|

barren and lifelefs much of the day. Thus my days!

roll away with but little done for God, and this ii|

my burden.

Tuefday, December 6. I was perplexed to fee thej

anity and levity of profeffed chridians : but I fpen

the evening with a chriftian friend, that was able

fympathize with me in my fpiritual confli<as.

Thurfday, Decern? ' 8. My mind was loft wit!

different affeftions. 1 ^as looking round in the worll

to fee if there was not fome happinefs to be derivei|

from it. God, and fome objedls in the world, feemp

each to invite my heart, and my foul feemed to

diftradled between them. I have not been fo befd

for a long time, with relation to fome objedls whici

I thought myfelf mod dead to. But while I was deJ

firing to pleafe myfelf with any thing below, forrowj

and perplexity, attended the firft motions of defire.-

I found no peace, or deliverance from this diftradlioi^

till I found accefs to the throne of grace, and as fooj

as I had any fenfe of God, the allurements of the worl/

vanifhed. But my foul mourned over my folly, thai

I ihoulj

* The commi«sioners had directed him to spend much tin

this winter with Mr. Sergeant, to learn the language of the Inj

dians; which necessitated him very often to ride backwards;

forwards, twenty miles through the uninhabited woods betvreei

Stockbridge and Kaunaumeek. This many times exposed bin

to extreme hardship in the severe ieason of the wimter.
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I JUiould defite any pleafure but in God. God for-

give my fpiritual idolatry

!

Thurfday^ December 22. I fpent this day alone ia "<

hfHiuf' and prayer, and reading in God's word, the

exercifes and deliverances of his children. 1 had
realizing apprehenfions of divine power, grace, and
holinefs; and alfo of the unchangeablenels of God»
that he is the fame as he was, when he delivered his

faints of old out of tribulation. My foul was fundry

times in prayer tenlarged for God's church and peo-

ple. Ot that Zion might become the '*joy of the
whole earth j"

Monday, December 26. I rode down to Stock-

bridge, but was very much fatigued with my journey,

wherein I underwent great hardlhip, being much ex*

pofed and very wet by falling into a river. I fpent

the day and evening without much fenfe of divine

things, but perplexed with wandering thoughts.

Thurfday, December 29. I fpent the day mainly

in cottverfmg with friends ; yet enjoyed little fatisfac-

tioni becaufe I could find but few difpofed to converfe

of heavenly things. Alas, what are the things of this

world, to afford fatisfadlion to the foull 1 blefled

God for retirement, and that I am not always expofed

to company. O, that I could live " in the fecret of
Qod';s prefencej"

Friday, December 30. I was in a folemn, devout

frame, and wondered that earth, with all its charms,

fliould ever allure mje in the leaft degree. O, that I
could, always realize the being and holinefs of God I

Saturday, December 31. I rode from Stockbridge

home : the air was clear and calm, but as cold as

ever I felt it. I was in great danger of perifliing by
the extremity of the feafon.

Lord's day, January 1, 1743-4?. Of a truth God
has be^n gracious to me the pad year, though he has

caufed me to pafs through many forrows. He has pro-

vided for me bountifully, fo that X have been enabled

In about fifteen months paft, to beftow to charitable

vfe^ about an hundred pounds, Bleffed be the Lord,
ihat he has fo far ufed me as bU fitwardt to diftribute

F a pQrt'tQu
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a portion of his goods. May I always remember, that

all I have comes from God. BlefTed be the Lord,

that has carried me through all the toils, fatigues,

and hardihips of the year paft. O, that I could begin

this year with God^ and fpend the whole of it to hit

gloryt either in life or death !

Tuefday, January 3. My time paflTes away fo fwift-

ly, that I am aftoniflied when I refled 4iow little

I do in it. My (late of folitr^de does not make the

hours hang heavy upon my hands. O, what reafon of

thankfulnefs have I on account of this retirement ! I

do nor, and it feems I cannot, lead a chriflian life

when I am abroad, and cannot fpend time in de*

votion, chriflian converfation, and meditation.

Thofe weeks that I am obliged to be from home, in

order to learn the Indian tongue, are moftly fpent in

barrennefs, and I feel myfelf a flranger at the throne

of grace. When I return home, and give myfelf to

meditation, prayer, and fading, a new fcene opens,

and my foul longs for mortification, felf-denial, hu-

mility, and divorcement from all the things of the

world.

Wednefday, January 4. Time appeared a moment^

like a vapour, and all its enjoyments as empty huMs,
and fleeting blafts of wind.

Friday, January 6. Feeling my extreme weak-

nefs, and want of grace, I fet apart this day for fad-

ing and prayer, neither eating nor drinking from even-

ing to evening : and my foul intenfely longed, that

the dreadful fpots and Rains of my fin may be waih*

ed away. My mind was fweetly fixed on divine

things : my refolution for a life of mortification,

continual watchfulnefs, felf>denial, ferioufnefs, and

devotion to God, were drong and fixed; my de-

fkrea ardent and intenfe : my confcience tender, and

afraid of every appearance of evil. My foul was

grieved with the reflexion on my pad levity, and

want of refolution for God. I folemnly renew-

ed my dedication of myfelf to God, and longed for

grace to enable me always to keep covenant with

him.

Saturday*
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Saturday* January 14. This morning, I enjoyed

a folcmn feafon in prayer : my foul feemed enlarged,

to pour out itfelf to God for grace, and for every

blemng I wanted, for myfelf, my dear chrtftian friends,

and for the church of Godr I was I'o enabled to

\fee htm who is invifible, that my foul re/led upon him

for the performance of every thing I aiked. It was

my happinefs, to •* continue inftant in prayer." My
foul was ** llrong in the Lord, and in the power of

his might ."^ I longed exceedingly for angelic holi-

nefs, and to have all my thoughts, at all times, em«
ployed in heavenly things. O, how blefTed is aa
heavenly temper! O, how unfpeakbly bleifed it is,

to feel a meafure of that redUtude, in which we were:

at firft created

!

[The next day he fpeaks offome glimpfes he had of

the divine glories; but, feems to have been filled with

fears left he (hculd return to a life of vanity, to pleafe

himfelf with fome of the enjoyments of this world, and
fpeaks of his being much troubled, that he ihould ad-

drefs immortal foms with no more ardency and defire

of their falvation.]

Thurfday, February 2. I fpent this day in fafting

and prayer, feeking the prefence and afliflance of

God, that he would enable me to overcome all my
corruptions and fpiritUcil enemies.

Saturday, February 4. I enjoyed freedom and fpi-

ritual refrelhment ; was enabled to pray with ferven-

cy, and longing defires for Zion's profperity, and my
faith and hope feemed to tah hold of God^ for the per-

formance of what I was enabled to plead for. Sanc-
tification in myfelf, and the ingathering of God'^
ele^ was all my defire, and the hope oi its accom*
plilhment all my joy.

. Monday, February 6. This morning, my foul

again was ftrengthened in Gocl, and found fweet re*

pofe in him ; longing efpecially for the complete mor-
tification of fenfuality and pnde, and for refignatioa

to God's difpenfations, at all times, as thrpugn grace

H felt it ^t this time. 1 did not defire deliverance

from

I
K'if,

1'.'^
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froiti any difficulty that attends my c Ireurn fiances, oi.

lefs God were willing.

Tuefday, February 7. I was much engaged in me.

ditation on the powers and affeAions of the godly fouls

in their purfuit of their beloved objedl : wrote fome.

thing of the native language of ipiritual fenfation, in I

its ibft and tender whifpcrs; declaring, that it no\c

** feels and taftes that the Lord is gracious ;" that he I

is the fupreme good, the only fatisfying happinefs;

that he is a complete, fufficient, and almighty per.

tion, faying,

" IVhom have I in heaven hut ihee^ and there is nam
I

uf>on earth that I dejire befides thee, O, I feel it is heaven

to pleafe him, and to be juft what he would have mc

to be ! O, that my foul were holy^ as he is holy ! O, that

it were pure^ even as Chrijl is pure ; and perfeSt as mj\

Father in heaven is perftS I Thefe, I feel, are the fweet.

cLi commands in God's book, comprifing all others.

And (hall I break them! mud I break them! ami
under a necedlty of it as long as I live in the world

!

my foul, woe, woe is me that I am afmner, becaufe

1 grieve and offend this bleffed God, who is infinite

in goodnefs and grace! O metbinks, if he would

punifh me for m}' fins, it would not wound my heart

fo deep as to offend him : but though I fin continually,

yet he continually repeats his kindnefs to me ! I could I

bear any fuffering ; but how can I bear to grieve and

difhonour this bleffed God ! How fhall I yield ten

thoufand times more honour to him ? What fhall 1 do
|

to glorify this bed of beings ? O, that I could confc

crate myfelf, foul and body, to his ferv ice for ever!

O, that I could give up myfelf to him, fo as never i

more to attempt to be my own, or to have any will

or affe<flions that are not perfectly conformed to him t

But, alas,' alas ! I cannot be thus entirely devoted to

God. O ye angels, do ye glorify him incefTantly:

and if poffible, proftrate yourfelves lower and lower

before the blefTed King of heaven ? I long to bear a

|

part wich yo% and, if it were poffible, to help you.

O, when we have done all that we can to all eternity,!

we fhall not be able to offer the ten thoufandth partj

of the homage that the glorious God deferves
!"

Thurfday,!



H:r:

{ 63 )
.

•

Thurfday, February 9. 1 obfcrved this day as a

day of falling and prayer, intreating God to be-

ftow upon me his bleiling and grace, efpeciaJly to

enable me to live a life of mortification to the world,

as well as of refignation and patience. I enjoyed a

[realizing fenfe of divine power and goodnefs in

prayer; and was enabled to roll the burden. of my
felf and friends, and of Zion, upon the goodnefs of

IGod.

Friday, February 10. I was exceedingly opprefTed

I

with (hame, grief, and fear, under a fenfe of my
palt folly. When God fets before me my pa ft mif-

conduA, efpecially any inftance^ of mi/guided ^*al, it

finks my foul into (hame and confufion.—I have no
confidence to hold up my face, even before my fel-

llow-worms ; but only when my foul confides in'God,

land I find tl:e fweet temper of Chrift, the fpirit of hu-
mility, folemnity, mortification, and refignation alive

|in my foul.

Monday, February 3. I rode to Stockbxidge,

land had a- more refrefliing tafte and relifh of hea-

Ivenly bleflednefs, than I. have enjoyed for many
Imonths paft. I have many times, of late, felt as ar-

jdent defires of holinefs as ever ; but not fo much fenfe

-

[)f the unfpeakable pleafure of the enjoyments and
employments of heaven. My foul longed to leave

earth, and bear a part with angels in their celeftial

employments. My foul faid, ** Lord, it is good to

)ehere;*' and it appeared to me better to die, than

to lofe the reliHi of thefe heavenly delights.

Wednefday, February 22.' I had as clear a fenfe of
the pollution of my nature, as ever I remember to

lave had in my life. I then appeared to myfelf inex-

Jreffibly loathfome and defiled ; fins of childhood, of
early youth, and fuch follies as I had not thought of
for years together, came freih to my view, as if com-
litted but yefterday. Yet I was fupported under my
)urdens,-and found it was fweet ?.nd comfortable to

lean on God.
Friday, March 2. I never felt fo much love to my

F 3 . enemies.

" i\
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enemies, (though at that time I found fuch a difpo-

fition, that I fcarce knew how to think that any I'uch

thing as enmity lodged in my foul ; it feemed as if all

the world niuft needs be friends;) and never prayed

with more freedom and delight for myfelf or deareft
|

friends than I did now for them.

Saturday, March 3. I fpent an hour in prayer,!

with great intenfenefs and freedom, and with the moft

foft and tender afFe<5Hon towards mankind. 1 longed

that thole who I have reafon to think owe me ill.|

will, might be eternally happy. It feemed refreftiing,

to think of meeting them in heaven, how much fo.|

ever they had injured me on earth. I had no dif.

pofition to inlift upon any confeflion from them, in

order to reconciliation, and the exercife of lova aiid
# I

Icindnefs to them. O, it is an emblenn of heaven, to

love all the world with a love of kindnefs, for-

givenefs, and benevolence ; to feel our fouls fedate,

mild, and meek ; to be void of all evil furmifingi

and fufpicions, and fcarce able to think evil of any

man upon any occafion ; to find our hearts fimpie,

open, and free, to thofe that look upon us with a|

different eye.

Lord's day, March 4. I enjoyed the fame Intenfe-

nefs in prayer as yefterdr.y, though not in fo great i\

degree : felt the fame fpirit of love, univerfal be»|

nevolence, forgivenefs, humility, refignation, morti*

ficatton to the world, and compofure of mind asl

then. ** My foul refted in God, and 1 found, ll

wanted no other refuge or friend. While my foull

thus truds in God, all things feem to be at peace withl

me, even the flones of the earth : but when I can-

not apprehend and conBde in God, all things appearj

wirh a different afped.

Saturday, March 10. I felt exceeding dead tol

the world, and all its enjoyments. I was ready to

give up life, and all its comforts, as foon as called to

it ; and yet then had as much comfort of life as al-

moft ever I had. Life itfelf appeared but an empty

bubble; the riches, honours, and enjoyments of it I

extremely taftelefs. I longed to be perpetually andl

entirely
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«itirely crucified to all things here below. My foul

was fweetly refigned to God's difpofal of me, in

every refped ; and 1 faw, there had nothing happen-

ed to me but what was beft for me. I confided in

God, that he would " never leave me," though I

fhould ** walk through the valley of the fhadow of

death." It was " my meet and drink to be holy,

to live to the Lord, and die to the Lord." 1 then

enjoyed fuch a heaven, as far exceeded the moft

fublime conceptions of an unregeneiated foul, and
even unfpeakably beyond what I myfelf could con-

ceive at another time. I did not wonder, that Pe-

ter faid, " Lord, it is good to be here," when thus

refrefiied with divine glories. My foul was full of
love and tendernefs in the duty of interceffion ; efpe-

cially of fweet affedlion to fome godly miniders. I

prayed earneftly for thofe I have reafon to fear arc

my enemies, ; and could not have fpoken a word of
bitternefs, or entertained a bitter thought againft the

vileft man living, I had fuch a fenfe of my own great

unworthinefs. My foul fecmed to breath forth love

and praife to God afrefli, when I thought he would
let his children love and receive me as one of their

brethren and fellow- citizens. And when I thought of

their treating me in that manner, I longed to lie at

their feet, and could think of no way to exprefs the

fincerity and fimplicity of my love and efteem of

them, as being much better than myfelf.—1 longed

to get on my knees, and afk torgivenefs of every body
that ever had feen any thing amifs in my pall con-

duit, efpecially in my religious %eaL

Lord's day, March 11. I preached from the pa-

ral>le of the fowerj had fome freedom, affeftion, and
fervency in addrefling my poor people ; longing

that God fliould take hold of their heaits, and make
them fpiritually alive. And indeed 1 had fo much
to fay to them, that I knew not how to leave off

fpeaking.* Monday,

:i;^

m^%

%m

• This was the last Sabbath that ever he performed public

service at Kaunaiimeek, and these the last lermocs that ever

he preached there.
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Monday, March 12. My fpirit was full of quiet-

nef$, and love to mankind, and I longed that peace

ihould reign on the earth. I was grieved at the very

thoughts of a Jiery^ angryy and intemperate zeal in re.

ligion ; mourned over my pad follies, and confided
i

in God for ftrength and grace fufficient for my fu«

ture work and trials. Spent the day mainly in

hard labour, making preparations for my intended
|

journey.

Tuefday, March 13. I enjoyed fome freedom and I

fervency, intreating that the divine prefence might

attend me in every place where my bufinefs might lead

me ; and had a particular reference to the trials that

I apprehended I might be more eminently expofed to
|

in particular places.

Wednefday, March 14. I enjoyed fome inteni^.

jnefs of foul in prayer, repeating my petitions fori

God*s prefence in every place, and befought the

Lord that I might not be too much pleafed with mj
dear friends and acquaintance. Near ten 1 fet out]

on my journey, and before' night came to Stockbridge.

Thurfday, March 15. I rode down to Sheffield.]

Here I met a meflenger from £a(l-Hampton on Long-

Ifland, who by the unanimous vote of that largel

town, was fent to invite me thither, in order to fet-

tle with that people. 1 knew not what to do, butj

endeavoured to commit the cafe to God.
[The two next dayjj, he went no further than Sa»

lifbury, being much hindered by the rain. When
he came there, he was much indifpofed.—He fpeaks

of comfortable and profitable converfation with

cbriftian friends on thefe days.]

Lord*s day, March 10, [At Salifbury] I was ex-

ceeding we: k and faint, fo that I could fcarce walk:

but God was pleafed to afford me much freedom,

clearnefs, and fervency in preaching.—Here another

meflenger met me, and informed me of the vote of
|

another congregation, to give me an invitation to

come among them. 1 was fomething exercifed in

mind with a burden of care. O, that God would
<* fend forth faithful labourers ij^to hi» harvell

!''

[After
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[After this, he went forward on his journey t«-

I
wards New-York and New-Jerfey, in which he pro-

ceeded flowly ; performing his journey under great

bodily indifpofition. However, he preached feveral

[times by the way, in which he had confiderable

laflrftance : hefpeaks of comfort in converfation with

Ichriftian friends, but yet complains of a decline of

|life, or vivacity in religion, by means of his conftant

removal from pliice to place, and want of retirement.

|He came to New-York on Wednefday, March 2&,

land to Elizabetb-''^own on the Saturday following,

^here it f&ems he waited till the commi^ioners came
[together.]

Thurfday, April 5. I attended on the commlfll-

)ners in their meeting,* and refolved to go on ftill

nth the Indian affair, if Divine Providence permitted;

although I had before felt fome inclination to ga to

"Haft-Haropton.f

[After

* The Indians of Kaunaumeek being but few in numbefy
Bind Mr. firainerd having now been labouring among them
ftbout a year, and having prevailed upon them to be willing

^0 leave Kaunaumeek, and remove to Stockbridge, to live

constantly under Mr. Sergeant's ministry ; he thought he might
now do more service for Christ among the Indians elsewhere,

le therefore went this journey to New Jersey to lay the mat-
ter before the commissioners ; who met at £lieabeth-Town, o«
this occasion, and determined that he should forthwith leavt

[aunaumeek, and go to the Delaware Indians.

I By the invitations Mr. Brainerd had lately received, h
appears that it was not from necessity, or for want of oppor-
tunitie» to settle in the ministry among the English, that he
ras determined to forsake all outward comforts, and to go and
ppend his life among the bruitish savages. He had, just as he
iras leaving Kaunaumeek, an earnest invitation to a settlement

at East-Hampton on Long-Island, the fairest, pleasantest town
on the whole island, and one of its largest and most wealthy
parishes. The people there were unanimous in their desires f
have him for their pastor, and for a long time continued in an
earnest pursuit of it. Besides he had an invitation to Milling-

toa, which was near his native town, and in the midst of hts

Ifriends. Nor did Mr. Brainerd chuse the business of a misst*

onary, rather than accept of those invitations, because he was
Dnacquaioted with the difficulties and sufFerings which attended

luck

'.':'
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[After tBis, he continued two or three days in \ht\

Jerfeys, very ill, and then returned to New-York J
and from thence into New-England, and went toi

his native town of Haddam, where he arrived ot|

Saturday, April 14.]

Tuefday, April 17. I found more of God*s pre.

fence, than I have done any time in my late weari.!

fome journey. Eternity appeared very near ; my naJ

ture was very weak, and feemed ready to be diflblvedJ

the fun declining, and the fhadows'of the eveninH

drawing on apace. O, I longed to fill up the remainJ

ing moments, all for God 1 though my body was fo|

feeble and wearied with preaching, and private con

verfation, yet X wanted to fit up all the night to dol

fomething for God. To God, the giver pf thefe re.j

frefhmentSf be glory for ever and ever.

[After this, he viiited feveral minideri in Coiuj

neSicut, and then travelled tovrards Kaunaumeek
and came to Mr. Sergeant's at Stockbridge,ThurfdajJ

>lpril 26.]
Friday and Slaturdayi April 27 and 28. I fp

fome time in difcourfing witn my people, (who we

now moved down from their own place to Mr. SerJ

geant's,) and found them very glad to fee me returnedl

Monday, April SO. I rode to Kaunaumeek, butl

was extremely ill; and did not enjoy the comfort
l|

hoped for in my own houfe.

Tuefday, May 1. Having received new orders tol

go to the Indians in Delaware river in Pennfylvania,!

and my people here being moftly removed to Mr.|

Sergeant's, I this day took all my clothes, books, &&I

and difpofed of them, and fet out for Delaware riverJ

but made it my way to return to Mr Sergeant's;!

whicU

such a service : for he had had experience of these difficultial

in summer and winter: having spent ahout a twelvemonthl

in a lonely desert among these savages, where he had gone!

through extreme hardships, a train of outward and inwardl

sorrows. Notwithstanding all these things, he chose still to gal

on; and that, although the place he was now going to, was atal

much greater distance from most of hiy friends, ac^uaintancil

and native land.
'

» '
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rhich I did thiis day, juft at night. I rode ieveral

^ours in the rain through the howling wildernefs, al-

lough I was fo difordered in body, that little or no-

ling but blood came from me.

Tuefday, May 8. I fpent much of my time, while

iding, in prayer, that God would go with me to

)elaware. My heart fometimes was ready to fmk
^ith the thought* of. my work, and going alone in

le wildernefs, I knew not where : but fttll it was
)infortable, to think, that others of God's children

lad *' wandered about in caves and dens of the

rth:" And Abraham, when he was called to go
Drth, " went out, not knowing whither he went."

[The next day, he went forward on his journey

;

rofTed Hudfons river, and went to Goihen in the

lighlands, and (b travelled acrofs the woods, from
ludfon's river to Delaware, about an hundred miles^

trough a defolate and hideous country, above New-
fey, where were very few fettlements ; in which

buraey he fuiFered much fatigue and hardfhips. He
ifited fome Indians in the way,* and difcourfed with

kem concerning chriftianity, but was melancholy and
^fconfolate, being alone in a ftrange wildernefs. On
iturday, he came to a fettlement of Iri(h and Dutch
eople, about twelve miles above the Forks of Dela»

fare.]

On May 10th, I met with a number of Indians in

place called Minniflinks, about a hundred and
brty miles from Kaunaumeek, and diredtly in my
fay to Delaware river. With thefe Indians I fpent

|)me time, firft addreifing their king in a friendly

tanner ; and after fome difcourfe, I told him I had

I

defire to indrudt them in chriflianity. At which he
mghed, turned his back upon me, and went away.

then addreffed another principal man in the fame
Janner, who faid he was willing to hear me. After

^me time, I followed the king into his houfe, and re-

:wed my difcourfe to him : but he declined talking,

and

if'iiii

. (t .»! V,

H\
-'1 ' '• '*pfflHs^ffV ill

;l4t^^

I

• Sec Mr. Brainerd's Narrttlvcy in a letter to Mr. Pemberton,
the end of his ordination sermon—page 32, 33.
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q<nd left the affair to another, who appeared to be 2

1

rational man. He talked very warmly near a quarterl

of an hour, and inquired why I defired the Indians!

to become chrtftiansy feeing the chri(lians were fo|

much worfe than the Indians. The chridians, M
faid, would lie, ileal and drink, worfe than tJiel

Indians. It was they fird taught the Indians to bel

drunk : and they ftole from one another, to that 41
gree, that their rulers were obliged to hang them fori

it, and that was not fufHcient to deter others froml

the like practice. But the Indians, he added, wern

none of them ever hanged for ftealing, and yet then

did no.t (leal half fo much, and he fuppofed thatii

the Indians fhould become chriftians, they theiT

would be as bad as thefe. He added, they woull

live as their fathers lived, and go w^here their fatk

were, when they died. I then freely oiuned, lamenUi

and joined with him in condemning the ill condudt

fome who are called chr'iftians ; told him, thefe wen

not chriftlan: in heart ; that 1 hated fuch wicked prd
tices, and did not delire the Indians to become M
as thefe.—And when he appeared calmer, I afte

him if he were willing that I fhould come and fee then

again : he replied, he (hould be willing to fee

again, as a friend^ if I would not denre them
become chr'ijl'ians.—I then bid them farewel, anfl

profecuted my journey towards Delaware. MaJ

13th I arrived at a place called by the Indians, SakJ

hauwotung, witliin the Forks of JDeJaware in Pejin

fylvania.

Here alfo, when I came to tlie Indians, I falutei

their king, in a manner I thought moft engaging!

and foon after informed him of my defire to inftruf

them in the chrifllan religion. After he had confulJ

ed a few minutes with two or three old men, lie toll

me, he was willing to hear. I then preached
thofe few that were prefent, who appeared very ati

tentive. And the king in particular feemed bothtj

wonder, and at the fame time to be well pleafed will

what I taught them, refpeding the divine BeinJ

And fince that time he has ever fliewn bimfelf fiienii

1
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ly to me, giving me free liberty to preach in his

houfe, whenever I think fit—Here therefore I fpent

the greater part of the fummer, preaching ufually in

the king's houfe.

The number of Indians in this place is but fmall

;

inoft of thofe that formerly lived here, are remov-
ed farther back in the country. There are nofr more
that ten houfes hereabouts, that continue to be inha-

bited $ and fome of thefe are feveral miles diftant

llfrom others, which makes it difficult for the Indians

to meet together fo frequently as could be defired.

When I firft began to preach here, the number of

[hearers was very fmall ; often not exceeding twenty,

or twenty-five perfons ; but towards the latter part of
the fammer, their number incrcafed, fo that I have
frequently had forty perfons or more, atoace: and
often the mod of them belonging to thofe parts.

Lord's-day, May 13. I rofe early; felt very

I

poorly after my long journey, and after being wet and
fatigued. I have icarce ever feen fuch a gloomy
Imoraing in my life ; there appeared to be no Sabbath ;

[the children were all at play; I a ftranger in the

wildernefs, and knew not wher^ to go, and all cir«

[cumftances feemed to confpire to render my a£Fairs

[dark and difcouraging. I mourned after the prefence

lof God, and feemed like a creature baniflied from his

Ifight! Yet he was pleafed fo fupport my fmking
[foul, amidfl all my forrows; fo that I never enter-

jtained any thought of quitting my bufinefs among the

>oor Indians ; but was comforted to think, that

[death would ere long fet me free from thefe diftref-

|fes.--^I rode about three or four miles to the Irifh

[people, where I found fome that appeared fober and
[concerned about religion. My heart then began to

[be a little encouraged : I went and pr^ched, firft

[to the Irifh, and then to the Indians. In the even-

ling, was a little comforted ; my foul feemed to reft

[on God and take courage. O, that the Lord would
[be my fupport and comforter in an evil world

!

G ^ Monday,

iff

f %>!
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Monday, May 14. I felt myfelf loofe from all thi I

^orld ; aU appeared ** vanity and vexation of fpirit.'*

I feemed lonefome» as if I were baniflied from all

mankind, and bereaved of all that is called pleafunu

ble in the world ; but appeared to myfelf fo vile and

tinworthy, that it feemed fitter for me to be here thaij

any where.

Thurfday, May 17. I was greatly diftreiTed widial

fcnfe 6f my viknefs ; appearing to myfelf too bad

to walk on God's eartih. He was pleaied to let nc

fee my inward pollution to fuch a degree, that I al>

moft defpaired of being made holy. In the aftemooo

I met with the Indians, according to appointmenu

and preached to them. While riding to them, my

Ibul feemed to confide in God, and afterwards bad

fome enlargement in prayer : vital piety and holi*!

nefs appeared fweet to me, and I longed for the p€r*{

fedlion of it.

Lord's-day, May 20. 1 preached twice to thij

poor Indians, and enjoyed f«me freedom in fpeak.

ing. My foul longed for affiftance from above, aOl

the while ; for I faw I had no ftrength for that worU
Afterwards I preached to the Irim people ; and ki
veral feemed much concerned, with whom I difJ

courfed fome time with freedom and power. BlefTdl

be God for any afliftance to an unworthy worm.
Lord's-day, May 27. 1 vifited my Indians in thel

morning, and attending upon 2.funeral among thentl

was affe^ed to fee their Beatheni/b praSicet. O, tbatl

they might be ** turned from darknefs to light !" Afterj

wards Igot a confiderable number of them together,

and preached to them, and obferved them very at.[

tentive. I then preached to the white people, andl

feveral feemed much concerned ; efpecially one whol

had been qflucated a Roman catholic. Blefled be tbe|

Lord for any help

!

Monday, June 11. This day the Jrr/hytery met
Newark, in order to my ordination, I was very weakj

and difordered in body; yet endeavoured to rej

my confidence in Xjrod. At three in the afternoon
',

^preached my probation ferniou; from A&s zxvi. nJ

16. belD^I
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19. being a text given me for that end. Afterwards.^

] pafl*ecran examination before the preflytery. Mf
Inind was burdened with the greatnefs of that charge

I was about to take upon me; fo that I could not
fkep this nighty though very weary and' in great need

1 of reft.

Tuefday, June 1^ I was this morning further

Icxaniined, reijpeAine my experimental acquiuntance'

with chriftianity. At ten o'clock my orSnalion was
[attended; the fermon preached by the* Reyerend

IMr Pemberton. At diis time I was sflR^ed with a
fenfe of the important tnift committed to Aie; yet

Iwat compofedy and folemn, without diftra^ont

[and I then («• many times before) gave myfelf up
God» to be for hiniy and not for another. O, that

|I might always be enffased in the fervice of God,.

id duly remember theTotemn duurgt I have received^

Ae {icifnce of Godi angels, and nien»^

s ^
''

I'-.
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PART IV.

From hii ordlnaiion^ till he began to preach to the Jndiant

at Crofweekfung*

THURSDAY, June 14. I wondered, that Cod
ihould open the hearts of any to treat me with

kindnefij, and faw myfelf to be unworthy of any

favour, ^om God or men. I had much pain in my
|

head ; l^pwever, determired to fet out on my jour*

ney to^yards Delaware; but in the afternoon my I

pain increafed, fo that I was obliged to take to I

my bed ; and the night following, was greatly dif*

treiled with pain and ficknefs, and almoft bereaved I

of the exercife of reafon. On Saturday I was fom^
thing relieved: but unable to walk till the Monday
following. 1 often admired the goodnefs of God,

that he did not fuffer me to proceed on my journey

from this place where I was fo tenderly ufed, audi

to be fick by the way among ftrangers.—God is very

gracious to me, both in health and ficknefs, and in*{

termingles much mercy with all my aflliflions.

[On Tuefday, June 19. He fet out, and in three!

days reached his place, near the Forks of Delaware.]

Lord's-day, June 24. I was fcarce able to walk;

however, vifited my Indians, and took much pains

to inftruA them. But my mind was much burdened

with the weight of my work. My whole dependence

was on God, who alone 1 faw could make them wil'|

ling to receive inftrudtion. My heart was much en-

gaged in prayer, fending up fdent requefts to God, I

even while I was fpeaking to them. O, that I could
|

always go in the ftrength of the Lord !

Monday, June 25. To an eye of reafon every!

thing that refpedls the converfion of the Heathen i«

as dark as midnight: and yet I cannot but hope in|

God, for the accomplifliment of fomething glc.rious

among them. My foul longed much for the ad*

vancement
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.Tancement of the Redeemer's kingdom on earthy

•

land was very- fearful, left I (hould admit fome vain^

thought* and fo lofe the fenfe 1 had of divine things*

Of for an abiding heavenly temper

!

Tuefday, June 26. I was much difcouraged with"

jtiie extreme difficulty of the work, yet God fup«

ported me ; and though the work of their converfion-

appeared « impoffible with man, yet with God" I

f^w *< all things were poffible." My faith was much-
ftrengthenedy byobferving the wonderful ailiftance

God afforded his fervants^ Nehemtah and Ezra in

reforming his people, and re eftablifliing hi<^ ancient

church. I was much affifted in prayer, ei'pecially

for the poor Heathen, and thofe of my own charge ;;

and hoped that God would bow tlie heavens and'

come down for their falvation. It ieemed to mei
there could be no - impediment fufficient to obftru^;

that elorious work, feeing the living God, as I^

ftrongiy hojped, was engaged- for it. I continued

folemnly lifting up my heart to God, that I might

\he more mortified to this world, that my foul might

be taken up continually in the advancement of

Ghrift's Kingdom $ and longed that God would purge

me more, that I might be as a chofen veifel to bear

'

{bis name among the Heathens.

Wednefday, June 27« Iti the afternoon, I rode'

Ifeveral miles to fee if I could procure any lands for

the poor Indians, that they might live together, and

'

be under better* advantages for inftru6bion. While *

Iwas riding, I had a deep fenfe of the difficulty of

my work;- and my foul relied wholly upon God<
f6r fuccefs, in the diligent and faithful ufe of means.

I faw with the greateft certainty that the arm of the

\Lord mull be revealed^ for the help of thefe poor

Heathen, -if ever they would hei delivered from the"

[bondage of the powers of darknefs.

Thiirfday, June 28. Towards noon I rode up to

I

the Indiiins j and while going, my heart went up to

God in prayer for thtm. I could freely tell God,
hb knew the caufe was not mine, but his own, and<

jittwouldbe for his own glory to convert the poor*

G3/ Indiaa&s:

m

''f *
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In^tars : and blefTed be God, I felt no defire of|

honour from the world, as the inftrument r>v' it.

• Saturday, June MO. My foul was r uwh folcm.l

nized in reading God's word { efpeciaii; '.ho r.lnth

chapter of Daniel. I faw how God iiad calkd

out his fervants to prayer, and made them urefcl

tie with him, when he defigned to bellow any

great mercy on his church. And I was afhamed of

myfelf, to think of my dulnefs and inactivity, when

there feemed to be fo much to do for th*? upbuilding

of Zton. O, how does Zion lie wafte ! I longed

that the church of God might be enlarged, and

was enabled to pray in faith ; my foul feemed fenJ

iihly to confide in God, and was enabled to wreftle

with him. Afterwards, I walked abroad to a plu«|

of fweet retirement, and enjoyed alii (lance in pray,

er again : had a fenfe ofmy great need of divine he]p,|

and felt my foul fenfibly depend on God.
Lord'a-day, July 1. After I came to the Indians,!

my mind was confufed ; and 1 felt nothing of that

iweet reliance upon God, that my foul has been con.

forted with in days paft. In the afternoon I felt

itill barren, when I began to preach. I feemed to

Inyfelf to know nothing, and to have nothing to fay

to the Indians ; but foon after, I found in myfelf J
fpirh of love, and warmth, and power, to addrefs

the poor Indians; and God helped me to plead

with them, to ** t irn from all the vanities of the

Heathen, to the living God :" I am perfuaded, the

Lord touched their confciences ; for I never faw fucb

attention in them before. Whenv I came away, I

ipent the whole time I was riding, in prayer and

praife to God. After I had rode two miles, it came

into my mind to dedicate myfelf to God again;

which I did with great folemnity, and ii»rpeakable

fati«:fa<5lion ; efpecially giving up myfelf t© him

anew in the wcrk of the miniftry. And this 1 did

without any exception or referve ; not in the leaftj

fliFinking back from any difficulties, that might al^

lend this bleffed work. I was moft free, cheerfuU

and full in this dedication of myfelf. My whole

il-ul
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foul cried, ** Lord, to thee I dedicate myfelf : O,
accept of me, and let xne be thine for ever. Lord,

I defire nothing elle ; I defire nothing more. O
come, come Lord, accept a poor worm. H^hom have

/ iff heaven but thee ? anJ there is none upon earth, that /
Jfjre heftdes thee,** After this, I was enabled to

praife God with my whole foul, that he had en-

abled me to devote and confccrate all my powers to

I him in this folenm manner. My heart rejoiced in

my particular work as a mtJUionary ; rejoiced in my
ncceflity of felf-denial; and dill continued to give

up myfelf to God, and implore mercy of him,,

praying inceflantly, every moment, with fweet fer-

vency. My nature being very weak of late, was
[now confiderably overcome : my fingers grew very -

feeble, and numb, fo that I could fcarcely ftretch

Ithem out (Iraight ; and when lighted from my horfe»

II could hardly walk, my joints feeming all to be
hoofed. But 1 felt abundant Jirength in the inner man,

|l preached to the white people, and God helped me
mch. Sundry of my poor Indians were fo moved

IS to come to meeting alfo ; and one appeared much
:oncerned.

Tufcday, July 3. This morning, I was enabled to

)ray under a feeling fenfe of my neca- of help, and to

j)lead with God a confiderable time. Truly Go4
IS good to me. But my foul was grieved at my
lliuulnefs and barrennefs, and longed to be more en-
gaged for God. O, it is fweet to be the Lord*sy, to be
fenlibly devoted to him ! What a bleffed portion is

^rod ! How glorious, how lovely ! O my foul longed

^0 employ my time wholly for God !—In the evening,

iras enabled again to wreftle with God in prayer
/ith fervency, to maintain a felf-diffident and watch-

[ul frame of fpirit, jealous and afraid left I fliould ad-
lit careleffneis or felf-confidence.

Friday, July 6. I am, of late, moft of all concerned
[or minifterial qualifications, and the converfion of the
peathen : laft year, 1 longed to be prepared for the

wld of glory, and fpeedily to depart out of this

wld 5 but of late my chief concern is for the conver-

fion

it

fl'i
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fiott of the Heathen ;- and for that end, I long to live.

But blefTed be Gcdi V have lefs defire to live to any

of the pleafures of the worldj than ever I had. I long

and love to be a pilgrim ; and vant grace to imitate

the Itfe, labours,- and fufferings of St. Paul among
the Heathen. And when I long for holinefs now, it

is chieffy, that thereb]^. I may become an ** able mi*

nifter of the New Teftament," efpecially to the Hea.
then. I fpent two hours this morning in reading

and prayer; and was in a watchful tender frame,

afraid of every thing that'might cool my affe^ions

and draw away my heart^omGod.
Lord's-day, July 8. I' was watchful, tender, and

jealous of my own heart, led P fliould admit carelelf.

nef^ and vain txiaughts, and grieve the blefTed Spirit,

£3 that he fbould withdraw his fweet, kind, and teo<^|

der influences* I longed to " depart, and be with

ehrift," more than at any time of late. Mjr foul way

exceedingly united to the faints of ancient times, at

wellas thofe now living ;jefpecially my foul melted for

the fociety of Elijah and Elifha.

Wednefday, July Ih Mjr foul was diffident,

watchful, and tender, left I (hould offend my h\effii\

Friend, in thought or behaviour. I' confided in,

and leaned upon the bkffed God. Oi what need

did I fee myfelf to ftand in of God at all times, to a(lill{

me and lead me

!

Saturday, July 21. Towards night my burden tt>

flpedihg my work among the Indians began to in*

creafe much, and was aggravated by hearing fundrj

things that looked very difcouraging, in particular*!

that they intended to meet together the next day for|

an idolatrous feaft and dance. Then I began
in anguilh : T thought T muft in confeience go andl

endeavour to break them np; and knew not how to

attempt fuch a thing. However, I withdrew to|

prayer, hoping for ftrength from above. And
prayer I was exceedingly enlarged, and my loul wai

much drawn out.* I pleaded with fo much carnell'

nefs and importunity, that when I ro/e irom mj|

knees,. T could fcarcely, walk ftraight, my joints wei

'I loolei
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lloo/ed) the fweat ran down my face and body, and
[uatuie feemed as if it would diffolve. I knew they

Ivrere met together to worfhip devils, and not Gody

land this made me cry earneftiy, tliat God would ap-

pear, and help me in my attempts to break up this

idolatrous meeting. My foul pleaded long ; and I

Ithought God would go with me to vindicate his

[own caufe : thus I fpent the evening, praying iiicef-

fantly that I might not be felf-dependent, but have

ly whole dependence upon God. What I paffed

through was inexprellible. All the things here below

raniflied ; and there appeared to be nothing of any
Importance to me, but holinefs of heart and life, and
^he converfion of the Heathen to God. All my
;are8| fears, and defires, which might be faid to be

3f a worldly nature, difappeared ; and were of little

lore importance than a puff of wind. I exceeding*

|y longed, that God would get to himfelf a na^ie

imong the Heathen ; and I appealed to him with the

^reateft freedom, ^ that he knew I <* preferred him
ibove my chief joy." Indeed, I had no notion of

)y from this world ; 1 cared not where or how I

lived, or what hardihips I went through, fo that I
|ouId but gain fouls to Chrift.

Lord's-day, July 22. When I waked, my foul was
jurdened with what feemed to be before me : I cried

lo God, before I could get out of my bed. As foon

I was dre^d, I withdrew into the woods, to pour
bt my foul to him for affiftance ; and did. with un-,

ipeakable freedom give up myfelf afrefli to God, foe

life or death, for all harddiips he fhould call me to^

pong the Heathen, and felt as if nothing could dif*

[ourage me from this blefl'ed work. I had a-ftiong

Jope, that God would " bow the heavens and come
lown,** and do fome marvellous work among the

leathen. And when I was riding to the Indians,

ly heart was continually going up to God ; and
koping, that God would make this the day of his

wwer and grace amongft the poor Indians. When
came to theAH, I found them engaged in their fro-

fc J but through divine goodnefs I got them to break

up

I':
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tip and attend to my preaching : yet ftill there apkl

peared nothing of the fpecial« power of God among
them. I preached again to them in the afternoon;

and obferved they were more fober than before ; but

ftill faw nothing fpecial among them ; from whence

Satan took occafion to buffet me with thefe curfedl

fnggedions. There is no God, or if there be, he is noti

able to convert the Indians, before they have morel

inowledge. I was very weak and weary, and myil

foul borne down with perplexity, but was determineij

ftill to wait upon God.
Tuefday, July 24>. I rode over a hideous mounJ

tain« to a number of Indians, at a place caUeitl

Kaukfefauchung, more than thirty miles weftwardl

from the place where I ufually preach. I found!

about thirty perfons, and propofed my defire of|

preaching to them: they readily complied, andi|

preached to them only twice, they being juft then

moving from this place, to Sufquahannah-river.

While I was pfeaching^ they appeared fober, and

attentive: and were fomewhat luvprifedy haviilJ

Tlever before heard of thefe things. There wenl

two or three, who fufpedted that 1 had fome ill dJ
fign upon them ; and urged, that the white people!

had abufed them, and taken their lands from then,!

and therefore they had no reafen to think that theyl

were concerned for then: happinefs: but, on thtl

contrary, that they defigned to make them ilaves, opI

get them on board their vefiels, and make them fighq

with the people over the water, (as they expre^ei

it,) meaning the French and Spaniards. However,!

the moft or them appeared very friendly, and toldl

me, they were then going home to SufquahannabJ

and defired I would make them a vifit there, and ma-j

nifefted a ccmfiderable defire of inftruAion.

This invitation gave me fome encouragement

my great work ; and made me hope, that God dt-\

figned to *' open an effedual door to me" for fpreadJ

ing the gofpei among the poor Heathen farther weH'j

ward^
V * .
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IFromthefe Indians he returned to the Irifh fet-

tlement, and there preached to a numerous congre-

Igation : where was a confiderable appearance of

L\rakenine. Thurfday, he returned home, exceed-

[ingly fatigued and fpent{ ftill in the fame mortifica-

Ition to the world» and folicitous for the advance-

lent of Chrili's kingdom : and on this day he fays

:

1 have felt, this week, more of the fpirit of a piU

rim «ii tartbt than ever before-; and yet fo defirous

fo fee Zion's profperity, that I was not fo willing to

saye this fcene of forrow as I ufed to be."—On the

Sabbath, he was confined by illnefs, not able to go
)ttt to preach. He continued very ill all the week ;

ind fays, that ** he thoueht he never before endured

fuch a fe^on of diftremng weaknefs; and that his

iture was fo fpent, that he could neither (land, Cit^

jior lie with any quiet } that he was exercifed with

iztreme faintnefs and ficknefs at his ftomach ; and
lat his mind was as much difordered as his body«

fining to be ftupid, and without all kind of affec-

jions; and yet perplexed, to think, that he lived for

kothing, that precious time rolled away, and he
[ould do nothing but trifle.'*-—Concerning the next

ive days he writes thus, " On Lord's-.day, Auguft
I, was ftill very poorly. But though very weak, I
[lilted and preached to the poor Indians twice^ and
ras ftrengthened vaftly beyond my expe^ai o.>s»

Ind indeed, the Lord gave me freedom and ferTirji^

in addrelling them ; though I had not ihength
lough to ftand, but was obliged to fit down the

|rhole time. Towards night I was extremely weak,
linti fick, and full of pain. And I have coniinued

mch the fame laft week, through the moft of this,

it being now Friday,) unable to engage in any bufi-

ifs ; frequently unable to pray in the family. I have
?ither ftrength to read, meditate, or pray, anj
lis perplexes i^y mind> I feem like a man that has
[1 his eilate embarked in one fmall boat, unhappily

Joine adrift, down a fwift torrent. The poor owner
lanas on the ihore, and looks, and laments his lofs.

Ittt, alas 1 thou|;h my all feems to be adrift, and I

lUnd
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f^and and fee it, I dare not lament it ; for this iinks nyl

fpirits more, and aggravates my bodily diforders.
0,[

that God would pity my diftrefled date!"
The next three weeks, his illnefs was not fo ei.|

treme ; he was in fome degree capable of bufmefsJ

he alfo had, for the moft part, much inward affiftancJ

and often exprefles great longings for the enlargemeal

of Chrill's kingdom : fpeaks of his hope of this J
all his delight and joy. He continues ftill to exprdtj

his ufual longings after holinefs, and living to Go(|

and a fenfe of his own unworthinefs ; he fevenll

times fpeaks of his appearing to himlelf the vilel||

creature on earth; and once fays, that he veriljj

thotight there were none of God*s children who U
fo far ihort of that holinefs, and perfe^ion in thetij

obedience, which God requires.]

Saturday, September 1. I enjoyed fome comfoij

and fweetnefs : and as my bodily llrength was a

tie reftored, fo my foul feemed to be more engaged!

the things of God.
Lord's ^^Y, September 2. I was enabled to fpe

t<^ \ pc "^ idians with much concern and ferj

V /. God enabled me to exercife faith in hin

/rhile I was fpeaking to them. I perceived tbaj

fome of them were afraid to embrace chrjfliamiyi Ie|

they fiiould be inchanted and poifoned by the P0tvow\
but I bid a challenge to all thefe j^ow^rj ofdarinefs,\

do their worft upon me firft ; I told my people, I

a chriflian, and afked them why the Potuows did ntl

bewitch and poifon me? I fcarcely ever felt mon

fenfible of my own unworthinefs, than in this : biit|

faw the honour of God was concerned j and I truftei

to be preserved, for a tettimony of the divine povd

and goodnefs, and of the truth of chriftianity.

^ Wednefday, September 26. After a journey tj

New-England, I rode homv° to the Forks of Deli

ware. What reafon have I to blefs God, who b^

preferved me in riding more than four hundred an

twenty miles. My health likewife is greatly recovereJ

O, that I could dedicate my all to God I

Mondai
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Monday, OAober 1, I was engaged this day in

making preparation for my journey to Sufquehannah

;

and withdrew feveral times lo plead tor the divine

prefence to go with me to the poor Pagans. Towards
night I rode about four miles, auu met my brother

Byram;* who was come, at my delire, to be my
companion to the Indians. I rejoiced to fee him;
and God made his converfation profitable to me. t
faw him, as I thought, more dead to the world, its

cares, and alluring objects, than I was: and this

made me look within myfeif, and gave me a greater

fenfe of my ingratitude and mifery. '
.

Tuefday, Odober 2. 1 fet out on my journey, in

company with my dear brother Byram, and my in-

terpreter, and two chief Indians from the Forks of
Delaware. We travelled about twenty-five miles and
lodged in one of the laft houfes on our road ; after

which there was nothing but a hideous and howling
wildernefs.

Wednefday, Odlober 3. We went on our way into

the wildernefs, and found far the mod difficult and
dangerous travelling, that ever any of us had feen t

we had fcarce any thing elfe but lofty mountains,

deep vallies, and hideous rocks, to make our way
through. However, I felt fweetnefs in divine things^

and had my mind intenfely engaged in meditation.

Near night, my beaft that I rode upon, hung one of
her legs in the rocks, and fell down under me ; buC
through divine goodnefs I was not hurt. However,
(he broke her leg ; and being near thirty miles frorat

any houfe, 1 faw nothing that could be done to pre-

ferve her life, and fo was obliged to kill her, and to

profecute my journey on foot. Juft at dark, we kind-

led a fire, cut up a few bufhes, and made a (belter

over our heads, to fave us from the froft, which was
very hard ; and committing ou*felves to God we lay

down on the ground and Hept quietly.

H [The
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[The next day, they went forward on their jomr^

ney, and at night took up their lodging in the woods
in like manner.]

Friday, OtJIober 5. We arrived at Sufquehannah-
river, at a place called Opeholhaupung : found there

twelve Indian houles : after I had faluted the king in

a friendly manner, I told him my bul'inefs, and that

my defire was to teach them chriiiianity. After fome

confultation, the Indians gathered, and I preached

to them. When 1 had done, I alked, if they would
hear me agaip. They replied, they would confider

of it; and foon after feat me word, that they would
immediately attend, if I would preach, which I did

ivith much freedom. When I afked them again, whe-

ther they would hear me further, they replied, thej

would the next day. I was exceedingly fenfibie of the

impoffibility of do/ng any thing for the poor heathen

without fpecial affiftance : my foul refted on God, and

left it to him, to do as he pleafed in his own caufe.

Saturday, Odlober 6. 1 preached again to the In-

dians: and in the. afternoon, viiited them from houfe

to houfe, and invited them to come and hear me again

the next day, and put off tl^eir hunting deJign till

Monday. *' This night, the Lord ilood by me," to

encourage and Jlrengthen my foul : I fpent more than

an hour in feciet retirement, and was enabled to

** pour out my heart before God," for the increaie of

grace in rny foul, for minifterial endowments, and

for fuccefs among tiie poor Indians.

Monday, 0<f^ober 8. I viiited the Indians with a

defign to take my leave, fuppofing they would go

out a hunting early ; but beyond my expectation and

hope, they tlcfired r^ hear me preach again. 1 glad-

ly complied Vich their requelt, and endeavoured to

anfwer their ol»je«5tions ag.tmft chriftianity. Then
they went away ; and we fpent the afternoon in read-

ing and prayer, intending to go homeward early tli»

next day.

Tuefday, Odober 9. We rofe about four, and

commending ourl'elvts to God by prayer, we fet out

homewards about five, and travelled till paft fix at

nigh^
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light. Wc then made us a fire, and a fhelter of

barks, and fo rafted.'—In the night the wolves howled
round us ; but God preferved us.

Friday, Oflober 12. 1 came home to my lodging

;

where I poured out my foul to God, and endeavoured

to bJefs him for his abundant goodnefs to me in my
late journey. I fcarce ever enjoyed more health ; and
God marvelloufly, and almoft miraculoufly, fupported

me under the fatigues of the way, and travelling on
foot. Ble/Ted be the Lord, that preferves me in all

my ways

!

• " "'

Lord's day, Odlober 14. I was much confufed and
perplexed in my thoughts ; and almoft difcouraged,

thinking 1 ftiould never be able to preach any more.
However, I went to the place of public worftiip, lifting

up my heart, and God was gracious to me, and help-

ed me to pjcad with him for holinefs, and to ufe ftrong

arguments with him, drawn from the fufferings of

Chrift tor this very end, that men iniu^bt be made holy.

Afterwards I was much allifted in preaciiing. 1 know
not that God ever helped me to preach in a more ciofe

manner. Through the infinite goodnefs of God, I

felt whirt I fpoke ; and God enabled me to fpeak

with uncommon clearnefs : yet I was deeply ieniible

of my defects in preaching; bleifed be the Loid for

his mercy. In the evening I longed to be entirely

alone, to blefs God for help in extremity ; and ionged

for greater degrees of holinefs, that I mi^ht lliew my
gratitude to God.
Tuefday, 0«5lober 16. I felt a fpirit of folemnity

and wutchfulnefs ; and was afraid 1 (hould not live to

and upon God : I longed for more interJenefs and fpi-

ritiulity. In the jvening I enjoyed fweet affiilance in

prayer, and thirllcd and pleaded to be as holy us the

bleifcd angels.

Friday, 0<Sober 19. I had an abafing fenfe of my
own unholinefs ; rni felt my foul m'^lt and mourn,
that I had grieved a gracious God, n-ho was ftill kind

to me, notwithitanding -lil my ur.worthi nefs. My foul

enjoyed a fweet feafon of forrow, that 1 had wronged
Uiat blelfed God, who was reconciled to ~^e in his dear

H 2 Son.
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Son. My foul was now tender, devout, and folemn \

and 1 was afraid of nothing but fin, and afraid of that

in every aAion and thought.

Wednefday, 0<Slober 24*. Near noon I rode to my
peopli^ fpent fome time, and prayed with them : felt

the frame of a pitgrim on earth ; longed much to leave

this gloomy manfion ; but yet found patience and re.

fignation. As 1 returned home from the Indians, I

fpent the whole time in lifting up my heart to God.
In the evening I enjoyed a blefled feafon in prayer;

was enabled to cry to God with a child-like fpirit

:

enjoyed a fweet freedom in fupplicating for myfelf,

and for my dear friends, and longed to be as lively in

God*s fervice as the angels.

Friday, Oftober 26. In the morning my foul was

melted with a fenfe of divine goodnefs to fuch a vile

worm. I delighted to lean upon God, and place my
whole trufl: in him : my foul was exceedingly grieved

for fin, and prized and longed after holinefs ; it

wounded my heart deeply, yet fweetly, to think how
I had abufed a kind God. I longed to be perfectly

holy, that I might not grieve a gracious God : I

longed for holinefs more for this end, than for my
happinefs fake, and yet this was my greateft happinefsi

never more to diihonour, but always to glorify the

blefTed God.
Wednefday, 0<Slober 31. I was fenfible of my

barrennefs: my foul failed when J remembered the

fervency I had enjoyed. O, (I thought) if I could

but be fpiritual, warm, heavenly-minded, and affec-

tionately breathing after God, this would be bettter

than life to me ! My foul longed exceedingly for death,

to be looied from this dullnefs, and made ever adlive

in the fervice of God. I feemed to live for nothing,

and to do no good : and O, the burden of fuch a life

!

O, death, death, my kind friend, haften and deliver

me from dull mortality, and make me fpiritual and

irigorous to eternity

!

Thurfday, November 1. I felt life, and longings

after God$ I longed to be always folemn, devout,

and heavenly-miadeds and was afraid to leave o£f

piaying,
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praying, left I fhould again lofe a fenfe of the fweet

things of God.
Friday, November 2. I was excrcifed forcly with

fome things that I thought myfelf moft of all freed

from. And thus I have ever found it, when I have

thought the battle was over, and the conqneft was
gained, and fo let down my watch, the enemy has
rifen up and done me the greateft injury.

[The next day he fet out on a journey to New-
York, to meet the Prefbytery there ; and was from
home more than a fortnight. He feemed to enter on
this journey with great reluctance ; fearing it would
cool his religious affeflions. But yet, in his journey

he had fpecial feafons of God's gracious prefencc.

He was. greatly fatigued therein by cold and ftorms :

and when he returned from New-York to New-Jerfey,

was very ill for fome time.]

Wednefday, November 21. I rode from Newark
to Rockciticus in the cold, and was almoft overcome
with it. But I enjoyed fwcetnefs in converfation

with Mr. Jones : my foul loves the people of God,
and efpecially the minifters, who feel the fame trials

that I do.

Thurfday, November 22. X came on my way to

Delaware river, though much difordered with a cold

and pain in my head. About fix at night, I ioft my
way in the wildernefs, and wandered over rocks and
mountains, down hideous fteeps, through fwamps,
and mod dreadful and danp^erous places; and the

night being dark, I was greatly expofed. I was much
pinched with cold, and diftreifed with an extreme
pain in my head, attended with ficknefs at my ftomach ;

fo that every ftep I took was diftreffing to me. I had

»

little hope, but that I muft lie in the woods all night.

But about nine o'clock I found a houfe, and was
kindly entertained. Thus, I have frequently been ex-

pofed : but God has hitherto preferved me, ble/Ted be
his name. Such fatigues and hardOiips ferve to wean
me from the earth, and, will make heaven the fweet-

er. Formerly, when I was thus expofed, I was
ready to pleafe myfelf with the the thoughts of a com-

H 3 fortabk
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fortable houfe, a warm fire, and other outward com.

forts; bdt now thefe have lefs place in my heart,

(through the grace of God,) and my eye is more to

God for comfort. In this world I eapeCt tribulation

;

and it does not now appear ftrange to me ; I do not

in leafons of difficulty flatter myfclf that it will be

better hcvtarter ; but rather think, ho v/ much worfe

it might be ; how much greater trials others of God's

children have endured ; and how much greater are

yet perhaps referved for me. Blefled be God, that

he makes the thoughts of my journey*s-end a great

comfort to me, under my (harped trials, and fcarce

ever lets tliefe thoughts be attended with terror ; but

frequently with great joy.

[Within the next twelve days he fpent much time I

in hard labour, with others, to make for Limfelf a
|

little cottage, to live in by himfelf.]

Thurfday, December 6. Having now a happy]

opportunity of being retired in a houfe of my own,

I fet apart this day for fecret prayer and fading, to I

implore the bleffing of God on myfelf, on my poor

people, on my friends» and on the church of Godf

And now God was pleafed to give me a difcovery

of the plague of my oivn heart, more affedling than I

h;ive of late had. Efpecially I faw my fuifulnefs ill

tins, that when God had tvithdrawn himfelf, infteadl

of living and dying in purfmt of hhn, I have beenl

difpofed to one of thefe two things, either to yieUJ

an anbecoming refpeft to fome earthly objefts, as if I

happinefs were to be derived from them ; or to be]

iecretly frotuard and impatient,, and unfuitably defi*

rous oi death. That which often drove me to this 'm\

patient defire of death, was a defpair of doing an||

good in life. But now God made me fenfible of myl

fm, and enabled me , to cry to him for forgivenefJ

Yet this was not all 1 wanted ; for my foul appearedj

exceedingly polluted : and I wanted to ba purifiei^

•• by the blood of fprinkling that cleanfeth from af

fin.** And this 1 was enabled to pray for in faitliJ

1 enjoyed much more intenfenefs, fervency, an(|

^piritusiity than I expeftedj God was batter tc nid

thai
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than my fears. I was enabled to perfevere In prayer

till the evening. I faw fo much need of divine help,

in every refpe«J^, that I knew not how to leave off, and

had forgot that I had need of food.

Lord*s-day, December 9. I preached, both parts

of the day, at a place called Greenwich^ about ten

jniles from my own houfe. In the firft difcourfe I

had fcarce any warmth. In the intermiflion feafon I

got alone among the bufhes, and cried to God be-

ing in anguifl), that I could not addrefs fouls with

more compadion and tender affedlion : which I faw

I could not get of myfelf, any more than I could

make a world. In the latter exerciie, blefled be the

Lord, I had fome fervency, both \i grayer and
preaching: and in the application I ^ cnabkd to

addrefs precious fouls with affedlion, tendernefs,

and importunity. The fpirit of God was there ; the

effefts were apparent, tears running down man|^
cheeks.

Monday, December 10. I preached again: God
enabled me to be in fome degree faithful ; 1 rode
home in the evening, and bleffed God for his good-
nefs; and rejoiced that fo much of my work was
done, and I fo much nearer my reward.

Wednefday, December 12. I was very weak;
but aflifted in fecret prayer, and enabled with fwect-

nefs to cry, ** Come, Lord Jefus! come quickly."

My foul " longed for God, for the living God." O,
how delightful it is, to pray under fuch influences

!

How much better than one's neceffary food! I had at

this time no difpofition to eat, (though late in the

morning ;) for earthly food appeared wholly tafte-

lefs. 1 vifited and preached to the Indians, in

the afternoon ; but imder much dejedtion. I found
my intepreter under fome concern for his foul, which
was fome comfort to me. I longed greatly for his

converfion, poured out my foul to God for him : and
was enabled, to leave all with God.
Thurfday, December 13. I fpent the day in fad-

ing and prayer, to implore the divine bleiUngy more
tfpecially on my poor people ^ in particular for my

Intn^rdiP^
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intepreter, and three or four more under fome con*

cfern for their fouls : but, in the evening it feemed as

if I had need to pray for nothing fo much as for the

pardon of fms committed in the day paft. The fii»

1 had mo ft fenfe of, were pride, and wandering

thoughts. Yet after all my forrows, I truft, this day

and the exercifen of it have been for my good, and

taught me more of my weaknefs without Chrift; than

I knew before.
•

Lord's-day, December 16. I was fo overwhelm-

ed with dcjedion, that I knew not how to live : I

longed for- death exceedingly : my foul was funk into

deep nvatersi and the Jloods, were ready to drown me. I

was fo much oppreifed, that my foul Was in a kind

of horror : 1 had no diftreding doubt about my own

ftate ; but would have cheerfully ventured) as far as

I could know) into eternity. While I was going to

preach to the Indians, my foul was in angmfh : I de>

{paired of doing any good. But at laft I inHfted on

the evidences of chriftianity from the miracles of

Chrift : andiGrod helped me to make a clofc applica*

tion to thofe that refufed to believe. I was encou.

raged, to Hnd, that God enabled me to be faithful

once more. Then I went and preached to another

company of them ; but was very weary and faint.

In the evening, I was foraething reA^fhed, ^nd ena-

l)led to pray and praife God with "^ompofure and af-

fedion. I was now willing to live, and longed to do

more for God, than my weak ftate of body would

admit of. « I can do all tilings through Chrift that

firengthens me ;" and I am willing lo fpend and k
fpent in his fervice.

Tuefday, December 1& I went to the Indians,

and difcourfed to them^ near an hour, and at lail

God helped me to fpeak with warmth. My inter'

prefer alfo was amazingly aftifted ^ and I doubt not

but «* the Spirit of God was upon him." And pre*

fently moft of the grown perfons were much alFeA-
[

ed, and the tears ran down their cheeks f and one oU\

man (I fuppofe, an hundred years old) was fo a£Fed.

edy that be wept, aud feemed convinced of the im>

ponancfti
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portaiice of what I taught them. I (laid with them

a confiderable time* exhorting them; and came
away* lifting up my heart to God, and encouraged

ny inUrpreier to " ftrive to enter in at the ftrait gate.**

Thurfday, January 5, 174^5. Being fenAble of

tilt great want of the out-pouring of God's Spirit, I

fpent this day in fading and prayer, to feek fo great

a mercy for myfelf and my poor people in particu*

lar, and for the church of God in general.

Friday, January 4. I rode up to the Indians,

I near noon; fpent fome time there under great difor«

der; my foul vrsLs/unk down into deep waters, and I was
{alrooft overwhelmed with melancholy.

Saturday, January 5. I was much difordered

I

with pain in my head. I was didrefTed with a fenfe

of ny fpiritual pollution, and ten thoufand youthful,

lyea, and childilh follies: all which appeared now,
\htQif and in a lively view, as if committed yefterday^

id made my foul alhamed before God.
Wednefday, January 9. In the morning, God was

pleafed to remove that gloom which has of late op-

prefled my mind, and gave me freedom and fweet-

fs in prayer. I was encouraged to plead fpr grace
for myfelf, and mercy for my poor Indians ; and wai
JTweedy affifted in my interceflions with God for

)thers. Thofe things that of late have appeared al«

loft impoffible, now appear not only poffible, but eafy*

[y foul fo much delighted to continue in(Unt in

prayer, at this blefled feafon, that I had no defire fpr

ly mceffarjfoQd: even dreaded leavipg off praying at

n, lelT I (hpuld lofe this fpirituality, and ^s bleifed

inkfulnefs. I felt now quite willing to live^ aud
mdergo all trials that might remain for me in a world
' forrow ; but ftill longed for heaven, that I might
glorify God in a perfeft manner.
Monday, January 14. \ fpent this day under a
reat degree ofbodily woflji^nefs and diforder. It paips

h tl^ I live fo much ol my time for nothing. I

ig to do much in a little time, and if it might be
Lord's-will, tofiii/b my work fpeedily in this tire-

WQ|:I4« I am furey 1 4o aot defire to live for any
Ihipg
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iJiing in this world r^S'nd through grace I am neti

afraid to look the ting of terrors in the face : I know, I

I (hall be afraid, if God leaves me ; and therefore I

think it always my duty to lay in for that folemn hour.

But for a confiderable tifne> my foul has rejoiced to

think of death in its neareft approaches ; and evei

when I have been very weak, axid feemed neareil

eternity. " Not unto me, not unto me, but to Godl

be the glory." I feel that which convinces me, that!

if God do not enable me to maintain a holy de.|

pendence upon him, death will be a terror, butatl

prefent, I muft fay, ** I long to depart, and to bel

with Chrift." When I am in a fweet refigned franiJ

. of foul, I am willing to tarry in a world of forrow,l|

am willing to be from home as long as God fees fitiT

but when I want the inHuencc of this temper, I an

then apt to be impatient to be gone—O, when wil

the day appear that I Ihall be perfe«ft in holinefs.

Wednefday and Thurfday, January 16, 17. I ft

mod of the time in writing on a divine fubjed,

enjoyed freedom and affi(lance. O, what reafon ban

I to be thankful, that God ever helps me ta labod

and ftudy for him ! He does but receive his owriy wii

I am enabled in any meafure to praife him, lat

for him, and live to "him.

Lord*s-day, January 27. I had the greateft degn

of inward anguiih, that almoft ever I endured : 1 vil

perfeftly overwhelmed, and fo confufed, that after]

began to difcourfe to the Indians, before I could f

nilh a fentence, fometimes I forgot entirely what]

was aiming at. This diftrefling gloom never went(

the whole day: but was fo far removed, that I

enabled to fpeak with fome freedom to the Indi;

at two of their fettlements ; and there was fome i

pearance, of the prefence of God with us. In

evening, the gloom continued dill, till at familj

prayer,* when I was pra^ptng for the converfionj

y
• Though Mr. Bralnerd now dwelt by himself in the li*

cottage, which he had built for his own use
; yet that wasi

% family of white people with whom he had lived before,

with whom he still attended family-prayer*
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tf poor p iople ; the clotid was fcattered, fo that I

ijoyed fweetnefs and freedom, and conceived hopes

lat God defigned mercy for them.

Lord's-day, February 3. In the morning, I was
lomewhat relieved of that gloom, that my mind has

if late been exercifed with ; and was enabled to pray

ith compofure and comfort. But, however, I
ent to my Indians trembling ; for my foul " re-

lembered the wormwood and the gall" of Friday

;(l; and I was greatly afraid I Ihould be obliged

[gain to drink of that cup of tremblings which was
iconceivably more bitter than death. But God
as pleafed to hear my cries, and to afford me great

"^"ance ; fo that I felt peace in my Ibul ; and was
tisBed, that if not one of the Indians Ihould be pro«

ited yet I ihould be accepted and rewarded as faith*
'

1; for I am perfuaded, God enabled me to be fo.

Monday, February 11* In the evening I was In

le mod iblemn frame that I remember to have ex-

irienced. I know not that ever death appeared
lore real to me, or that ever 1 faw myfelf in the

mdidon of a dead corpfe, laid out, and dreiTed for.

lodging in the filent grave, fo evidently as at this

ne. And yet 1 felt exceedingly comfortable ; my
lind was compofed and calm, and death appeared

\Uh9ut a Jiing, I never felt fuch a univerfal mor-
ication to all created objeds. O, how great and
lemu a thing it appeared to die ! How it lays

e greateft honour in the duft i How vain and
fling did the riches, honours, and pleafures of
world appear ! I could not, I dared not, fo much
think of any of them ; for death, death, folemn
ough not frightful) death, appeared at the door.

Icould fee myfelf laid out, and inclofed in my
n, and put down into the cold grave, without
or! I fpent the evening in converfing with
ihridian friend ; and it was a comfortable evening^

:us both—What are friends ? What are comforts ?

at are furrows? What are diftrefles ? " The
le it ihort : it remains, that they that weep, be at
ugh they vept not; and they which rejoice, as

thougk

AiA
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though they rejoiced not: for the faihion of thii

world pafleth away." O come» Lord Jefus, conei

quickly.

Thurfday, February 14. I fpent the day in writ.!

ing on a divine fubjeA: enjoyed health, and freoi

dom in my work ; had a folemn fenfe of death : asl

have had indeed every day this week : what I felt oq

Monday lali has been abiding' ever fince.

Friday, February 15. I nad a fweet fenfe of the

free grace of the gofpel : my foul was encouraged,!

warmed, and quickened, and my defires drawn ootl

after God in prayer ; being afraid of loofmg fo fweetl

a gued as I then entertained. I longed to proclainl

the grace I then meditated upon, to the world A
(inners.—O, how quick sendpowerful is the word of t!ie|

bleHed God

!

Lord's-day, February 17* I preached to the mHA
people (my interpreter being abfent) in the wilderJ

iiefs, upon the ibnny fide of a hill. I had a coii>|

fiderable affembly, confiding of people that livei

(at lead many of them) not lefs than thirty milfll

afunder. I difcourfed to them, from John vii. 37|

*' Jefus ftood and cried, faying. If any man thirft,]

tfe. In the afternoon it pleafed God to grant

great freedom and fervency in my difcourfe ; and I

vras enabled to imitate the example of Chrift, vb

Jhod arutcried.—I think I was fcarce ever enabled

ofier the free grace of God to periihihg fmners wid

xiiore freedom and plainnefs. O, that I could f

ever blefs God for the mercy of this day, who, " i

fwered me in the joy of my heart."

Lord's-day, Feb. 24. My interpreter being abfeiJ

I knew not hoW to perform my work among theb

dians. However, I rode to the Indians, and goti

Dutchman to interpret, though he was but pooif

qualified. Afterwards I came and preached to

WW white people from John vi. 67. O, the
*

grace of Chrift, that he feafonably minds his peop

of their danger of backjliding^ and invites them

perfevere in their adherence to himfelf ! I faw

kaciflidiog fouls might returD> and \^eIcome, to bii

immediati^
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immeJiatefy ; without any thing to recommend them :

notwichftanding all their former backilidings. And
I felt, folemn, devout, and fweet, refting on free grace

for afliftance, acceptance, and peace of confcience.

Wednefday, March 6. I fpent mod of the day
in preparing for a journey to New-England, and
ibme time in prayer, with a reference to my jour-

ney. 1 was uraid I (hould forfake the fountain of
Hving watfrsf and attempt to derive fatisfa^ion from
hroun eijlernst my dear friends and acquaintance,

with whom 1 may meet in my journey. I looked to

God to keep me from this vanity in fpecial, as well as

others. Towards night, I was vifited by fome friends,

yrho difcovered an aff edionate; regard for me, and
feemd grieved that I was about to leave them ; efpe-

cially feeing I did not expect to make any confidcrable

day among them, if I ihould live to return from
New.England.* O, how kind has God been to me I

how has he raifed^up friends in every place, where his

providence has called me !

[The next day, he fet ^ut on his journey ; and it was
above five weeks before he returned.—The ipecial de-

fign of this journey was as follows : « To raife fome
money among chriftian friends, in order to fupport a
colleague with me in the wildemefs, (I having now
fpent two years in a very folitary manner,) that we
might be together ; as Chrift fent out his difciples

two and two." He firft went into various parts of
NewJerfey, then to New-York; and from thence

into New.England. He then returned into New-
Jerfey. He feems, for the moft part, to have been
free from melancholy in this journey; and many
times to have had extraordinary afliftance in public

miniftrations.]

Saturday, April IS. I rode home to my own
houfe. BleiFed be the Lord who has preferved me
in this tedious journey. Verily, it is God that has
upheld me, and guarded my goings.

'

1 [This

mm

* It seems, he had a design tO TeoOVC and live among the

Indiaas at Siu^uehannab rivert
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[This week» he went a journey to Philadelphia,

in order to engage the Governor there to ufe his in*

tereft with the chief man of the Six NaiioiUt (|With

whom he maintained a ftriA friendlhip,) that he

would give him leave to live at Sufquehannah* and

inftrud the Indians that are within their territo.

ries,*

Lord's day, April 21. In the feafon of the com.

munion, I had comfortable apprehendons of the

blifsful communion of God's people, when they {ball

meet at their Father's table in his kingdom.-^In the

afternoon I preached abroad, from Rev. xiv. 4.

«« Thefe are they that follow the Lamb," &c. God
was pleafed to give me great freedom and clearnefs,

but not fo much warmth as before. However, there

was a moft amazing attention in the whole aiTembly

;

and, as I was informed afterwards, this was a fweet

feafon to many.
Tuefday, April 23. I returned home to the Forks

of Delaware ; enjoyed fome fweet meditations on the

road, and was enabled to lift up my heart to God in

prayer and praife. ^ n

Friday, April 26. I felt a fpirit of mortification

to the world, in a very great degree. Afterwards I

was enabled to rely on God fweetly, for " all things

pertaining to life and godlinefs." Juft in the even*

ing, I was vidted by a dear chriftian friend, with

whom I fpent an hour or two in converfation, on the

very foul of religion. There are many with whom
1 can talk about religion ; -but, alas ! I find few with

whom I can talk religion itfelf: but, bleffed be the

Lord, there are fome that love to feed on the kernel,

rather than the (hell.

[The next day, he went to the Irifli fettlement

about fifteen miles diftant : where he fpent the Sab-

bath,

* The Indians at Susquehannah are a mixed company 'Of

many nations, speaking various languages, and few of them
properly of the Six Nations. But yet the country having

formerly been conquered by the Six Nations, they claim the

land ; and the Susquehanoah-Indiaiw are a kmd of vasuils to

them.

#
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batby and preached with fome confiderable affiftanee.

On Monda/y he returned very weak, to his own
lodgmgs.3

Tuefday, April SO. I was (carce able to walk

about) and was obliged to betake myielf to bed,

much of the day $ being neither able to read, medi-

tate, or pray, and having none to converfe with in

that wildemefs. O, how heavily does time pafs away^

when I can do nothing to any good purpofe ?

Thurfday, May 2. In the evening^ being a little

better in health, I walked into the woodsy and en-

joyed a fweet feafon of meditation and prayer. My
thoughts ran upon Pfal. zvii. 15, "1 (hall be fatisfied,

when I awake with thy likenefs.^ And it was in-

deed a precious text to me. 1 longed to preach to

the whole world ; and it Teemed to me, they mull
needs air be melted in hearing fuch precious truths»

as I had then a view and relilh of.—^BlelTed be the

Lord, that, in my late and prefent we'aknefs, my
mind is not gloomy, as at fome other times.

Tuefday, May 7* I fpent the- day chiefly in makings
preparation for a journey into the wildemefs. I was
fiill weak, and concerned how I (bould perform fo

difficult a journey. I fpent fome time in prayer for

the divine blefling ; but wanted bodily ftrength to

fpend the day in faftinjg and prayer.

[The next day, he (et out on his journf f to Sufque-

hannah, with his interpreter. He. endured gxeaC
hardfhips i|i his way thither through a hideous wil«

dernefs ; where, after ^SLv'mg lodged one night in the
open woods, he was overtaken with a north-eafterly*

ftorm, in which he was ready to periih, having no
jQielter, and not being able to make a Hre in fo great a
rain : he could have had no comfort if he l^opt ; there-

fore determined to go forward in hopes of meeting
iwitk fome (belter, without which he thought it im-
pofiible he (hould live the night through : but their

horfes happening to have eat poifon (as plants) at ^T

place where they lodged the night before, were fo

(ick that they could neither ride nor lead them, but
were obliged to drive them before themi and travel

12 '
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on foot ; until through the mercy of God ( iuft at

dufk) they came to a bark-hut, wliere they lodged

that niffht. After he came to Sufquehannab, he

travelled about an hundred miles on the river, villted

many to>vns and fettlements of the Indians ; and

preached to different nations, by different interpre,

ters. He was fometimes much difcouraged, tlirou^h

the oppofition that appeared in the Indians to chnf.

tianity. At other times, he was encouraged by the

difpofition, that fome of them manifefted to hear,

and willingnefs to be indrudled. He here met with

fome that had formerly been his hearers at Kaunau-

meek, who faw and heard him again with great joy.

He fpent a fortnight among the Indians ; paiTed

through confiderable hardfliips, frequently lodging

on the ground, and fometimes in the open air ; and

at length fell extremely ill, as he was riding in the

wildemefs, being (eized with an ague, followed widi

extreme pains in his head and bowels, and a great

evacuation of blood, fo that he thought he muft have

perifhed. But at laft coming to an Indian trader's

hut, he got leave to flay there : and though without

phy/ic or proper food, it pleafed God, aft^r about a

week, to relieve him fo far that he was able toride.

He returned homewards from Juncauta, an iiland far

down the river ; where 'was a c6nfiderable number
of Indians, who appeared more free from prejudices

agaihft chriftianity, than mod of the ojther Indians.

lie arrived at- the Forks of Delaware on Thurfday,

May SO, after having rode in this jouiiiey about three

hundred and forty miles. He came home iii a very

weak ftate. HoWever, on the Sabbath, after having

preached to the Indians, he preached to the white peo-

ple, with fuccefs, from Ifai. liii. 10. *f Yet it pleiafed

the Lord to bruife him," &c. fome being awakened
by his preaching.3

Wednefday, June 5. I felt thirfting ^(ires after

God, and enjoyed a precious f^afon of retirement.

Divine thihes opened with cleamefs and certainty,

and had a divine damp upon them. My foul was alfo

enlarged and rcfrefh^ in prayer ; 1 delighted to

continue
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continue in the duty; and was fweetly a/Iifted ki

praying for my fellow*chrillians, and my dear bre-

thren m the miniftry. O, what a blefTednefs it is, to

be as much like God, as it is poflible for a creature

to be like his Creator ! Lord, give me more of thy

ikmft; ** I -fliall be fatisfied, when 1 awake with it."

.[Friday, June ?• He went a journey of near fifty

miles to Nefliaminy» to aflift at a facramental occa«

fion.]

Saturday, June 8. I was exceeding weak and fa-

tigued with riding in the heat yefteroay ; but being

defired, I preached in the afternoon, to a croudcd

audience, from Ifa. il. 1. *' Comfort ye, comfort ye

ny people, faith your God.*' God was pleafed to

give me great freedom, in opening the forrows of

bis people, and fetting before them comforting conft-

derations. And, bleffed be the Lord, it was a fweet

mehing feafon in the affembly.

Lord's day, June 9. I difcourfed to the multitude

extmporet with fome reference to that facred pafTage,

Ifa. liii. 10. « Yet it pleafed the Lord to bruife

him." God gave me great adiflance in addrefling

fmners; and the word was attended with amazing
power. Many fcores, if not hundreds, in that great

affembly, confiding of three or four thoufand, were
much iSe&ed $ fo that there was a ** very great

mourning, like the mourning of Hadadrimmon.'*
—In the evening, I could hardly look any body in

the face, becaufe of the imperfedlions I faw in my
performances in the day pafl.

Tuefday, June 11. I fpent the day mainly in

converfation with chriftian friends ; and enjoyed a
fweet fenfe of divine things. O, how defirable it is,

to keep company with God's children ! Thefe are the
" excellent ones of the earth, in whom," I can truly

fay, " is all my delight." O, what delight will it

afford, to meet them all in a ilate of perfedtion I

Lord, prepare me for that ftate.

Tuefday, June 18. I. fet out from New-Brunf-
wick, with a defign to vlfit fome Indians at a place

I 3 called

»,':(.
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called Cro/weei/ung in New-JerTey, towards tlie fea.*

In the afternoon) 1 came to a place called Cranberry,

and meeting with a ferious mifiifteri lodged there

with him.

* Mr. Brainerd having, when at Boston, wrote and left

with a friend a brief nlation of his labours with the Indians,

during the space of time between November 5, 1744, and

June 19, 1745, concludes with this passage :
** As my body

was very feeble, so my mind was scarce ever so much dit.

cruragcd about the conversion of the Indians, as at this time.

And in this state of body and mind I made my first visit to

the Indians in New*Jersey.

PART VII.

From his firfi beginning to preach to the IniTians at CmJ.

weehfungt till be returned from his la/ljourney to Su/que*

iannah,

WE are now come to that part of Mr. Brainerd's

life, wherein he had his grezteA fucetfs. After

all his agonizing in prayer, and travailing in birth, for

the converfion of Indians ; and after waiting in a way
of perfevering prayer, labour, and fufFering, as it

. were through a long night ; at length the day dawns

:

" Weeping continues for a night, but joy comes in the

inorning. He went forth weeping, bearing precious

feed, and now he comes with rejoicing, bringing his

(heaves with him." The defired event is brought to

pafs at laft ; but at a time, and in a place, that fcarce

ever entered into his heart. An account of this is

here inferted, as it was drawn.up by Mr. Brainerd him-

felf, purfuant to the order of the honourable fociety in

Scotland.

Wednefday, June 19. Having fpent mod of my
time for more than a year pad among the Indians

in the Forks of Delaware in Pcnnfylvania ; and having

in that time madei two journeys to Sufquehannah

river,
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rivcTi far back in that province, in order to trcut

with the Indians there, refpe^ling chridianity ; and
not having had any confiderable fuccefs in either of

thofe places ; upon hearing that there was a number
of Indians in a place called (by the Indians) Crof-

veekfung in New-Jerfey, near fourfcore miles fouth-

eaftward from the Forks of Delaware, I determined

to make them a vifit, and fee what might be done
towards the chriftianizing of them ; and accordingly

arrived among them this day.

1 found very few perfons at that place I vifited, and
percdved the Indians in thefe parts were much fcat«

tered, there being not more than two or three fami«

lies in a place, and thefe fmall fettlements, iix, ten,

fifteen* twenty, and thirty miles, and feme more,
from the place I was then at. However, I preached

to thofe lew who appeared well difpofed, and not

I

inclined to cavil, as the Indians had frequently done
elfewhere.

When I had concluded my difcourfe, I informed

I them (there being none but a few women and chil-

fdren) that I would willingly vifit them again the next

day. Whereupon they readily fet out, and travel-

led ten or fifteen miles, in order to give notice to

fome of their friends ?.t that diftance. Thefe women,
hike the woman of Samaria, feemed defirous that

others might ** fee the man that told them, what they

had done" in their lives paft, and the mifery that at-

jtended their idolatrous ways.

Thurfday, June 20. Towards night, I preached
to the Indians again ; and had more hearers than be-

fore. In the evening, I enjoyed peace and ferenity of
lind, compofure and comfort in prayer ; and was
enabled to lift up my head with joy, under an appre-
lenfion that my redemption draws nigh. O, bleifed

ie God, that there remains a reft for his poor, weary
people

!

Friday, June 21. I was refreflied in fecret prayer;
3Ut faw myfelf a poor, worthlefs creature, without
rifdom to dire^y or ftren^th to help myfelf. BleAed

be

\^^\
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be God, that lays me under a happy neceflity of living

upon himfelf

!

Saturday, June 22. About noon, I rode to the

Indians again ; and near night preached to about

thirty of them. I found my body much ftrengthened,

and was enabled to fpeak with abundant plainnefs

and warmth. The power of God evidently attended

the word ; fo that fundry perfons were brought

under great concern for their fouls, and made to (hed

many tears, and to wifli for Chrift to fave them. My
foul was much refrefhed, and quickened in my work;

and I could not but fpend much time with them,

in order both to open their mifery and remedy. While

riding, before I'came to the Indians, 1 was enabled to

cry to God almoft inceifantly. In the evening alfo I

found the confolations of God were not fmall. I wai

then willing to live, and in fome refpeds defirous of it,

that I might do fomething for the kingdom of Chrift;

and yet death appeared pleafant : fb that, I was in a

ftrait between two. I am often weary of this world,

but it is defirable to be drawn, rather than be driven

out of it.

Lord's day, June 23. I preached to the Indians

and Q)ent the day with them.—^Their number dill

increafed ; and all with one conf :nt feemed to r^

joice in my coming among them. Not a word of

oppofition was heard from any, although in times

pad they had been quite oppofite to any thing of that

nature.

June 24*. I preached to the Indians at their defire,

and upon their own motion. To fee poor Pagans

defirous of hearing the gofpel of Chrift, animated

me to difcourfe to them, although I was very weak,

and my fpirits much exhaufted. They attended ^ith

the greateft ferioufnefs and diligence; and there was

fome concern apparent among them.

June 27. I viHted and preached to the Indians

again. Their number now amounted to about/or/y per*

fons. Their folemnity and attention (lill continued;

and a confiderable concern for their fouls became

very apparent sunong fundry of thsxa*

Friday)
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Friday, June 28. The Indians being now gathered,

a confiderable number of them, from their fevc^a^

diilant habitations^ requeued me to preach la ice a

ixj to them» being dedrous to hear as much .i:i they

could while I was with them. I cheerfully com-
plied} and could not but admire the gooJnefs of

God, who had inclined them to inquire after the

way pf ialvation.

Saturday, June 29. I preached twice to the Indi-

ans; and could not but wonder at their ferioulrefs,

and the ftridnefs of their attention.—Bleffed be God
t^at has inclined their hearts to hear. And O, how
refrefliing it is to me, to fee them attend with fuch

I uncommon diligence and afie^ion*

I likewife faw the hand of God making provifion

for their fubfiftence together, in order to their beins

iuftru^ted. For this aay and the day before, wi^
Qflly walking a little way from the place of our daily

mteeting, thej killed threje Jeert which were a feafon*

lable Supply for their wants,' and without which, they

Icoyld not )iaye fubiifted together ua order to attend

{the mea^s of grace.

Lord's day, June 30. J: preached twice this day
fo, an^ observed niore concern and affe^ion among
^e poor Heathens than ever; fd that they even con-

Irained me to tarry longer with them ; although piy

conftitution was exceedingly worn out, and my health

mucl^ impaired by the late fatigues and labours, and
bfpecially by my late journey to Sufquehannah;

July 1. }. preached again twice to a very ferious

and attentive aflembly, who had now Earned to ^t-

end the wor^iip of God with Chrjflian decency*

There were how between forty and Jifty perfons of
[hem prefeht, old atid young.

I fpent fome time in id^fcoprfing with tji^em in

private, inquirine what they reme^nbered of the

;reat truths that had been taught then), it was amaz-
ig to fee hoyr they had received and retained the

inru^ions j;iven them, and lyhat a meaAire of
iowledg$ iome of thei^ ha4 acquired in a few
lys.'

'"

July-

Wi
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July 2. 1 was obliged to leave thefe Indians it

Crofweekfungy thinking it my duty, as foon as health

would admit, to vifit wofe at the Forks of the Dela.

ware. When I came to take leave of them* they

all eameftly inquired when I would come again,

and expreifed a great defire of being farther inftrud.

ed : and of their own accord agreed, that when I

fhould come again, they would all meet and live

together durine my continuance with them ; and

that they would do their utmoft endeavours to gather

all the other Indians in thefe parts that were farther

remote. And when I parted, one told me with

many tears, ** She wifhed God would change her

heart :** another, that ** (he wanted to find Chrift :"

and an old man that had been one of their chtefti

wept bitterly. I then promifed them to return as

fpeedily as my health, and bufinefs elfewhere would

admit, and felt not a little concerned at parting, left

good impreffions then apparent upon themi might

wear off.

Afterwards I rode to Brunfwick, near forty miles,

and lodged there. I felt my heart drawn out after

God in prayer, almoft all the afternoon. And in

the evening, could not help crying to God for theie

poor Indians; and after I went to bed, my heart

continued to go out to God for them» till I dropped

afleep.

[He was now fo beat out by conftant preachingij

that he found it neceffary to give himfelf fome re>

taxation. He fpent therefore about a week in New*

^ Jerfey, vifiting feveral minifters, and performing

fome neceflary bufinefs. And though he was very

weak in body, yet he feems to have been ftrong io

fpirit. On Friday, July 12,ihe arrived at his own

houfe in the Forks;, of Delaware ; continuing ilill

free from melancholy ; and from day to day enjoying

freedom and refrelhment.]

Lord's day, July 14. I difcourfed to the IndiaiuJ

twice, feveral of whom appeared to be convinced

their fin and mifery ; fo that they wept much tht

whole time of divine fervice.

Afterward*!
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Afterwards I difcourfed to a number of white
people then prefent.

•ftiurfday, July 18. I longed to fpend the little

inch of time I have in the world, for God. Felt a
fpiric of ferioufnefs, tendernefs, and devotion, and
wiihed to fpend the whole night in prayer and com«
munion with God.

Friday, July 19. In the evening I walked abroad
for prayer and meditation, and enjoyed compofure
and freedom in thefe fweet exerciies ; efpecially in

editation on Rev. iit. 12. ** Him that overcometh»

ill I niake 9, pillar in the temple of my God," &c.
his was a delightful theme. O, when Ihall I go n9

m out from the fervice and enjoyment of my dear

ord ! Lord, haften the ble/Te^ day.

Lord's day, July 21. I preached to the Indians

rft, then to a number of white people, and in the

temoon to the Indians again.—Divine truths feemed
make very cfonAderable impreiCons upon feveral of
icm, and^aufed the tears to flow freely.

Afterwards I baptized my interpreter and his wifep

ho were the firft I baptized among the Indians.

They are both perfons of fome experimental know*
dge in religion $ have both been awakened to a fo-

mn coneem for their fouls, and brought to a fenfe

their mifery and undonenefs ; and have both been
mforted with divine confolations.

It may perhaps be fatisfadory that I (hould give

me relation of his experience fmce he has been
ith me.

When I firft emplt>yed him in the beginning of the

mmer of 174'1<, he was well fitted for his work in re-

rd of his acquaintance with the Indian and Eni^lifli

guage ; and in regard of liis deHre that the Indians

ould conform to the cuftoms and manners of the

glifli. But he feemed to have no impreflion of

igion ; and in that refpeft was very unft for his

rk, being incapable of underftanding and com-
nicating to others many thing of importance ; fo

t I laboured under great difadvantages in.addre{^

g the Indiansy for want of his having an experi-

mental

.r-
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iti'ehtal acquaintance with divine truths ; and, at

times, 1 was much diiicouraged, when t obfervej

that divine truths nmde little or no itxipreflion upon

him for many weeh together.

He indeed behaved Ibberly, (although before he

had been a bard dririier,) -and feemed honeftly en.

gaged as far as he was able in the performance of

his work, and efpecially he was very defirous that

the Indians (bould conform to the cuflonis of the

chriftian world. But ftiU feetnedT to have no con*

cern about his own foul.

Near the Iktter end of July 1744, I preached to

aft aflembly of white people, with freedom and

fervency : at which time he was prefent, and wai
|

fomewhat awakened: fo that the next day he

cburfed freely with me about his fpiritUal concerns,]

and gave me an opportunity to life farther endea<

vpuh to faften th^ impreflions upoii his mind*; ^nd*!

i could plainly perceive afleV this, that, he addrefledj

the Indians with more concern and fervency.

Biit tbefe iniprefliOns feefhed to decline, till kl

the fall of the year following he fell into a weak flatel

of body. In this feafdn, divine truth took hold ofj

him, and made deep impreflions upon his mind. He]

^as broif^ht under great cpncem for his foul, anl

wai burdened froiri day to day. His trouble prei

vailed,'/tfltviit length his (leep departed frbmhia,

afid he^li^tf .little ''rcfft day or night; but walkedl

aboutyntrflei'/gi'd&t'preflui'e? of mind, and appeared]

like dnoiher min .to his neighbours, who could
'

but obferve'his behaviour with wbnder.
After he had been fometinie driving for mercfrl

hk fays, therei feen^ed to be an impaflS)Ie mountani]

before him. He was preffing towards heaven,
^* his way was hedp^ed up with thorns, that he cottldj

not ftir an inch farther.*' He looked this way
that way, but could find no way at all. He felt «ii|

figihified juft nothing at all to ftrive and druggie an||

more." And here, he fays, he gave over ftrivinj

SLtid fiilt that it was a' gone cafe with hixni as to
""
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own power, and tliat all his attempts were:, and for

ever woul4.be vain and fruitlefs.

He knew, hefaid, he was not guilty offome wicked

lAions as others were guilt;^ of. He had not been

ufed to fteal, quarrel, and murder; the latter of
which is common among the Indians. Helikewife

kAew that he had done many things that were right.

But dill his cry was, <* that he had never done one
good thing," (meaning that he had never done any
thing from a right principle, and with a right view^

though he had done many things that were materially

goodj And now I thought, faid he, that I muit

lisk down to hell, that there was no hope for me,
<* becaufe I never could do any thing that was good ;

and if God let me alone never fo long, and I fhould

try never fo much, ftill I fhould do nothing but what
is bad.

There was one thing more in his view of things

that was very remarkable. He not only faw, what
a roiferable ftate he himfelf was in, but fie faw the

world around him were in the fame perifhing circum-

ftances. And this he faw clearly, <* as if he was now
awaked out of fleep, or had a cloud taken from before

his eyes." He faw that the life he had lived was the

way to eternal death, that he was now on the brink

of endlefs mifery : and when he looked round he

I
faw multitudes of others who had lived the fame life

witk himfelf,^—^had no more goodnefs than he, and yet

dreamed that they were fafe enough, as he had for-

merly done.

After he had been for fome time in this condition,

fenfible of the impoifibility of helping himfelf; then»

he fays, it was borne in upon his mind as if it had

I

been audibly fpoken* " There is hope, there is hope."
Whereupon his foul feemed to reft and be in fome
meafure fatisfied, though he had no confiderable joy.

I

Neither can he remember dirdii'^ly any views he had
of Chrift, or give any clear account of his acceptance

I

through him.
But thefe exercifes of foul were followed by a great

I

change, fo that it might juflly befaidi he was become
K Mnother
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another man. He was much altered, and even the

world could not but ^admire what had befallen him, to

make fo great a change in his temper^ difcourfei a^d

behaviour.—
And efpecially there was a furprifing alteration in

bis public performances. He now addreflfed the In-

dians with admirable fervency, and fcarce knew when

to leave off: and fometimes when I had concluded

my difcourfe, and was returning ho*ieward, he

would tarry behind to repeat and inculcate what had

been fpoken.

His change is abiding^ and his life unhhmt/hed to

this day, though it is now more than fix months

fmce he experienced it ; in which fpace he has been

as much expofed to Jirong drink, as poflible, in divers

places ; and yet has never difcovered any defire after

It. .

And upon ftriA obfervation of his chriftian temper,

and unblemiihed behaviour for fo conftderable a tiipe,

I think I have reafon to hope that he is " created

anew in Chrift Jefus to good works."

His name is Mofes Tinda Tautamy ; he is about

fifty years of age, and pretty well acquainted with

the notions and cudoms of his countrymen, andfo

is the better able to expofe them. He has already

been, and I truft will yet be a blelTmg to ether In-

dians. '

Friday, July 26. In the evening, God was pleaf-

ed to help me in prayer, beyond what I have expe-

rienced for fome time ; efpecially for the enlargement

of ChriiVs kingdom, and for the converfion of my poor

people. My foul relied on God for the accompliili-

ment of that great work. O, how fweet were the

thoughts of death to me at this time ! How I longed

to be with Chrid, to be employed in the glorious

work of angels, and W;ith an angel's freedom, vigour,

and delight ! And yet how willing was 4 to ftay awhile

on earth, that I might do fomething, if the Lord

pleafed, for his intereft. My foul longed for the in-

gathering of the poor Heathen' ; and I cried to God

for them jhofi .willingly and heartily. This was a

fweet
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(Vreet feafon ; I had a lively tafte of heaven, and st

temper Tutted in fome meafure to the entertainments

of it. My foul was grieved to leave the place ; but

xny body wsls weak and worn out. I longed that the

remaining part of my life might be filled up with more
fervency and adlivity in the things of God ! O, the in-

ward peace, compofure, and God-like ferenity of fuch

a frame ! Heaven mufl needs differ from this only in

degree, and not in kind*

Lord's-day, July 28. I preached again, and per-

ceived my people more thoughtful than ever. I was
told by fome, that feeing my interpreter and his wife

baptized made them more concerned than any thing

tliey had ever feen or heard. There was indeed a
confiderable appearance of divine power among them
at the time that ordinance was adminiftered.

July SOrf I difcourfed to a number of my people,

and gave them particular advice and direction, being

now about to leave them for the prefent, in order to

renew my vifit to the Indians at New-Jerfey. They
were very attentive, and earneftly defirous to know
when I defigned to return.

[On Wfednefday, July 31. Hefetout'on hisreturn

to Crofvreekfung, and arrived there the next day. In

his way he had longing defires that he might come to

the Indians in the **- fulnefs of the bleffing of the

gofpel of Chrift ;" attended with a fenfe of his own
great weaknefs, dependence, and worthleflhefs.]

Friday, Auguft 2. In the evening I retired, and
my foul was drawn out in prayer to God ; efpecially

for my poor people, to whom I had fent word to ga-
ther together, that I might preach to them the next

day. I was much enlarged in praying for their con-

verfion; and fcarce ever found my defires of any
thing of this nature, fo fenfibly and clearly, and free

from felfiih views. I had no defire to be the inftru-

ment of fo glorious a work, as I prayed for among
the Indians ; if the bleffed work might be accomplilh-

ed to the honour of God, and the enlargement of th«

dear Redeemer's kingdom, this was all my defire and
care; and for this mercy I hoped, but with tiemblin?.
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My rifing hopes, refpedling the converfion of the In-

dians, have been fo often. dafhed, that my fpirit is as

it were broken, and I hardly dare hope.

Saturday, Augud 3. I now found them ferious,

and a number of them under deep concern for an in.

tereft in Chrift. Their convictions of their fmful and

perifhing (late having, in my abfence been much
promoted by the labours of the Rev. William Ten-

nant, to whom I had advifed them to apply, and

whofe houfe they had frequented much.— I preached

to them this day on Rev. xxii. 17. " And whofoevcr

will, let him take the water of life freely.*'

The Lord enabled me to fet before them the Lord

Jefus Chrift as a kind and compaflionate Saviour, in*

viting diftreffed and perifhing fmners to accept ever*

lading mercy. V And a furprifing concern foon ap-

peared among them. There weie about twenty adult

perfons together (many of the Indians at remote places,

not having as yet had time to come fince my return,)

and not above two that I could fee with dry eyes,

Some difcovered vehement longings after Chrift, to

fave^them from the mifery they felt and feared.

Lord's-day, Auguft 4. Being invited by a neigh-

bouring minifter to aftift in the adminiftration of the

Xiord's-fupper, I complied with his requeft, and

took the Indians along with me ; not only th<^e that

were together the day before, but many more that

were coming to hear me, fo that there wer^ near

fifty in all.

They attended the feveral difcoutfes of the day;

fome of them were much affected, and all Teemed to

liave their concern raifed.

Nontf a change in their manners began to appear.

Iti the evening when they came to fup together, they

would not tafte a morfel tiU they had fent to me to

come and afk a blefting on their food ; at which time

fundry of them wept^ efpecially when I minded them

how thej had in times paft eat their feafts in honour to

Wm/x, and neglected to thank God for them.

Auguft 5. After a fermon had been preached hj

another xninifter^ I pieachedi and concluded the pub<

* lie
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M work of the folemnity from John vH. 37. In my
difcourfe I addrefTed the Indians in particular, uho
fat by themfelves in a part of the houfe ; at which

time one or two of them were ftruck with deep concern,

who had been little affected before : others had their

concern increafed to a confiderable degree. In the

evening I difcourfed to them, and found them uni.

verfally engaged, inquiring^, " What they fliould do to

be faved V* And all their convcrfation among them-
felves turned upon religious matters, in which they

were much aflifted by my interpreter, who was with

them day and night.

This day there was one woman, that had been
much concerned ever fmce fhe heard me preach in

June, who obtained comfort, I trufl, folid and well

grounded : fhe feemed to be filled with love to Chrift,

at the fame time flie behaved humbly and tenderly,

and appeared afraid of nothing fo much as of grieving

him whom her foul loved.

Auguft 6. In the morning I difcourfed to the In-

dians at the houfe where we lodged : many of them
were then much affe<Sted, fo that a few words abput
their fouls would caufe the tears to flow freely, and
produce many fdbs and groans.

In the afternoon, they being returned to the place

where 1 have ufually preached among them, I again
difcourfed to theln there. There were about fifty-

five perfons in all, about forty that were capable of
attending divine fervice with underftanding, I in-

filled upon 1 John iv. 10. " Herein is love," &c.
They feemed eager of hearing ; but there appeared
nothing very remarkable, till near the clofe of my
difcourfe, and then divine trutlis were attended with*
a furprifing influence; There was fcarce three mforty
that could refrain from tears and bitter cries. They
all, as one, feemed in an agony of foul to obtain an
intereft in Chrift ; and the more I difcourfed of the
love and compaflion of God in fending his Son to

fuffer for the fms of men ; and the more I invited

them to come and partake of his love, the more their

diftrefs was aggravated.
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It was furpriAng to fee how their hearts were pierc-

ed with the tender invitations of the gofpel, when

there was not a word of terror fpoken to them.

There was this day two perfons that obtained

comfort, which (when I came to difcourfe with them)

appeared folid, rational, and Icriptural. After 1 had

inquired into the grounds of their comfort, I afked

what they wanted God to do further for them. They

replied, ** They wanted Chrift ihould wipe their

hearts quite clean.''

Auguft 7* I preached to the Indians from Ifa.

liii. 3.—10. There was a remarkable influence at.

tending the word. Mod were much a£Fedled and many
in great diftrefs ; and fome could neither go nor (land,

but lay flat on the ground, as if pierced at heart,

crying ince^Tantly for mercy : feveral were newly

awakened, and it was remarkable, that as fad as they

came from remote places round about, the Spirit of

God feemed to feize them.

After public fervice I found two perfons more that

had newly met with comfort, of, whom I had good

hopes ; and a third that I could not but entertain

fome hopes of, fo that here were now fix in all that

had got fome relief from their fpiritual didreiTes, and

more whofe experience appeared clear and fatisfa<ftory.

Auguft 8. In the afternoon I preached to the Iq<

dians, their number was now about fixty-five per.

fons, men, women, and children. I difcourfed from

Luke xiv. 16—23. and was favoured with uncomm<it^

freedom.'

There was much concern about them while I was

difcouriing publicly ; but afterwards when I fpoke

to one and another more particularly, whoni I per>

ceived under concern, the power of God feemed to

deicend upon the atlembly " like a rulhing mighty

wind,*' and with an ailonifhing energy bore down all

'befote it.

I ftood amazed at the influence that feized the au-

dience almoft univerfally, and could compare it to

nothing more aptly than a mighty torrent, that bears

down anil fweeps before it whatever is in its way.^ '

Almoft
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Almoft all perfons of all ages were bowed down to-

gether, and fcarce •ne was able to withftand the

Jhock of this furprificg operation, Old men and wo-
men* who had been drunken wretches for many years»

and fome little children, not more than fix or feven

years of age, appeared in diftrefs for their fouls, as

well as perfons of middle age. And it was apparent

thefe children were not merely frighted with feeing

the general concern ; but were made fenAble of their

danger, the badnefs of their hearts, and their mifery

without Chrift. The mod ftubborn hearts were now
obliged to bow. A principal man among the Indians,

who before thought his (late good, becaufe he knew
more than the generality of the Indians, and who with

great confidence the day before, told me, <* he had
been a chriftian more than ten years," was now
brought under folemn concern for his foul, and wept
bitterly. Another man confiderably in years, who
had been a murderer, a powwow^ and a notorious

drunkard, was likewife brought now to cry for mer-
cy with mapy tears, and to complain much that he
could be no more unconcerned when he faw his danger
ib great.

They were almod univerfally praying and crying

for mercy in every part of the houfe, and many out of
doors, and numbers could neither go nor (land : their

concern was fo great| each for himfelf, that none
feemed to take any notice of thofe about them, but
e^ch prayed for themfelves ; and were, to their own
apprehenfion, as much retired as if every one had been
by himfelf in a defert, or, rather, they thought no-
thing about any but themfelves, and fo were every one
praying apart, although all together.

It feemed to me there was 'now an exad fulfilment

of that prophecy, Zech. xii. 10, 11, 12, for there was
now " a great mourning, like the mourning of Ha-
dadrimmon:"—and each feemed to "mourn apart.'*

Methought this had a near refemblance to the day of
God's power, mentioned Jofh. x. 14*. for I mu(l fay,

I never faw any day like it in all refpe^s ; it was a day
wherein
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wherein the Lord did much deftroy the kingdom of

darknefs among this people.

This concern was mod rational and jud : thofe who
had been awakened any confiderable time, complained

efpecially of the badnefs of their hearts; thofe newly

awakened, 'of the badnefs of their lives and adionti

and all were afraid of the anp;er of God» and of ever,

lading mifery as the defert of their fins.

Some of the whi/e people, who came out of curio-

fity to " hear what this babler would fay" to the

poor ignorant Indians, were much awakened, and

appeared to be wounded with a view of their perifh-

ine date.

Thofe who had lately obtained relief, were filled

with comfort ; they appeared calm and rejoiced in

Chrid Jefus ; and fome of them took their didrefTed

friends by the hand, telling them of the goodnefs of

Chrid, and the comfort that is to be enjoyed in him,

and invited them to come and give up their hearts to

him. And I could obferve fome of them, in the moft

unaffe(5led manner, lifting up their eyes to heaven, as

if crying for mercy, while they faw the didrefs of the

poor fouls around them.

There was one remarkable indance this day, that

I cannot but take particular notice of. A young Inw

dian woman, who, I believe, never knew before (he

had a foul, hearing that there was fomething drangc

among the Indians, came (it feems) to fee what was

the matter. I had not proceeded far in my difcourle,

before die felt effeSuaiiy that die had a foul : and before

I had conclufled, was fo convinced of her fin and mi.

fery, and fo didrefled with concern for her foul, that

(he feemed like one pierced through with a dart, and

cried out inceflantly. She could neither go nor dand,

nor fit on her feat without being held up. After pul>

lie fervice was over, die lay flat on the ground praying

eamedly, and would take no notice of, nor give any

anfwer to any that fpoke to her. I hearkened to hear

what die faid, and perceived the burden of her prayer
|

to be, Guttummaukalummeh wechaumeh kmeleh Ndaht i. t.
j

«.« Have mercy on me, and help me to give you myi

heart.**
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heart." And thus fhe continued praying incefTantA

for many hours. \

Auguft 9. I fpent almoft the whole day with the

Indians, the former part of it in difcourfing with them
privately, efpecially fonie who lately received comfort^

and endeavoured toiiKjuire into the grounds of it, as

well as to give them fome proper indrudtions, cautions

and direAions.

In the afternoon I difcourfed to them puhlicly.

There were now prefent about feventy perfons. I

opened and applied the parable of the fower, and was
enabled to difcourfe with much plainncfs. There were

many iears among them while I was difcourfing,. but

DO confiderable cry: yet fome were much affedled •

with a few words fpoken from Matth. xi. 28, with

which I concluded. But while I was difcourfing near

night, to two or three of the awakened perfons, a
divine influence feemed to attend what was fpoken»

^

which caufed the perfons to cry out m anguiih of
foul, although I fpoke not a word of terror ; but*

on the contrary, fet before them the fulnefs of Chriil'f

merit!) and his willingnefs to fave all that came to

him.

The cry of thefe was heard by others, who, though
fcattered before, immediately gathered round. I

then proceeded in the fame drain of gofpel-invitationt

I

till they were all melted into tears and cries, except

two or three; and feemed in the greateft diftrefs to

find and fecure an intereft in the great Redeemer.—
Some who had but little more than a ruffle made in

their pqffions the day before, feemed now to be deep-

ly afiedled; and the concern in general appeared
[near as prevalent as the day before. There was in-

[deed a ^ery great mourning among them, and yet

jvery one feemed to mourn apart. For fo great was
|their concern, that almoft evory one was praying
md crying for himfelf, as if none had been near.

''ruttvmmauhdummehi guttummauhalummehf i. e» '* Have
lercy upon me, have mercy upon me ;" was the

common cry.

It
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It was very affefting to fee the poor Indians, "wh

the other day were yelling in their idolatrous feafty,

now crying to God with fuch importunity, for'aa

intereft in his dear Son !

1 found two or three who I hope had taken com.

fort upon good grounds (ince the evening before

:

and thefe, v/ith others that had obtained comfort,

were together, and feemed to rejoice much that God
was carrying on his work with fuch power upon

others.

Auguft 10. I began to difcourfe privately with

thofe who had obtained comfort ; endeavouring to

inftruvfl, direft, caution, and comfort them. But

others being eager of hearing every word that related

to fpiritual concerns, foon came together one after

another: and when I had difcourfed to the yom^

gonverts more than half an hour, they feemed much

melted with divme things, and earnelUy defirous tol

be with Chpfft.

When I had fpent fome time with thefe, I turned

to the other Indians and fpoke to them from Luke

3tix. 10* I had not difcourfed long before their con-

cern rofe to a great degree, and the houfe was filled I

with cries and groans* And when I infifted on.

the compaiUon and care of the Lord Jefus ChriR I'or I

thofe that tuert lojl^ and could find no way of efcape,

this melted them down the more, and aggravated

their didrefs, that they could not come to fo kind a
|

Saviwir.

,
Sundry perfons, who before had been but flightlyl

awakened, were now deeply wounded. And one

man in particular, who was never before awakened,

was now made to feel, that " the word of the Lord!

was quick and powerful, fliarper than any two-l

edged fword." He feemed to be pierced to thel

heart, and faid, " all the wickednefs of his paft lirel

was brought frefli to his remembrance, and he fawj

all the vile a«Slions he had done formerly, as if donej

but yefterday."

I found one that had newly received comfort, aft«|

prefling diftrefs from day to day. I could not but ad|

znir



( 119 )

jirire the divine goodnefs. There feems to be fome good
done by every difcourie ; fome newly awakened every

day, and fome comforted.

Lord's-day, Auguft 11. I difcourfed in the fore-

noon from the parable of the prodigalfon»

In the afternoon I difcourfed upon part of St. Pe-
ter's fermon, Ads ii. and at the clofe of my dlfcourfe

to the Indians, made an addrefs to the white people*

and divine truths feemed to be attended with power
both to the Engliih and Indians. Several of the white

Heathen were awakened, and could no longer be idle

fpedtators, but found they had fouls to fave as well as

the Indians, and a great concern fpread through the

whole a/fembly, fb that this alfo appeared to be a day
of God's pow^r.

The number of the Indians, old and young, was
BOW upwards of feventy ; and one or two were newly
awakened this day, who never appeared to be moved
before.

Thofe that had obtained comfort, and had given
evidence of a faving change, appeared humble and
devout, and behaved in an agreeable and chriftian

manner. I was refreOied to fee the tendernefs of
confcience manifed In fome of them. Perceiving

one of them very forrowful in the morning, I inquired

into the caufe of her forrow, and found (he had been
i angry with her child the evening before* and was
in fear left her anger had beenin ordinate, which fo

[

grieved her, that (he waked and began to fob before

Iday.light, and continued weeping for feveral hours

I

together.

Auguft 14. I fpent the day with the Indians.

There was one of them who had fome time fmce
put away his wife, (as is common among them) and
taken another woman, and being now brought un-
der feme ferious imprelKons, was earneftly defirous

to know what God would have him do. When
jthe law of God refpeding marriage had been opened
Ito them, and the caufe of bis leaving his wife in-

Iquired into ; and when it appeared (he had given
^m no juft occafion by unchi^ity to defert her, and

that
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that (be was willing to forgive his pad mifcondtiA,

he was then told, that it was his indifpenfible duty

to renounce the woman he had laft taken, and re-

ceive the ot|;ier who was his proper wife ; with

which he cheerfully complied, and thereupon pub-

licly renounced the woman he had laft taken, and

publicly promifed to live witli his wife during life.

And here appeared a clear demonftration of the

power of God's word upon their hearts. A few

weeks before the whole world could not have per.

fuaded him to a compliance with chriftian rules in

this affair.

Auguft 15. I preached from Luke iv. 16.—21,

The word was attended with power upon the hearts

of the hearers. There was much concern, many

tears, and affedling cries among them, and fbme were

deeply wounded and diftreffed. There were fome

newly awakened who came but this week, and con.

virions feemed to be promoted in others.—^Thoie

that had received comfort, were likewife refreflied

and ftrengthened, and the work of grace appeared

to advance in all refpeAs.

Auguft 16. 1 fpent a confiderable time in converf*

ing privately with fundry of the Indians. I found

one that had got comfert, after prefling concern, and

could not but hope, when I difcourfed with her, tliat
I

her comfort was of the right kind.

In the afternoon, I preached to them from John vi. I

66—34. Towards the clofe of my difcourfe, divine

truths were attended with confiderable power upon

the audience, and more efpecially after public fervlce

was over, when I particularly addrefled the diftreiredj

perfons.

There was a great concern for their fouls fpreadj

generally among them : but efpecially there werel

two perfons newly awakened to a fenfe of their m
and mifery^ one of whom was lately come, and thtl

other had all along been very attentive, and defiroial

of being awakened, but could never before havel

any lively view of her perllhing ftate. But now hef|

ipiritual diftreff was fucby thatI b'k4 sever fecn a»

roor«|
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Aiore preflingf. Sundry old men trere alfo in diftrefs

fyi^ dieir fouls ; fo that they could not refrain from
weeping and crying out aloud, and their bitter groans

were the moft conyincing» as well as affecting evi-

dence of the depth of Uieir inward anguifh.—God
is powerfully at work among them .! True and ge-
naine convi^ions of fm are daily promoted In man/
inftances, and fome are Aewly .awakened from time
to time.

Auguft 17. I fpent much time in private confe-

cence with the Indians. I found one who had
newly obtained comfort, after a long feafon of fpiri*

taal diftrefs, (he liaring heen one of my hearers in

the Forks of Delaware for more than a year, and now
followed me hithci under deep (concern : and I had
abundant reafon to hope that liis comfort was well

grounded.

Monday, Auguft 19. I rode to Freehold, and
preached to a confiderable afTembly, from Matth. t.

S. It pleafed God to leave me dry and barren; buthe
has made my foul to acquiefce in his will. It is con*
trary ioJlejh and bloody to be cut off from all freedom*
in a large auditory, wliere their expedlations are

mach ratfedj but fo it was with me, and God help-

ed me to fay ; <* Good is the will of the Lord."
Friday, Auguft 23. I fpent fome time with the

Indians in private difcoiirfe ; afterwards preached to
them from John vi. 44—50. There was, as has
been uTual, a great attention and fome affeftion

among them. Several appeared deeply concerned
for their fouls, and could not but ezprefs their in-

ward anguifh by tears and cries. But. the amaziiig
influence that has been fo powerfully among them^
ieems, at prefent* in fome d^ree abated.

Auguft 24. I fpent the forenoon in di£courfing

to fome of the Indians, in order to their receiving
the ordinance of baptifm. When I had opened the
nature of the ordinance, the obligations attending it,

the duty of devoting ourfelves to God in H« and the

I

privilege of being in coveiumf with him, (bndry of
Aim ftemed to b« filled with lote to God| and de-

L lighted
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\\ehied with the thoughts of giving up themfelves to

him in that foiemn and public inaiiiner.
' Afterwar4s I iifcourfccl publicly from 1 Thc/T. iv,

13—17. There wks a folemti attention* and vifible

concern in the tiflrie of public (erv^ce, wl^ich was

afterwards ii\Creafed bj Conie further exhortation

fiyen them to come to Cliriil, and give up their

carts to him, that thejr might be fitteJ to «* afrend

up and meet him in the air,^ when he (hall " defcend

w^th a Oiouty and thje voice of the archang|el,**

There were feveral Iridians newly coxne, who

thought their ftate good^ l)ecaufe they had lived witli

particularly after public

Worfliip, and was furpnfed to fee their felf-;ighteovs

difpofitionj their ftrong attachment to the covenant

of worjcs, and the hjj^ value they put upon their fup^

pofed attainments. Yet a^ter much difcourie) one aj>>

peared convinced, tha^t " by thede^d^pf the layrno

flelh living &puld be juftifi6d,*' an^. wept bitterly,

incmirinj?, " wha| he %i^fl <fo^

LiOrd!s-cUy^ Augu^ 25. ' I preacHed in the fore-

ttcpn, frcvop tuke iv. S—Yr There beii^ a multi-

tude oj^whit^ P^Pp}^ VJ^f^^h ^ ^^^?, an addrefs to

th^m at the dole ot my di(cout;f^, hut could not ib

much, as keep thiem orderly, for fcores of them kept

lealking and gazing abput} and behaved more ind&;

cently than fl«j^ /«aw«j I ever addreflifed.

Afterwards I baptized twenty-Jive perfons of the In*

diansy fifteen adiilts, and ten children. Moll of th^

adults I have reafon to lu.^ are renewed perfonsj

only, the cafe of two or three appeared more doubt*

iul
After the crowd of fpedl^tors was gone, ^calledthe

baptized perfpns together, and difcpurfed to theih in

particular, reminded th^m of the folemn obligations

they were now under to live to God, and encourag-

ed, them to watchf|ilnefs and devotion, by fetting be-

fore theit^ the comfort an^ h^pyconclufion of a religious

life.—This v(as SL'tf^if^^^ T^eir heartj



( 123 >

#efe tti§;ag«d arid cheerfal in duty, iftd tliey rcf

joTced that they had in a public dnd folemn manner
dedicated thenifelves to God.—Love feemed to reign

imbng them ! They took each other by the hand
iii^ith tendernefs and afFe^ion, as if their hearts were
hit together, while I was dircourfmg to them ; and
^ their deportment towards each other, was fuchy

that a fertous jpeaator might juftty be excited to cry

out with admiration, " Behold, hdw they love one
another !" Sundry of the other Indians at feeing

and hearing thefe things, were much afiedled ana
wept bitterly, longing to be partakers of the fam^
joy and comfort that thefe difcovered by their coun*
tenance as well as condu<^.

Monday, Auguft 26. 1 preached to my people

from John vi. 51

—

55. After I had difcourfed fome
time, I addrefled thoie in particular who entertained

hopes that they w€re " paifed from death to life."

I opened to them the nature of thofe confolations

Chrift gives his people, ,fhewed them that fuch have
Already the " beginnings of eternsll life,f* (ver. 54.)

and that their heaven fhall be f^^eedily completed.

I no foorier %egan to difcourfe, but the chri/liaHi

m the congregation began to be melted with affec-

tidh to, and dent-e of the enjoyment of Chriil, and
of k ftate of perfeft purity. They 5vejlt aflFediotiateiy

dnd yet joyfully^ and their tears aiid fobs difcovere'cl

hrolennefs of heart, and yet wei-e attended with coin*-

\foirt and fweetnefs ; fo that this was a tender, aff'e^ib^

nate, humble, delightful melting;, and appeated tb

\k the genuine effect of the Spirit of adoption^ and
very far from the Spirit of bondage that they Wfoffe

laboured under. The influence fpread^from thefe

through the whole affembly, and there quickly ap-

peared a Wonderful concern among them. Man^
who had not yet found Chrift, were furprifingly en-
gaged in feeking after him. Their number was
now about ninety-fve perfoiis, and almoft all af-

fefSted either with joy in Chrift, or with the vtm^
mcern to obtain an intereft in him.

L 2 . Being

A /
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Being convinced it was now my duty to take a

journey far back to the Indians on Sufquehannah

river, after having fpent fome hours in public and

private difcourfes with my people, I told them that

I mud leave them for the prefent, and go to their

trethren far remote, and preach to them ; that I wanted

the Spirit of" God (hould go with me, without whom
nothing could be done to any good purpofe, as they

themfelves had had opportunity to fee, and afked

them, if they would not fpend the remainder of the

day in prayer for me, that God would go with me,

and fucceed my endeavours. They cheerfully com.

plied with the motion, and foon after I left them

(the fun being then about an hour and a half high)

they began, and continued praying all nieht till bred

of day, never miftrufting (they told me) till they went

out and faw the morning ^ar a conHderable height,

that it was later than common bed time.

There were, I truft, this day two diflreHed fouls

brought to the enjoyment of folid comfort.

Likewife this day an old Indian, who has all his

days been an obftinate idolater^ was brought to give

up his>- rattles (which they ufe. for mulic in their

idolatrous feafls and dances) to the other Indians,

who quickly deftroyed them i and this without any

attempt of mine in the affiiir, I having faid nothing

to him about it ; fo that it was nothing but the pow-

er of God's word, without any particular application

to this fm, that produced this effect. Thus God has

begun, thus he has hitherto carried on a work of grace

amongd thefe Indians. May the glory be afcribed to

iiim, who is the fole author of it

!

[The next day he fet out on a journey towards the

Porks of Delaware, deiigning to go from thence to

Sufquehannah, before he returned to Crofweekfung.

It was five days from his departure from Crofweek-

fung, before he reached the Forks, going round by the

way of Philadelphia, and waiting on the governor of

Pennfylvania, to get a recommendation from him to

the chiefs of the Indians.]

Fork
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Forks of Delaware.

Lord's-day, September 1. 1 preached to the In«

dians here, from Luke xiv. 16—23.

Afterwards I preached to a number of white peo-

ple, and obferved many of them in tears, and fome
who had been formerly as carelefs and unconcerned

about religion as the Indians. -

Towards night I difcourfed to the Indians again,

and perceived a greater attention, and more vifible

concern among them, than has been ufual in thefe

parts,

September 3. I preached to the Indians from If.

liii. 3—6. The divine prefence* feemed to be in the

midft of the affembly, and a confiderable concern

fpread among them. Sundry perfons feemed to be

awakened, among whom were two (lupid creatures,

that I could fcarce ever before keep awake while I

was difcourfing to them.

Wednefday, September 4. I rode 15 miles to an
Iriih fettlement, and preached there from Luke xiv.

22. " And yet there is room." God was pleafed

to afford me fome tendemefs and enlargement in the
.

firft prayer, and much freedom, as well as warmth, in

the fermon. There were many tears in the aflembly

:

the people of God feemed to melt, and others to be
in fome meafure awakened. Bleffed be the Lord,
that lets me fee his work going on in one place and
another.

September 5. I difcourfed to the Indians from the

parable of the fower, and afterwards converfed par-

ticularly with fundry perfons, which occafioned

them to weep, and even to cry out in an affeding' ^

manner, and leized others with furprize and con-
cern. Several of thefe had been with me to Crofl

I

weekfung, and fome of them felt the power of God's '<

word. I afked one of them why he now cried ? He
I

replied, ** When he thought how Chrift was flain*

I

like a lamb, and fpilt his blood for fmners, he could ^

not help crying :" and thereupon burft out inta

L 3 tears

.
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tears and cries aga!n. I then aflced his wife, vrho

likewife had been abundantly comforted, wherefore

fhe cried ^ She anfwered, ** She was grieved that

the Indians here would not come to Chrift, as well as

thofe at Crofweekfung." I afked her if fhe found a

heart to pray for them, and whether Chrift had

been near to her of late in prayer, as in time paft ?

(which is my ufual method of expreiling a fenfe of

the divine prefence.) She replied, <* Yes, he had

been near to her ; and that at fome times when fhe

had been praying alone, her heart loved to pray fo^

that fhe could not bear to leave the place, but wanted

to (lay and pray longer."

Lord's-day, September 8. I difcourfed to the In-

dians in the forenoon from John xii. 44—50, in the

afternoon from Afts ii. 36—39. The word of God
feemed to fall with weight and influence upon them.

There were but a few prefent, but moft that were,

were in tears, and fundry cried out under diftreiling

eoncem for their fouls.

There was one man awakened, who never before

difcovered any concern for his foul. There ap-

peared a remarkable work of the Spirit among them,

almoft generally, not unlike what has been of late

at Crofweekfung. It feemed as if the divine influence

had fpread from thence to this place.

Sundry of the carelefs white people now prefent,

were ftartled, feeing the power of God fo prevalent

among the Indians. I then made a particular addrefs

to them, which feemed to make fome impreflion upon

them.
In the evening God was pleafed to enlarge me in

prayer, and give me freedom at the throne of grace:

1 cried to God for the enlargement of his kingdom in

the world, and particularly among my dear people:

and was enabled to pray for many dear minillers

of my acquaintance, both in thefe parts and in New-

England. My foul was fo engaged in that fweet

exercife, that I knew not how to leave the mercy-

feat. I faw, God was both able and willing to do I

all that I de/jired, for xnyfelf and friends, and hisi

church:
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chorch m general. Afterwards, when I was jui
going to bed, God helped me to renew my petitions

with ardency and freedom.

Monday, September 9. I left the Indians in tij«.*

Forks of Delaware, and fet out on a journey towards
Sttfquehannah-river, direAing my courfe towards the

Indian-town more than an hundred and twenty miles

weftward from the Forks.

September 13. After having lodged out three

nights, I arrived at the Indian-town I aimed at on
Sofquehannah, called Shaumoking, (one of the

places I vifited in May lad) and was kindly receiv-

ed by the Indians : but had little fatisfaAion by rea-

fon of the Heathenifli dance they then held in the

honfe where I was obliged to lodge, which I could

not fupprefs, though I often entreated them to defift,

for the fake of one of their own friends who was fick

in the houfe.

This town lies partly on the eaft fide of the river^

pardy on the weft, and partly on a large ifland in it,'

and contains upwards of fifty houfes, and (they tell

me) near three hundred perfons; but of three dif-

ferent tribes of Indians, fpeaking three languages
wholly uninteUlgtble to each other. About one half of
its inhabitants are Delawares, the others called Se-
nekas, and Tutelas. The Indians of this place are

counted the mofl drunken, mifchievous, and rufHan^

\jfellows of any of thefe parts ; and Satan feems to

have \i\sfeiU in this town in an eminent manner.
Saturday, September 14. I vifited the Delaware

king, (who was fuppofed to be at the point of death
when r was here in May laft, but was now recover-

ed,) and difcourfed with him and others refpedling

clriflianity, and fpent the afternoon with them, and
had more encouragement than I expected. The king

appeared kindly difpofed, and willing to be inftrudt-

ed; this gave me fome encouragement that God
would open an effeSual door for my preaching the gof^
pel here.

. This was a refrefhment to me in the wil-
demefs, and rendered mj foHtary circumflances com-
fortable and pleafant.

In
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In ttie evening h.j foul was enlarged in prayer

;

efpeciallyy that God woiild fet up his kingdom in this

place, where the devil now reigns. My foul cried,

<* Lord, fet up thy kinp^dom, for thine own glory 1

Glorify thyfelf, and I (hall rejoice. Get honour to

thy blelTed name, and this is all I dedre. Bo with

me jud what thou wilt. Bleffed he thy name for

ever, that thou art God, and that thou wilt glorify

thyfelf. O, that the whole world might glorify thee

!

O, let thefe poor people be brought to know thee, and

love thee, for the glory of thy ever-bleffed name!"
Lord's-day, September 15. I vifited the chief of

the Delawares again ; and difcourfed to the Indians

in the afternoon. 1 dill hoped that God would open

their hearts to receive the gofpel, though many of

them in the place were fo drunk from day to day, that

I could get no opportunity to fpeak to them.

September 16. I fpent the forenoon with the In-

dians, endeavouring to indruft them from houfe to

houfe, and to engage them, to be friendly to chrif-

tianity.

Towards night I went to a part of the town where

:jiey vrertfohert and got together near fifty perfons oF

them.—There was a iiirprifuig attention among them,

and they manifefted a defire of being further inftruA-

ed. There was alfo one or two that feemed to be touch-

ed, who appeared pleafed with fome converfatlon in

private, after I bad concluded my public difcourfe.

My fpirits were much refrefhed, and I could not

but return with my interpreter (having no other com"

panion in this journey) to my poor hard lodgings, re-

joicing in hopes that God defigned to fet up his king-

dom here, and found uncommon freedom in addref-

iing the throne of grace for the accomplifhment of fo

glorious a work.

September 17« I fpent the forenoon in difcour-

iing to the Indians. About noon I left Shaumoklhg,

(molV of the Indians going out this day to hunt,) and

travelled down the river fouth weftward.

September 19. I viiltefd an Indian town called

^uneauta, iituate on an iUaud in Sufquehannah. t
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Has maeh difcouraeed with the behaviour of the !^
jianshere» although they appeared friendly when t

was with them laK fpring ; yet now they Teemed re*

folved to retain their Pagan notions, and perfift in their

idolatrous pradtices.

September t^O. I vifited the Indians again at Ju-

neauta ifland, and found them bufy in making pre-

parations for a great facrifice and dance. So I had no
opportunity to get them together in order to difcourfe

with them about chriftianity. My fpirits were muck
funk, efpecially feeing I had now no interpreter but

a Pagan, who was as much attached to idolatry as any
of them : fo that I was under the greateft difadyan-

tages imaginable. However, I attempted to difcourfe

privately with fome of them, but without any ap-
pearance of fuccefs.

In the evening they met together, near an hundred
of them, and danced round a large Hre, having pre-

pared ten fat deer for the Jacrifice : the fat of whofe
inwards they burnt in the fire while they were danc-

ing, and fometimes raifed the flame to a prodigious

height, at the fame time yelling and fhouting in fuch a
manner, that they might have been beard two miles

or more.

They continued their /acred dance all night ; after

which they eat the fle/b of the facrificef and retired

each to his lodging.

I enjoyed little fatisfadtion this night, being entire.

ly alone on the ifland, (as to any chriftian company,)
and in the midft of this idolatrous revel ; and having
wallced to and fro till body and mind were much
oppreffed, I at length crept into a little crib made
for com, and there flept on the poles.

Lord*s.day, September 21. I fpent the day with
the Indians on the ifland. As foon as they wfere up
in the morning, I attempted to inflruft them, and
laboured to get them together, but quickly found
they had fomething elfe to do ; for they gathered to-

gether all their potvwoivst (or conjurers,) and fet about
ha^a dozen of them to playing their tricks, and adlii^

their frantic poftures, in order to find out why they

were
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W^fe th fickljr, htlfh1)«f8 of them WiHg at fhkt i\h$

difordered witli a /rv^r aild bloody jfux. In thii

they were engaged for feveral hours, making all the

i^ild diftra<5led motions Imaginable : fometimes fing.

ing ; fometimes howling ; fometimes extending their

haiids to the utmoft ftretch, fpreading all their fin.

cUtif and feenled to pUfh with them, as if they de*

ngned to fright fomething away, or at lead keep ie

6n at arms length ; fometimes ftroking their faces with

their hands, then fpurting water as fine as mid ; feme.

times fitting flat on the earth, then bowing down their

fsices to the ground ; i^rihging their fides, as if in

jpam and anguifh : twifting their faces, turning up

their eyes, ^grunting, or piimng.

Their ihonftrous adlions feemed to have fomething

in them peculiarly fuited to ralfe the devil, if he

could be raifed by aiiy thine odd and frightfiil. Some

of them were much xhore fervent in the bufinefs thaa

others, and feemed tb chant, pee^ and mutietf with a

sresit degree of warmth and vigotir.^ I fat about thirty

Kietfrbih them, (though undTfcoVered,) with my bi.

tie iii ihy hand, tefbhing, if pbdtble, to (jpbW their

tpdft, and jirdfeht their re^eiViiig any aniWers froill

the infernal world. They continued their hideous

charms fdr more than thfee hours, until thdy had all

wearted th^nlfelvej^ oiit, silthbttgh they had tak^

fundry intervals of reft ; and at length broke up, l

apprehended, Without fedfeivihg iin'y ainfwer.

• After they had dorife pdwWbwin^, I attehijjted to

difcouffe with th^m abbiit chnfti^ility : but they foon

fcattered, and g^Ve no oppbhuUity. A view Of thefe

things, while I was entirely alone in the wildernefs,

deftitute of the Ibciety bf any bhe that fo much as

<* named the iiafne of Chrift," gteatly Jbiik my fpi.

rits, fo that I had no heart h6r i^o^tr to ihake any

fiirthfer attempts among them.

The Ihdiahs of this iiland, many of them under-

ftandthe Euglifh Idrigiiage, having fb'riherly lived in

Maryland near the white |}eopIe, biit are very vi-

cious, driiiikeii, ahd |)rbfane, although not fo favagt

as thoie who h^vb lefs acbualntUnce with the Eng-

li&.
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lilh. The'r n^ethQ()s of chamlng or conjuring qtv
the fiok, Teems fomewh^t dilTer^nt from that of othifr

Indians : and tho whole of it perhaps is an imitation

of what feems, by Neman's exprefllion, 2 Kings v.

II. to have been the cuflp^i of the ancient Heathens.

For it fc^inii chieHy to confid in their " ftriking

their hands over vye dlfe^fctd," repeatedly ftroking

oi them, *' and c^llii)|; upon their gods," excepting

the ij^irting of Ayat^r> ^nd fome othier frantic cere-

monies cpfnnipn tp the ot)ier eotyurations,

VJiieji 1 W4^ in th.e& parts in May la(^» I had an
opportunity pf le^rpmg i^anj of the cudoms of the

Indif^ns. I thfi^ trayi^lp^ more tl}an an hundred
and tliirfy miles upon tne river abov? the Engli(i

fet^epicnts ; and had in that journey a view of p^rr

(bns of fevfn or ei^/ji diflindt tribesi ijpeaking fo many
diferent l^nguagjPjSf. ?u; pf aU the lights I ever (xw
amon^ tl^cip^ rioiiie appe^r^d fo near a kin to wha^
isuiiially imagined ot irffiir'nftl ^owerst as tl^e appear-

ance of one TOP wa? a devout and zealous refo^'imerj

or rather j-^iUp^er, of wh,at he iupppfeid was thp

incient religioifi of the In4ian$. He made his ap^

pearajvce in his P9ptjfif0f g^r^t which, was a coat of
kar Ji^ifUf ^v^fkd with the hair on, and hanging
d9wn to his t9e^> a pair of bear-fkin ftockings, and a
gregt t^ooffo* face, pajnt^i the one half bUcjc and the

odier tawpy, about; th^. cplpur of a.n Injdian's fkin#

^itji an extraya^^^pt ippH^h, c.i^t very much awry

;

tile face, fa(len)^d to a be^r-!(1i;in cap* which wa^
drawn qver his head, tte advance^ toward me
with the inftrupnent in his hand that he ufcd fpr

i;mfic in his idolatrous worjklp w.hich was a dry tortoift'

f'Vwith ^^^ corn in. it, aijd tj^e neck of it drawn ou
a piece of wpojd, which m;adc a v^ry copveni.ent

jl^andle. As he came fpr^-ard, he bfat hi^ tune with the

rt^utff and danced with all his might, but did not
Ifuffer any pjj^rt of his bqdy, not fp much as his

Ifingers, to be fefiiv: and r^o m,an vfould have guet
'ed, by his ^pp^arancjei th^t he could have been a
lima^i creature. Whfijfi he cajole i^ear. me, Ico^ld
Pt l^ut (hrjnjjt aw^ ^991 hjifj, 4t^^u|;h.i| was then

noon
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noon day, and I knew who it was, his appearance

and geilures were fo frightful. He had a houfe coq.

fecrated to religious ufes, with divers images cut

out upon the feveral parts of it ; I went in and

found the ground beat almoft as hard as a rock with

their frequent dancing.—I difcourfed with him

about chriftlanity, and fome of my difcourfe he

feemed to like, but fome of tt he difliked entirelj.

He told me that God had taught him his religion,

and that he never would- turn from it, but wanted

to find fome that would join heartily with him in it;

for tlie Indians, he faid, were grown very degene>

rate. He had thoughts, he faid of leaving afl his

friends, and travelling abroad, in order to find fonie

that would join with him ; for he believed God had

fome good people fome where, that felt as he did.

He had not always, he faid, felt as he now ctid, hut

bad formerly been like tlie reft of the Indians^ until

about four or five years ago ; then, he faid, his heart

was very much diftrefled, io that he could* not live a*

mong the Indians, but got away into the woods, and

lived alone for fome months. At length, he fays,

God (hewed him what he (hould dc ; and fince that

time he had known God, and tried to ferve him ; and

loved all men, be they who they would, fo as he
j

never did before.—He treated me with uncom.

xnon courtefy, and feemed to be hearty in it.——I
|

was told by the Indians, that he oppofed their drink,

ing ftrong liquors ^ith all his power; and if at any I

time he could not difiuade them from it, he would

leave them, and eo cryihg into the woods. It

was manifeft he had a fet of religious notions

that he had looked into for h'mfelf and not taken for

granted upon bare tradition; and he relifhed ordif^

relifhed whatever was fpoken of a religious nature,

according as it either agreed or dimgreed tritb

hisjlandard. And while I was dlfcourfmg lie would

fometimes fay, <* Now that I like : fo Crod has taugbtj

me." And fome of his fentiments feemed very ju*

Yet he utterly denied the being of a devils and d&l

flared thers ^m no Aich creature known simonJ

the
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the Indians of old times. He likewife told me» that

departed fouls all went fouthward, and that the dif-

ference between the good and bad was this, that the

former were admitted into a beautiful town, with Jpi'

ritual walls, or walls agreeable to the nature of fouls

;

and that the latter would for ever hoVer round thofe

walls, and in vain attempt to get in. He feemed to

be fincere, honed, and confcientious in his ozvn ivay,

which was more than I ever faw in any other Pagan ;

and I perceived he was looked upon, and derided

amongft moil of the Indians as ^preci/e zealot. I mu(l

fay there was fomething in his temper that looked

more like true religion than any thing I ever obferr-

ed among other Heathens.

September 22. £ made fome further attempts to

tjnftrud the Indians on this iiland, but all to no pur-

pofe. They live fo near the white people, that they

are always in the way of ftrong liquor, as well as the

ill examples of nominal chriftians *, which renders it

unfpeakably difficult to treat with them about chrlfti-

anity.

[On Monday, September 23. He left the Indians,

in order to his return to the Forks of Delaware, in a
very weak ftate of body, and under dejeftion of mind,
which continued the two firft days of his journey.]

Thurfday, September 26. I was ftill much dif-

ordered in body, and able to ride but flowly. I con-

tinued my journey however. Near night, I arrived

at the Irifh fettlement, about fifteen miles from mine
own houfe. This day, I was much exercifed with a
fenfe of my barrennefs: and verily thought, there

was no creature that had any true grace, but what
was more fpiritual and fruitful than I : I could not
think that any of God's children made fo poor a hand
of living to God as !•
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Forks of Delaware*

Odober 1. I difcourfed to the Indians here, and

afterwards invited them to accompany, or if not to

follow me down to Crofweekfung, as foon as their

conveniency would admit ; which invitation fundry of

theni cheerfully accepted.

Saturday, 04tober 5. I preached to my people at

Crofweekfungf from John xiv. 1—6. The divine

prefence ieemed to . be in the aflembly. Numbers
vfcre affected, and ibme comforted.

O, what a difference is there between thefe and the

Indians upon Sufquehannah. To be with thofe feem-

cd like being baniihed from God, and all his people;

to be with ihefg like being admitted into his family,

and to the enjoyment of his prefence ! How great is

the change lately made upon thefe Indians, who not

.many months ago were as thoughtlefs, and averfe to

chriftianity, as thofe upon Sufquehannah

!

Lord's-day, Odtober 6. I preached in the fore-

noon from John x. 7-—11* There was a confidera-

•ble melting among my people.; the young chriftians

vrere comforted and ftrengthened, and one or two

perfons newly awakened.
In the afternoon, I difcourfed on the ftory of the

jailor, Ads xvi. and in the evening expounded AAs
zx. 1^—12. There was at this time a melting

through the whole aflembly. There was fcarce a

dry eye to be feen among them, and nothing but

what tended to encourage and excite a chriftian ar«

dour and fpirit of devotion.

After public fervice I withdrew ; and the Indians

continued praying among themfelves for near two

hours togetlier; which exercifes appeared to beat-

tended with a bleffed influence from on high. ,

I could noi: but earneftly '^(h that numbers oi

Cod's people had been prelen^ t this feafon, to fee

and bear thefe things which I am fure muft refreih

the heart of every true lover of Zion. To fee thofe,

who very lately were favage Pagans and idolaters,

^^ having no hope, and without God ia the world."

AOV
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now filled with a lenfe of divifie love and grace, and
worfliipping the " Father in fpirit and in truth," was
not a little affeaing ; and eijpecially to fee them fo

tender and humble, as well as lively, fervent, and
devout.

Monday, OAober 7. Being called by the church
and people of Eaft-Hampton on Long-Iiland, as a
member of a council, to ailift and advife in affairs

of difficulty in that church, I fet out on my journey
this morning, before it was welllight, and travelled

to Elifabeth-Town;

[He profecuted his journey with the other minif-

ters that were fent for : and did not return till Odb-
ber 14.]

Oiftober 24. I difcourfed frorn John iv. 13, 14.

There was a great attention, and an unaffedled melt-

ing in the aflembly.—It is furprifing to fee how eager

they are to hear the word of God. I have onen
thought they would cheerfully attend divine worikip

twenty-four hours together.

Oftober 25. I difcourfed to my people on the

nfurrgSion from Luke xx. 27—36. And when I

came to mention the bleffednefs the good (hall en-

joy at that feafon ; their final freedom from death,

and fbrrow; their equality to the angeh in regard of
their nearnefs to, and enjoyment of Chri(t ; and
their being the children of God^ openly acknowledged
by him asfuch : I fay, when I mentioned thefe things*

numbers of them were much affedled, and melted
with a view of this bleffed ftate.

Odtober 26. Being called to aflift in the adminifl-

tration of the Lord's fupper, in a neighbouring con-

gregation, I invited my people to go with me, who
embraced the opportunity cheerfully, and attended

the difcourfes of that folemnity widi diligence and
affedion, mod of them now underftanding fomething
of the EngliOi language.

Lord's-day, Oftober 27. While I was preaching
to a vad affembly of people abroad, who appeared
generally eafy and fecure enough, there was one In-

dian womany a ftranger, who never heard me preach
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before, nor ever regarded any thing about religion,

(being now perfuaded by fome of her friends, to come
though much again ft her will,) was feized with a

prefling concern for her foul, and foon after expref-

ied a great defire going home,) more than forty

miles diftant,) to call her hufband, that he alfo might

have a concern for his foul. Some other of the In-

dians alfo appeared to be aflfedled with divine truths

this d^y.

The pious people of the Englifli (numbers of

•whom I had opportunity to converfe with) feemed

refrefhed with feeing the Indians worlhip God in

that devout and folemn manner, and could not but

<< glorify God, faying. Then hath God alfo to the

Gentiles granted repentance unto life."

0<5lober 28. I difcourfed from Math. xxii. 1—
13. I was enabled to adapt my difcourfe to the ca-

pacities of my people, ** I . know not how," in a

plain, eafy, and familiar manner, beyond all that I

could have done by the utmoft ftudy : and this, with

SLfi much freedom, as if I had been addreiling a common
audience, who had been inftrudled in chriftianity all

their days.

The word of God at this time feemed to fall upon

the aflembly with a divine power, efpecially toward

the clofe of my difcourfe ; there was 'both a fweet

melting and bitter mourning in the audience.—The

chriftians were refrefhed and comforted, convic

tions revived in others, and fundry perfons newly

awakened who had never been with us before : and

fo much of the divine prefence appeared in the af-

lembly, that it feemed, << this was no other than the

gate of heaven." All that had any relifti of divine

things were even conftrained to fay, " Lord, it is

good for us to be here !*' Ifever there was among my
people,an appearance of the New Jerufalem ** as

a bride adorned for her hufband," there was at this

time. And fo agreeable was the entertainment, that

I could fcarce tell how to leave the place.

Lord*s-day, November 23. I b^Lptized fourteen In-

dianiy Cix adults and eight children; one of thefe

was
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was near four/core years of age, and I have reafon to

hope God lias brought her home to himfelf : two
of the others were men oijifty years old, who had been
fmgular, even among the Indians, for their wicked-

nefs ; one of them had been a murderer, and both no-
torious drunkards, as well as exceflive quarrelfome

;

but now I cannot but hope both are really changed.
1 deferred their hapttfm for many weeks, that 1
might have more opportunities to obferve the fruits

of thofe impreffi(^ns they had been under. Indeed
there was not one of the adults but had given me
ground to hope, that God had wrought a good work
in their hearts.

Nov. 4. , There were fundry of the perfons lately

come from remoter places, that were now brought
under deep concern for their fouls ; particularly one^

who not long (ince came half drunk, and railed on
us, and attempted to difturb us, while engaged in

divine worfhip, was fo diftreffed, that fhe feemed
unable to get any eafe without an intereft in Chrift.

There were many tears and aflPeftionate groans in

the aflembly in general, fome weeping for them-
felves, others for their friends. And though perfons

are doubtlefs much eafier aflFe^led now, than they^

were in the beginning to this religious conceili, when
tears and cries for their fouls were things unheard of
among them ; yet, their aS<i^on in general appeared

^tnume and unfeigned i and efpecially in thofe newly-

awakened.

I baptized a child this day, and perceived feveral

of the baptized perfons affe(5ted, as being thereby

Btinded of their own Iblemn engagements.
I have now baptized \n -aA forty/even perfons of

the Indians, twenty three adults, and twenty-four

children ; thirty-five of them belonging to thefe parts,

and the reft to the Forks of Delaware : and they have
none ofthem as yet been a difgrace to their profeflion

by any unbecoming behavif)ur.

Before I proceed, 1 would make a few remarks.

And
\fty

It is remarkable that God began this

verk among the Indians at a time when. I had the
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leaft profpeA of feeing a work of grace among them.

My bodily ftrength being then much wafted by a

tedious journey to Sufquehannah, my mind «•
ceedingly deprefTed with a view of the unfeafonable.

nefs of my labours, had little reafon 'to hope that

God had made me inftrumental of the faving con-

erfion of any of the Indians, whence I was ready to

look upon myfelf as a burden to the fociety that em.

ployed me in this bufinefs. I began to entertain fe.

Tious thoughts of giving up my mlffion; and almoft

refolved I would do fo, at the conclufion of the pre-

fent year, if 1 had then no better profpeft in my
work than I had hitherto had.

In this frame of mind I firft vifited thefe Indian?

at Crofweekfung, apprehending it was my duty to

make fome attempts for their converfion, though I

cannot fay, I had any hope of fuccefs, my fpirits

were now fo extremely funk.

And yet this was the very feafon that God faw fit

to begin this glorious work ! And thus he " or-

dained ftrength out of weakpefs," by making bare

his almighty arm at a time when all hopes and human

^robalilUies moft evidently failed.—" "Whence I learn,

that it is good to follow the path of duty, though in

the midft of darknefs and difcouragement."
^dly, Ix. is remarkable how God, in a manner al-

moft unaccountablei called thefe Indians together to

be inftrudled; and how he feized their minds with

the moft folemn concern as f;ift as they^ came to the

place where his word was preached. When I firft

came into thefe parts, I found not one man at the

place I vifited, but only four women and a few

children : but before I had been here many days,

they gathered from all quarters, fome from more

than twenty miles diftant j and when I made them

a fecond vifit, fome came more than forty miles to

hear me.
And many came without any intelligence of what

was going on here, and confequently without any

defign, fo much as to gratify their curiofity ; fo that

it feemed as if God had fuxnmoned thezn together

from
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from all quarters for nothing elfe but to deliver his

jnefTage to them.

Nor is it lefs furprifing that they were one after

another affefted with a folemn concern for their

foulsi almoft as foon as they came upon the fpot

where divine truths were taught them. I could not

but think, their coming to this place wai like Saul

and his meflengers coming among the prophets ; they

no fooner came but they prophefied : and thefe were
almoft as foon aflFefted with a fenfe of their fm and
mifery, and with an eamelt concern for deliverance,

as they made their appearance in our aflembly.

After this work of grace began with power among
them, it was common for Jlrangers of the Indians,

before they had been with us one day, to be deeply
convinced of their fm and mifery, and to inquire

with great folicitude, " What they fhould do to be
faved ?"

S^y* It is likewife remarkable how God preferved

thefe poor ignorant Indians from being prejudiced

againft me, and the truths I taught them. There
were many attempts made by fome of the nuhite peo-

ple to prejudice them againft, or fright them from
chriftianity. They fometimes told tliem, the Indi-

ans were well enough already :—thj(t there was no
need of all this noife about chriftianity :—that if

they were Chriftians, they would be in no better,

no fafer, or happier ftate, than they were already

in.

Sometimes they told them, tliat I was a hnaye^ a
ieceiver: that I daily taught them lies, and had no
other defign but to impofe upon them.

And when none of thefe fuggeftions ^ould avail,

they told the Indians, " My defign was to gather to-

gether as large ?, body of them as 1 poffibly could,

and then fell them to England for flaves." Nothing
could be more likely to terrify the Indian's, they
being naturally of a jealous difpofitiftn, and the moft
averfe to a ftate of fervitude perhaps of any people
living.

But
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But all thefe inHnuations (through divine good,

nefs) conftantly turned againft the authors of them,

and only ferved to engage the a£fedtions of the In-

dians more firmly to me : for they could not but ob.

ferve, that the perfons who endeavoured to embitter

their minds againd me, where altogether unconcerned

about their own fouls, and not only fo, but vicious

and profane ; and thence could not but argue, that if

they had no concern for their own, it was not likely

they (hould have for the fouls of others.

It feems yet the more wonderful that the Indians

were preferved from once hearkening to thefe fug.

geftions, as I was an utter (Iranger among them, and

could give them no affurance of my fmcere afFe^ion,

by any thing that was paft,—^while the perfons that

infmuated thefe things were their old acquaintance,

who had had frequent opportunities of gratifying

them with ftrong drink, and confequently had the

greateft intereit in their affedlions.

^thly^ Nor is it lefs wonderful how God was pleaf-

ed to provide a remedy for my want of (kill in the

Indian language, by remarkably £tting my interpre*

ter for, and adifting him in the performance of his

work. It might be fuppofed I mud labour under a

vail difadvantage in addreffing the Indians by an

interpreter, and that divine truths would unavoid.

ably lofe much of their energy^ by coming to the au*

diei^ce from a fecond hand. But although this has

often been the cafe in times paft, when my interpre-

ter had little fenfe of divine things, yet now it is

quite otherwife. I cannot think my addreffes to the

Indians ordinarily fince the beginning of this feafon

of grace, have loft any thing of the power with

which they were made, unlefs it were fometimes for

want of pertinent expreflions in the Indian language;

which difficulty could not have been much redreiled

by my perfonal acquaintance with it. My interpreter

had before gained fome good degree of doarind

knowledge, whereby he was capable of underftand-

nig and communicating the meaning of my difcourfes,

and that without being obliged to interpret word for

word*
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word. He had likewife an expertmenlal acquatntanes

with divine things ; and it pleafed God at this feafon

to infpire his mind with longing defires for the con-
verfion of the Indians, and to give him admirable

zeal and fervency in addrefling them. And it is

remarkable, that when I was favoured with any
fficial qfiflancet and enabled to fpeak with more than
common freedom^ fervency t and ponver, he was ufually

affedled in the fume manner almoil indantly, and
feemed at once quickened and enabled to fpeak in

the fame pathetic language, and under the fame in-

fluence that 1 did. And TL/urpriftng energy often ac-

companied the word at fuch feafons ; fo that the face

of the whole affembly would be apparently changed
almoft in an inftant, and tears and fobs became com-
mon among them.

'

He likewife took pains day and night to repeat and
inculcate upon the minds of the Indians the truths I

taught them daily ; and this not from fpiritual pride,

but from a fpirit of faithfulnefs, and an honed con-

cern for their fouls.

And thus God has manifefled that, without be-

(lowing on me the gift of tongues^ he could find a
way wherein I might be effedlually enabled to con-
vey the truths of hH glorious gofpel to the minds of
thefe poor benighted Pagans.
Lajlly^ The ejeds of this work have been very re-

markable. I doubt not, but that many of thefe peo-
ple have gained more knowledge of divine truths,

iince June laft, than could have been inftilled into

their minds by the moft diligent ufe of proper means
for whole years together, without fuch a divine in-

fluence. Their Pagan notions and idolatrous pradicea

feeih to be entirely abandoned. They are regularly

difpofed in the affairs of marriage ; an inftance whereof
I hive given in my Journal of Auguft 14. They feem
generally divorced from drunienne/s, their darling vice,

and the fin " that eafily befets them :" fo that I do
not know of more than two or three who have been
my fteady hearers, that have drank to excefs fince I

firft vifited them, although before it was common for

fo.me
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fome or other of them to be drunk altnoft erery day

:

and fome of them feem now to fear this fm in partico.

lar more than death itfelf. A principle of honefty

and juftice appears in many of them, and they feem

concerned to difcharge their old debts, which they

have neglected, and, perhaps, fcarce thought of for

years paft. Their manner of living is much more de>

cent asd comfortable than formerly. Love reigns

among thorn, efpecialiy thofe who have experienced

a real change ; and I never faw any appearance of

hitternefs or cenforioufnefs^ nor any difpoAtioiito *'efteem

themfelves better than others."

As their forrows under conviShns have been great

and preiHng, fo many of them have iince appeared

to " rejoice wik'h joy unfpeakable.'* And yet their con-

folations do not incline them to ttghtnefs ; but are at-

tended with folemnUy^ and with iearst and broken-^

neis of heart. And in this refped fome of them have

been furprifed-at themfelves, and have with concern

obferved to me, that « when their hearts have been

glad," " they could not help crying for all;"

Upon the whole, here are all the evidences of a

remarkable work of grace, that can reafonably be

looked for. May the great Author maintain and pro-

mote the fame here^ and propagate it every wbere^ till

•' the whole earth be filled with his glory 1"

I have now rode more than three thoufand miles

fmce the beginning of March laft ; and almoft the

whole of it has been in my own bufmefs as a Mifftonary,

upon the defign of propagating ehrjftiaa knowledge

among the Indians. I have taken pains to look out

for a colleaguef or companioni to travel with me : but

have not as yet found any perfon qualified and dif-

pofed for this good work.

As thel«$ poor Pagans itood in need of having <* line

upon line, and precept upon precept," in order to

their being grounded in the principles of chriftianity

;

fo I preached <* publicly, and taught from houfe to

houfe," almod every day for nvhole weeks together.

Anjd my public difcourfes did not then make up the

one half of my work, while there were fo many con-

ftantlf
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ftintly coming to me with that important inquiry,
» What muft we do to be faved V* And yet I caii

(ay, to the praife of God, that the fuccefs with which

my labours were crowned, unfpeakably more than
compenfated for the labour itfelf, and was likewife a
gieat means of carrying me through the bufmefs and
fatigues which my nature would have funk under,

Titnout fuch an encouraging profpe^St. But although

this fuccefs has a£Forded matter of fupport, comfort,

and thankfulnefs : yet in this feafon I have found
great need of afliftance in my work, and have been
much oppreffed for want of one to bear a part of my
Uourt and hard/blpt*

« May the Lord of the harveft fend forth other la-

bourers into this part of his harveft, that thofe who
lit in darknefs may fee great light, and that the whole
earth may be filled with the knowledge of himfelf 1"

[Tuefday, November 5. He left the Indians, and
f;;*ent the remaining part of this week in travelling to

various parts of New-Jerfey, in order to get a coUee*

im for die ufe of the Indians, and to obtain a ftbeoU
mjler to in!lru£t them.]

Lord's-day, November 10. [At Elifabeth-Town]

I preached in the forenoon from 2 Cor. v. 20. God
was pleafed to give me freedom and fervency : and,

I

the prefence of God^ feemed to be in the aflembly

;

I

numbers were affedled, and there were many tears

among them. In the afternoon, I preached from
Luke xiv. 22. " And yet there is room."

. I was
favoured with divine afliftance in the firft prayer,

and poured out my foul to God with a filial temper i

the living God alfo aflifted me in the fermon.

Friday, November 15. I could not crofs the ferry-

by reafon of tlie violence of the wind ; nor could I
enjoy any place of retirement at the ferry-houfe.

lYet God gave me fome fatisfadion in meditation, and
lifting up my heart to God in the midft of company.
lAnd although fome were drinking and talking pro-
panely, yet my mind was calm and compoied. And
|l could not but blefs God, that I was not like to

^pend an eternity in fuch company.
Saturday^

i
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Saturday, November 16. I crofTed the ferry about

ten o'clock ; arrived at Elifabeth-Town near night.

I was in a compofed frame of mind, and felt an en.

tire refignation with refpedl to a lofs I had lately fuf.

tained, m having my horfe ftolen from me the laii

Wednefday night.

Friday, Novemlier 22. I rode to Mr. Tennent's,

and from thence to Crofweekfung. O, that I could

fill up all my time, whether in the houfe or by the

way, for God ! J. was enabled this day to give up my
foul to Him, and put all my concerns into his hands

;

and found real confolation in the thought of being

entirely at his difpofal, having no will or intereu

of my own. I have received my all from God : 0,

that I could return my all to God ! Surely, God is

worthy of my higheft affeAion, and mod devout

adoration ; he is infinitely worthy, that I fliould make

him my lad end, and live for ever to him. O, that

I might never more, m any one iuftance, live to

myfelf

!

Lord's-day, November g*. I preached from the

(lory of Zaccheus. When X infifted up*n the faha-

tton that comes to thijinner^ upon his becoming a true

believer, the word feemed to be attended with di-

vine power. Numbers were much afFefted;—

fprmer convidions were revived;—one or two per.

fons newly awakened ;—and a mod aflfeftionate en-

gagement in 4ivine fervice appeared among them

univerfally.

November 26. I was favoured with freedom and

fervency in my difcourfe. Many wept and fobbed

affe^ionately, and fcaice any appeared unconcerned

in the whole aflembly. The influence that feized

the audience appeared gentle, and yft deeply aflfedted

the heart. It excited in the perfons under conviftions

of their loft ftate, heavy groans and tears

:

and ia

others who had obtained comfort, a fweet and humble

melting. It feemed like the gentle but fteady (bowers

that effedually water the earth.

The perfons lately awakened, were deeply di'A

treiTed, and appeared earQeilly folicitou^ to obtain
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afi Intereft in Chrld ; and fome of them, in anguiOi

of fpirit, faid, «« They knew not what to do, nor how
to get their wicked hearts changed."

November 28. After public fervlce was over, I

a(ked one of the Indians who wept mod affedionace-

\j,
«* What (he now wanted ?*' She replied, " O, to

be with Chrift ! (he did not know how to ftay." This

was a bldTtid refrefhing feafon to the religious people

in general. The Lord Jefus ChriH feemed to manifed

his divine glory to them, as when transfigured before

his difciples. And they were ready univerfally to fay^

«< Lord, it is good for us to be here."

The influence of God's word was not confined t»

thofe who had given evidences of being truly gra-

cious, though I calculated my difcourfe for, and di«

reded it chi^y to fuch : but it appeared to be a feafon

of divine power in the whole aliembly, fo that mod
were in fome meafure affefted. And one aged man
in particular, lately awakened, was now brought un-

der deep and prefllng concern, and was earnedly in«

quifitive " how he might find Jefus Chrift."

God feems ftill to vouchfafe the influence of hi8

blefled Spirit, in all >our meetings for divine worftiip.

November 30. I preached near night, after hav-

ing fpent fome hours in private conference with

fome of my people. I explained the Itory of the

rich man and Lazarus, Luke xvi. 19—26. The word
mafie powerful imprefllons upon many, efpecially

while I difcourfed of the bleflednefs of " Lazarus in

Abraham's bofom." This 1 could perceive, affcded

them much more than what I fpoke of rhe ric/j man's

torments. And thus it has been ufually with them.
They have appeared much more affeftcd witli the

comfortable than the dreadful truths of God's word.
And that which has diftreffed many of them under
convidrons, is, that they wanted, and could not ob-
tain the happinefs of the godly ; they have often ap-

peared to be more affeded with this, than with the
terrors of hell. But whatever be the means of their

awakening, it is plain, numbers are made deeply fen-

Jhk of thetr iio and xniferyi the wickedaefs of their

N .. ow«
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own hearts* thetr utter maliRty to help themfelves, or

to come to Chrift for help, without divine afliftance.

Lord's-day» December 1. I gave them particular

cautions and dire£(ions relating to their conduft in

divers refpeds. And preiTed them to watchfultufs ia

all their deportmenty feeing the)» were encompaflfed

uritli thofe that " waited for their halting," and who

Jiood ready to draw them into temptations of every kind*

and then to ezpofe religion on their account.

Monday* December 9. I fpent mod of the day ia

procuring provifions» in order to my letting up houfe.

keeping among the Indians.

Tuefday, December 10. I was engaged in the

fame buHnefs as yederday. Towards night 1 got into

my own houfe .
December 12. I preached from the parable of the

ten virgins, Matt. xxv. The divine power feemed

to attend this difcourfe, in which I was favoured with

uncommon freedom and plainnefs of addrefs, aud ena^

bled to open divine truths, in a manner beyond myfelf,

. ^There appeared in many an affedionate concern

for their fouls; and it was refrefhing to fee them

melted into tears, fome with ijenfe o£ divine lov<^

and feme for v^ant of it.

Lord*s-day, December 15. I preached to the In-

dians from Luke xiii. 24«, 28. Divine truths fell witji

weight upon the audience. Near night I difcourfed

to them again from Matt. xxv. 31. to 46. At which

iea£[>n aUb, the word appeared to be accompanied

fitk divine influence, and made powerful impref.

$QQS upon the affembly in general, as well as upon

divers perfons in a very particular manner. Thitwafi

aa amazing feafon of grace I " The word of the

Xiord^'* «* was quick and powerful, (harper than a

.two-edged fword." The a&mbly was deeply wrought

upon ; and the impreiHons ma.de by the word of God
appeared

• Thi» is the third hoxiM that he built to dwell ia by himself

among the Indians : the first at Kaunauiueek in the -county of

Albany : the second at the Forks of Delavrare in Feunsyhraniu

azui now this at Cro»weekMi0j; in New-lmey.
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appeared folid and rational, worthy of the folesfii

truths by means of which they were produced.

0, how did the hearts of the hearers feem to bow
under the weight of divine truth \ And how evident

did it now appear that they received and felt them,
«* not as the word of man, but as the word of God !"

December 16. There vras much affeAion and con^
cemin the aifembly j

' efpecially one woman appear*>

ed in great dhtrefs. She was brought to fuch aa
4g»ny in feeking after Chrif^, that t£^ fweat ran oit

hiT face for a confiderable time, although the even-

ing was very cold j and her bitter cries were the moft

affeding indication of the inward anguiih of her

heart.

Saturday, December 21. My people having now
attained^to a confiderable degree of knowledge in the

principles of chriftianity, I thought it proper to fel

ap a catechetical Ie3ure ; and < this evening attempted

fomething m that firmy propofing/queftions to them,

receiving their anfwers, and then explaining and in-

fitting as appeared proper upon each queftion. After'

which I endeavoured to make fome practical improve
went of the whole.—They were able readily and ra-

iionaily to anfwer many important queftions : fo that

I found their knowledge to exceed my expeftations.

——In the improvement of my difcourfe, when I

came to open the bleflednefs of thofe who have fo

great and glorious a God, as had been fpoken of,

** for their everlafting friend and portion,** fundry

were much affected ; and efpecially when I exhort-

ed them *« to be reconciled to God," through his

dear Son, and thus to fecure an intereft in his eveti-

lading favour.

Lord*s-day, December 22. 1 difcourfed upon the

ftory of the young man in the gofpel. Matt. ix. 16*

—22. God made it a feafonable word to fome fouls.

After my labours with the Indians, I* fpent fome
time in writing ; and was much wearied with the

labours of the day. I am confcious to myfelf that my
labours are as great and conftant as my nature will

bear, and that ordinarily I go to the extent of my
' N 2 ftrength j

h
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^length ; fo that I do all I can, but the mifery is, }

Jo not labour with that heavenly temper, that fmglc

eye to the glory of God that I long for.

There were fundry perfons of the Indians newly

come here» who had frequently lived among Qua-

kers ; and being more civilized than the generality of

the Indians, they had imbibed fome of the Quakers*

errors, efpecially this. That if men. would but live

according to the didlates of their own confciences,

(or the light within^) there is no doubt of their falva-

lion.—Thefe perfons I found much worfe to deal

with than thofe who are >yholly under pagan dark-

?(iefs, who make no pretences to knowledge in chrif-

lianity, nor have any felf-righteous foundation to (land

upon. However, they all, except one, appeared

now convinced, that this was not fufEcient to falvai^

lion ; iince Chrift himfelf had declared it fo in the

eaie of the young man : and feemed in fome mea-

Aire concerned to obtain that change of heart which

1 had been labouring to (hew them the necedity of.

This was likewife a feafon of comfort to fome fouls,

and in particular to one, who never before obtained

any fettled comfort.

When I came to inquire of her, how flie got re-

lief from the didreffes ihe had lately been under, ihe

anfwered in broken Englilh *, " Me try^ me try,

fave myfelf, laft my ftrength be all gone, (meaning

her ability to faveherfelf,) could not me ftir bit fur-

ther. Den laft, me forced let Jefus Chrift alone,

fend me hell if he pleafe.*' I faid, " But you was not

willing to go to hell, was you?" She replied f,

*• Cpuld not me help it. My heart he would wick-

ed for all. Could not me make him good." I afked

her, <* How (he got out of this cafe \*' She anfwered

ftiU

* In proper English thus, ** I tried and tried to save myself,

till at last my strength was all gone, and I could not stir aay

further. Then at last I was forced to let Jesus Christ alone to

send me to hell if he pleased.'*

f In plain English thus, ** I could nXSt help it. My heart

would be wicked for all 1 could do. I could not make it good."
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ftill in the fame broken language*, « By by, my
heart be grad defperately." I aflced her, »• Why her

feeart was glad ?" She reph'ed, " Grad my heart Jefus

Ghrift do what you pleafe with me. Den me tink,

grad my heart Jefus Chrift fend me to hell. Did not

jne care where he put me, me love him for all."

And (he could not readily be convinced, but that

ibe \fsii willing to go to hell, if Chrift was pleafed to

fend her there ; though the truth evidently was, her

will was fo fwallowed up in the divine will, that flie

could not frame any hell in her imagination that

would be dreadful, provided it was the will of God
to fend her to it*

December 25. The Indians having been ufed upon
Chriftmas-days, to drink and revel among the wbiii

people, I thought proper to call them together, and
difcourfe to them upon divine things; which I ac-

cordingly did from the parable of the barren fig-

tree, Luke xiii. 6—9. The power of God appeared

in the aifembly, by awakening feveral ftupid crea-

tures, u-"t were fcarce ever moved with any con-
cern be' V And the impreilions made upon the

aflembl; ; general, feemed net fuperficialy but deep

and heart-affe£ling. O, how ready did they appear
to comply with every thing they were convinced

was their duty I God was in the mid(l of us of a truths

bowing and melifing ftubborn hearts ! How many
tears and fobs were then to be feen and heard among
us! What livelinefs and ftridl attention! What ea-

gemefs and intenfenefs of mind ! They feemed to

watch and wait for the dropping of God's word, afr

the thirfty earth for the "former and latter rain."

December 26. This evening I was vifited by a
perfon under great fpiritual exeroife. She was a
woman of more than four-fcore years old, and appear-
ed to be much broken and very childUb through age,

N 2 fo

i ivi'
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• *' By and by my heart was exceeding glad. '—My heart
was glad that Jesus Christ would do with roe what he pleased.

Then 1 thought my h^pi't would be glad, ahhough Christ should
send me to hell. 1 did not care where he put me, I ihould love
liiiQ for all ; i . t* do what be weidd with lae."
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fo that It feemed impoilible for man to inflil into her

mind any notions of divine things.—She was led by

the hand into my houfe, and appeared in extreme

anguilh. I afked her what ailed her? She anfwer-

ed, ** That her heart was didreiTed, and ihe feared

fhe fliould never find Chrift." I aiked her, when
fhe began to be concerned ? She anfwered to this ef.

feft. That (he had heard me preach many times, but

never " felt it in her heart" till the laft Sabbath ; and

then it came, (lie faid, " all one as if a needle had

been thruft into her heart ;" fmce which time (he

had no reft day or night. She added, that on the

^ening before Chriftmas, a number of Indians being

itogether at the houfe where fhe was, and difcourfing

about Chrjfi, their talk pricked her heart, fo that (he

Aould not (it up, but fell down on her bed ; at which

time Jbe went away, (as (he expre(red it) and felt as

if ihe dreamed, and -yet is confident (he did not

dream. When (he was thus gone, (he faw, (he fays,

two paths, one appeared very broad and crooked,

and that turned to the left hand. The other appeared

ftrait and very narrow, and that went up the hill

to the right hand. She travelled* (he faid,. for fome

time up the narrow right-hand path, . till at length

fomething feemed to obftrudl her journey. She

fometimes called it darknefs, and fometimes feemed

to compare it to a block or bar. She then remem-

bered, (he fays, what (he had heard me, fay about
•• driving to enteir in at the ftrait gate," (although (he

took little notice of it at the time) and thought (he

would climb over this bar. But juft as (he was think-

ing of this, (he came back again, as (he termed it,

meaning that (he came to herfelf ; whereupon her

foul v;as extremely diftreifed, apprehending (he had

now turned back and forfaken Chrift, and that there

vaa therefore no hope of mercy for her..

I then propofed to her the provifion made in the

gofpel for the falvation of fmners, ana the ability and

willingnefs of Chrift " to fave to the uttermoft aH"

(old as well as young) " that come to him." To

which (he feemed to give a hcarly aifent. But in-

ftailtlj
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ftantly replied, " Ay, but I cannot tome ; my wick-

ed heart will not come to Chriil; I do not know
how to come." And this flie fpoke in anguiih

of fpirit, ftriking her bread, with tears in her eyes,

and with fuch earnejlneft ia her looks as was indeed

affe<aing.

She feems to be really convinced of her fm and
mifery, and her need of a change of heart ; and her

concern is abiding and conftant: fo that nothing

appears but that this exercife may have a favlng if-

fue. And indeed there is ground to hope for it,

feeing (he is folicitous to obtain an intereft in Chrift,

that her heart, (as (he exprefTes it) prays day and
night.

December 28. I difcourfed to my people in the

catechetical method I lately entered upon. And in

the improvement of my difcourfe, wherein I was
comparing man's prefent with his primitive ftate \ and
prefling Hnners to take a view of their deplorable

circumftances without Chrift; as alfo to (^rive that

they may obtain an intereft in him ; the Lord grant-

ed a remarkable influence of his bleifed Spirit, and
there was a great concern in the aflembly : many
were melted into tears, and the impreflions made
upon them feemed deep and heart affecting. And in

particular, there were two or three perfons who ap-
peared to be reduced almoft to extremity ; being con-
vinced of the impoffibility of helping themfelves, or

mending their own hearts ; and upon the point of
giving up all hope in themfelves^ and venturing upon
Chrift as naked, helplefs, and undone.

Lord's-day, December 29. I preached from John
iii. 1—5. A number of white people were prefent, as
is ufual upon the Sabbath. The difcourfe feemed to

have a Jilenty but deep and piercing influence upon the
audience. Many wept and fobbed affe(5lionately.

And there were fome tears among the white people,

as well as the Indians. Some could not refrain from
crying out. But the impreffions made upon their

beartsi appeared chiefly by the extraordinary eameft-

nefs
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sefs of their attervtion, and their heavy fighs and

tears.

After public worfliip was over, I went to my
houfe, propofing to preach again after a (hort inter,

zniifion. But they foon came in one after another,

with tears in their eyes, to know " what they (hould

do to be faved.'* The divine Spirit in fuch a

jftanner, fet home upon their hearts what I fpoke to

them, tJiat the houie was foon filled with cries and

groans.—-They all flocked together upon this oc-

cafion, and thofe whom I had reafon to think in a

Chriftlefs ftate, were almofl univerfally feized with

concern for their fouls.

It was an amazing feafon of power among thein,

and feem^d as if God had ** bowed the heavens and

come down." So aftonifhingly prevalent was the

operation upon old as well as young, that iw f.emed

as if God • wa« about to convert ail the world.

I was ready to think then, that I fliould never again

defpair of the converfion of any man or woman
living. ^

It is impoflible to give a juft defcription of the ap»

pearance of things at this feafon* A number were

rejoicing that God had not taken away the influence

of his bleffed Spirit. Refrelhed to fee fo many
•* flriving to enter at the ftrait gate;*'—and ani-

mated with fuch concern for them, that they wanted
<« to pufh them forward," as fome of them exprefled

it,—At the fame time numbers both of men and

women, ^old and young, might be feen in tears, and

fome in anguifh of fpirit, appearing in their very

countenances, like condemned maleradors going to-^

•wards the place of execution : fo that there feemed

a lively emblem of the folemn.^ay of accounts ; a

mixture of heaven and hell, of joy unfpeakable, and

anguifli inexpreflible.

The concern was fuch, that I could not pretend to

have any formal religious exercife among them ; but

fpent the time in difcourling to one and another,

fometimes all* together, and concluded with prayer.

Suck were their circumftaQC€3| that I could fcarcs

have
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have half an hour^s reft from fpeaking from about half

an hour before twelve o'clock, (at which time I be-

gan public worfliip) till paft Jeven at night.

December 30. 1 was vifited by four or five young
perfons under ^concern for their fouls, moft of whom
were very lately awakened. They wept much while

1 difcouried to them, and endeavournd to prefs upon
them the neceffity oiJly'tng to Chrift, without delay,

for falvation.

< December SI. I fpent fome hours this day in vi-

fiting my people from houfe to houfe: and fcarce

left a houfe, without leaving fome or other of its in-

habitants in tears, foil ' ufly engaged to obtain an
intereft in Chrift.

The Indians are now gathered together from all

quarters to this place, and have built them little cot-

tages, fo that more than twenty families live within

a quarter of a mile of me : a very convenient fitua-

tion in regard of both public and private inftruftion.

Wednefday, January 1, 17-^5-6.—I am this day
i)eginning a New Tear ; and God has carried me
through numerous trials and labours in the paft. He
has amazingly fupported my feeble frame ; for

« having obtained help of God, I continue to this

day." O, that I might live nearer to God, this

year than I did the laft ! The bufinefs that I have
been enabled to go through, I know^ has been as

great as nature could bear up under, and what would
have funk me quite without fpecial fupport. But
alas ! though I have done the labours and endured
the trials, with what fpirit have I done the one, and
borne the other ? How cold has my heart often been

!

and how little have I eyed the glory of God ! I have
found, that I could have no peace without filling up
all my time with labours ; and thus " neceffity has

been laid upon me;" yea, in that refped, 1 have
loved to labour : but I could not fenfibly labour/or

Cod as I v^rould have done. May I for the future

be enabled more fenfibly to make the glory of God
my alU

I This
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This day I fpent fome confiderable time in vifiu

ing my people again, and found fcarce one but what

was under fome ferious impreflions.

January 2. I vifued fome perfons newly come a.

mong us, who had fcarce ever heard any thing of

chrifiianity (but the naxr . ) I endeayoured to indruft

them in the firft pj^inciples of religion, in the mod eafy

and familiar manner I could.

There are Grangers from remote parts olmod con*

tinually dropping in, fo that I nave occafion re*

peatedly to open and inculcate the frfi frinciplu of

chfiftianity.

Near night I propofed to have proceeded in my
ufual method of catechifing. But while we were

engaged in the firft prayer, the power of God came

upon the aiTemhly in fo remarkable a manner, and

fo many appeared under preflTmg concern, that I

thought it much more expedient to infid upon the

plentiful proviiion made for the redemption of pe*^

riihing finners, and to prefs them to a j^fn(j^ accep.

tance of the great falvat'twh than to aik them queftions

about doBrtmd points.

1 baptized two perfons this day; one adult and

ene child.

The woman has u.fcovered an heavenly frame of

mind, from her fir1[l ceception of comfort. Ono

morning in particular ihp came to fee me, difcover*

ing an unufual joy in her countenance ; and when I

inquired the reafon of it, (he replied, <* That God

had made her feel that it was right for him to do as

he pleafed with all things. She moreover inquired,

whether I was not fent to preach to the Indians, by

fonoe good people a great way off. I replied, Yes,

by the good people in Scotland. She anfwered,

that her heart loved thofe good people fo, the even*

ing before, that fhe could fcarce help praying for

them all night, her heart would go to God for

them."
Wednefday, January 8. My heart was drawB

i

out after God : my foul was refrelhed and quickened

;

I had great hopes of the ingathering of precious fouls

to
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to Chrift : not otAj among 1117 own people, but others

ilfo. I was fweetly reTign J. and compofed under

oy bodily weaknefs ; and was willing to live or die«

and defirous to labour for God to the utmoftof mj
ftrength.

Friday, January 10. My foul was in a calm, com*
pofed frame, and my heart filled with love to all the

wprld J and chriftian fimplicity and tendernefs feemed

(0 prevail and reign with me. Near night, I vifited

I ferious Baptid-minifter, and had fome agreeable

{onverfation with him.

January 13. 1 was vifited by divers perfons under
deep concern ; one of whom was newly awakened,
.-It is a mod agreeable work to treat with fouls \idio

ve folicitoufly mquiring ** what they (hall do to be
laved." And as we are nevek* to •* be weary in well*

doing," fo the obligation is peculiarly drong when
the work is fo lively. Yet my health is fo much
inpaired, and my fpirits fo waded with my labours,

ind folitary manner of living, (there being no human
creature in the houfe with me,) that their repeated

ind almod inceffant application to me for help and
dire&ion, are fometimes exceeding burdenfome*
What contributes much toward this difficulty is,

that I am obliged to fpend much time communicating
aU matter to them ; there being often many thiuM
Jaeceflary to be premifed, before I can fpeak diremy
to what I principally aim at ; which things would
readily be taken for granted, where there was com*
[petency of knowledge.

Lord's-day, January 10. I catechifed in my ordt*

joary method. Numbers were much affeded.-^Con«
virions powerfully levived.-^Divers of the chrif-

tians, refrefhed and drengtliened.—One weary heavy

[latltn foul, I have reafon to hope was brought to true

[red and folid comfort in Chrid.

He told me, he had often heard me fay, that per*

)$ mud fee and feei themfelves helplefs and undont;

Ithat they mud give up all hope of faving themfelves
|by their own doingst in order to their coming to Chrift
'» ialvation. And he had long been ftnYis|; after

this $
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thic ; fuppofing tfiis would be an excellent frame of

mind: that God would hare refped to this frame,

and beftow eternal life upon him.—~But when he

came to feel himfelf in this helplefs undone condition,

he found it quite contrary to all his thoughts: fo

that it was not xhe frame, nor indeed any thing like the

frame he had been feeking after. Inftead of its be.

ing a good frame of mind» he now found nothing but

hadnefs in himfelf, and faw it was for ever impoilible

for him to make himfelf any better. He was amazed

he had never before feen th?t: it was utterly impoffible

for him, by all his contrivances and endeavours, to

do any thing that way, Inftead of imagining that

God would be pleafed with him for the fake of this

frame of mind, he faw clearly it would be juft with

God to fend him to eternal mifery ; and that there

was no goodnefs in what he then felt ; for he could not

help feeing, that he was naked, fmful, and miferable,

and there was nothing in fuch a fight to dcfcrve God's

love or pity. '

In this frame of mind he came to public worfhip

this evening) and while I was inviting finners to come

to Chrift naked and empty, without any goodnefs of
{

their oivn to recommend them to his acceptance ; he

thought, that he had often tried to come and give up
|

his heart to Chrift, and he ufed to hope, that feme

time or other he (hould be able to do fo. But now he

was convinced he could not, and it feemed utterly vain

for him ever to try any more ; nor did he now hope for

a better opportunity hereafter, as he had formerlj

done, becaufe he faw, and was fully convinced, hisj

own ftrength would for ever fail.

While he was mufing in this manner, he faw» he I

faid, with his heart (which is a common phrafc

among them) fomething that was unfpeakably good

and lovely, and, what he had never feen before; and

•* this ftole away his heart whether he would or no."

He did not, he faid, know what it was he law. He

did not fay, ** this is Jefus Chrift ;" but it was fuchi

glory and beauty as he never faw before. He did notl

now give away his heart fo as he had formerly at»|

tempted to d0| but it tvent away ofitfelf^ixxx that glory

V\
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he then difcoTared, he ufcd to try to make a bar-

gain with Chrift, to give up his heart to him, that he
might have eternal me for it. But now he thought
nothing about himfelf, but his mind was wholly taken

up wim the unfpeaiLable excellency of what h^ thea
beheld.

Afte^ fome time he was wonderfully pleafcd with

the way of falvation by Chrift : fo that it feemed un-
ipeakably better to be faved altogether by the merefree

ftace of God in Chrift, than to have any hand in far-

ing himfelf.——And the confequence is, that he ap-

pears to retain a relifli of divine thingSi and to main-
tain a life of true religion.

Lord's-day, January 26. After public worfliip, I
was in a fweet and folemn frame of mind, thankful

to God that he had made me in fome meafure faith-

ful in addreifing precious fouls, but grieved that £
had been no more fervent in my work ; and tender-

ly afiedled towards all the world, longing that every"

fmner might be faved ; and could not have entertain-

ed any bittemefs towards the worft enemy livine-i

la the evening, I rode to Elifabeth-Town : while

riding I was sdihoft conftantly engaged in lifting up
my heart to God, left I fhould lofe that fweet nea-

venly folemnity and compofure of foul I enjoyed.

Afterwards, I was pleafed, to think, that God retgneth:

and thought, I could never be uneafy with any of his

difpenfations : but muft be entirely fatisHed, what-
erer trials he fiiould caufe me or his church to en-

counter. I never felt more divine ferenity and com-
pofure 6£ mind : I could freely have left the deareft

earthly friend, for the fociety of " angels and fpirits

•f juft men made perfect ^" my afiedlions foarcd aloft

to the blefled Author of every dear enjoyment. I
viewed th^ emptinefs and .unfatisfa<flory nature of
the moft defirable earthly objects, any further tlian

God is feen in them :
' and longed for a life of fpiri-

tuality and inward purity ; without which, I ijiWg

there could be no true pleafure.

January 28. The Indians in thefe parts havine
ig times p^ rua themfelves in debt by their ezce&
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five drinking ; and fome having taken the advantage

of thenif and arreted fundry of them ; whereby it

was fuppofed their hunting lands might fpeedily be

t^iken from them } I being fenfible that they could

not fubfid together in thefe parts, if thefe lands (hould

drop out of their hands, thought it my duty to ufe my
utmoft eadeavours to prevent it. And having ac.

quainted the gentlemen concerned in this mifflotit witli

the affair, they thought it proper to expend the mo.

ney they had been collecting for the religious interefts

of the Indians, ( at leaft a part of it,) for the difcharg.

ing of their debts, and fecuring thefe lands.—And
having received orders from them, I anfwered, iff

behalf of the Indians, Eighty'two pounds JiveJbiUingt^

New-Jerfey currency.

January 31. This day the perfon I had engaged

for a Jchool'maRer among the Indians, arrived among
us, and was heartily welcomed by my people.—

.

Whereupon I diftributed feveral dozen of primn^

among the children and youn^ people.

February 1, 174<5-6. .My fchool-mafter entered

upon his bufmefs among the Indians.—He has eene-

rally about thirty children and young perfons m his

fchool in the day-time, and about^^^n married peo-

ple in his evening-fchool. The number of the latter

ibrt of* perfons being lefs than it would be, if they

could be more conftant at home.
In the evening, I catechifed in my ufual method.

Towards the cloie of my difcourfe, a furprifrng power

feemed to attend the word. One man conuderably

in years, who had been a remarkable drunkard, a

conjurer and murderer, that was awakened fome

months before, was now brought ,to great extremity,

rfo that he trembled for hours together, and appre-

..hended himfelf juft dropping into bell, without any

power to refcue or relieve himfelf.—Divers others

appeared under great concern, as Well as he, and fo-

lici ous to obtain a faving change.
' [Monday, February 10. He fet out on a journey

to the Forks of Delaware, to vifit the Indians there.

IJe pc^rformed the journey under great weaknefs, and% '

'
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romfitimes was exercifed with much pain. He artiv<«

ed at his own houfe at the Forks, on Friday.]

I haptized three perTons, two adults, and one child.

There was a confiderable melting in the aHembly,
while I was adminiftering the ordinance.

God has been pleafed to own and blefs the admi^
iiidration of this, as well as of his other ordinancest

anionp the Indians. There are fome here that have
been powerfully awakened at feeing others baptized.

And fome that have obtained relief and comfort, juft

in the feafun when this ordinance has been adminif«
tcred.

Toward night I catechifed. God made this a pow-
erful feafon. There were many afFe^ed.—Former
convi(5lions were powerfully revived. There was
likewife one, who had been a vile drur kard, re-

markably awakened. He appeared to be in greai

anguifh of foul, wept and* trembled^ and coniinuetl

fo to do till near midnight.—There was aifo a poor
havy laden foul, who had been long under fpiritual

diftrefs, that was now brought to a comfortable calmr

and told me, •• She now faw and felt it was r'giiJ:.

God (hould do with her as he pleafed." And adued,

that the heavy burden (he had lain under, was now re«i^

moved : that (he felt (he never could do any thing to

fave herfelf, but mud perifh for ever if Cbrift did

not do all for her. But Chrid could fave her, though
(he could do nothing to fave herfelf.

Lord's-day, February 16- Knowing that divers of
the Indians in thofe parts were obftinately fet againft

chriftianity, I thought it proper to have fome of my
people from Crofweekfung with me, ii' order to

converfe with them ; hoping it might be a means to

convince them of the truth, to fee and hear fome of
their own nation difcourfing on divine things, and ma-
nifefting earned defires that other;;, might be brought
out of Heatheniih darknefs, as thernfelves were.

And having taken half a dozen of the mod ferious

and knowing perfons, I this day met with them, and
the Indians of this place, (fundry of whom could not

have been prevailed upon to attend the meeting, bad
02 Jt
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it mot been for tliefe Indians that accompanied mei]

and preached to them.-—Some of them who had, in

Jimes paft, been extremely averfe to chriftianity, now
behaved foberly ; though others laughed and mocked.

However the word of God fell with fuch weight and
power, that feveral feemed tp be (lunnedy and ex.

pre/fed a willingnefs to *< hear me again of thefe

matters."

After public worfliip I fpent fome timie to convince

thofe that mocked, of the truth and importance of

what I had been infiQing upon ; and I had reafon to

think, that my endeavours took efieA upon one of

the word of them,
Thofe few Indians then prefent, who ufed to be

my hearers in thefe parts, (fome having removed

from hence to Crofweekfung,) feemed glad to fee me
again, although they had been fo mucn att£.cked by

fome of the oppofmg Paeans, that they were almoft

afraid to maniifeft their fnendfliip.

In the evening, I was in a >jompofed frame of

mind. It was exceeding refrefliing to think, that

God had been with me, affording me fome good

meafure of affiftance. I found freedom in prayer and

thankfgiving to God ; and found my foul fwee)riy en-

larged in prayer for my dear friends and acquaintance.

Blefled be the name of the Lord, that ever I am en-

abled to do any thing for his intereft, and kingdom,

Bleffed be God who enables me to be faithful. I

enjoyed more refolution for. Cod, and more refrefti-

ment of fpirit, than 1 have been favoured with for

many weeks paft.

February 17. I difcourfed from Adls viii. 5—8.
A divine influence feemed to attend the word. Sun-

dry of the Indians here appeared to be fomewhat
awakened, and manifefted a concern by their ear-

ned attention, tears and ibbs. Mr people from

Crofweekfung contiijiued with them day and night,

re|f>eating and inculcating the truths I had taught

them : suui fometimes prayed and fung pfalms among
them; difcourfing with each other, in their hearing

of the great things God had done for them, md for
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the Indians fir9m whence they came : which feemcd
to take more eSe£t upon them, than when they di-

n&ed theh* difcourfes immediately to them.
February 18. I preached t^ an affembly of Irifli

people near fifteen miles diftant from the Indians.

February 19. I preached to the Indians again,

after having fpent a confiderable time in converHng
with them privately. There appeared a great fo-

lemnity, and fome concern and afFedlion among the

Indians belonging to thefe parts, as well as a fweet

melting among thofe who came with me, Divers

of the* Indians here feemed to have their prejudices

removed^ and appeared well difpofed to hear tlie

word of God.
February 20. I preached to a fmall aflembly of

High-putch people, who had feldom heard the

golpel preached, and were (fome of them at lead)

very i^orant ; but divers of them have lately been

put upon an inquiry after the way of falvation.

They gave wonderful attention, and fome of them
were much affected, and afterwards faid, (as I was
informed.) that they never had been Co much en-

lightened about the way of falvation in their whole
lives before. They requefted me to tarry with them»
or come again and preach to them. And it grieved

me that I could not comply with their requeft ; for

I could not but be affedled with their circumftances

;

tfaey betng as iheep ** not having a ihepherd.*'

February 21. I preached to a number of people^

many of. them Low-Dutch. Sundry of the fore-

mentioned High-Dutch attended the fermon, though
tight or ten miles dillant from their houfes. Di-
vers of the Indians alfo belonging to thefe parts^

came of their own accord (with my people from
Crofweekfung ) to the meeting : two in particular^

who in the laft Sabbath, oppofed and ridiculed

chriftianity.

February 22. I preached to the Indians. Th«y^
(emed more free from prejudice, and tnore cordial

to chriftianity than before, and fome appeared muck
affe^ed.

.
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My fpirits were fupported, though my bodt^
ftrength was much wafted. O, that God wo»ld be

gracious to the fouls of thefe poor Indians !

God has been very gracious t6 me this week : he

has enabled me to preach every day ; and has given

me fome affiftance, and encouraging profpeft of fuc-

cefs in almofl every fermon. Blened be his name.

Divers of the white people have been awakened this

week : fundry of the Indians much cured of the pre-

judices and jealoufies they had conceived againft

chriflianity, and fome feemed to, be really awa-

kened.

[The next day he left the Forks of Delaware, to

return to Crofweekfung ; and fpent the whole week

till Saturday, before he arrived there ; but preached

by the way every day, excepting one ; and was

feveral times greatly aiTifted : and had m'ach inward

comfort and eameft longings to fill up his time with

the fervice of God.
s Lord*s-day, March 2. Some of my people who
went up to the Forks of Delaware with me, being

now returned, were accompanied by two of the

Indians belonging to the Forks, who had pro-

mifed me a fpeedy viGt. They can fcarce go into a

houfe now, but they will meet with chriman con-

verfation, whereby they may be both inftrudled and

awakened.

1 know of no adembly of chriftians, where there

^eems to be fo much of the prefence of God, where

brotherly love fo much prevails^ as in my own cougrt"

jration : although not more than nine months ago,

they were worfliipping devils and dumb ijohf under the

jpower of Pagan darknefs and fuperftition. Amaz-
ing change ! eife^ed by nothing lefs than divine

power and grace

!

Their ^^lefent fituation is fo compaA and com-
modious, that they are quickly called together with

oiriy the found of a conk-ihel], (a (hell like that of a

]^eriwinkle) fo that, they have frequent opportunities

of sittending reHgious exercifes publicly : which ieems

. t«
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to be a great means, under God» of keeping alire thci»

imprefiions of divine things.

Tburfday, March 6. I walked alone in {he even*

iflg, and enjoyed comfort in prayer, beyond what I

have of late enjoyed : my foul rejoiced in my pilgrim

^e'jl0e. I was delighted with the ithought of la-

bouring and enduring hardnefs for God : and confided

in God that he «* never would leave me nor forfake

me,*' to the end of my race. O, may 1 obtain mercy
of God to be faithful, to my dying moment

!

March 8. I catechifed in the evening. My peo*

pie anfwered the queftions propofed to them well.

I can perceive their knowledge in religion in*

creafes daily. And what is Kill more defirable,

the divine influence among them, appears flill to

continue. The divine prefence feemed to be in the

alTembly this evening. Some, who are chriftians

hdtedi were melted with a fenfe of the divine good-
nefs, and their own barrennefs and ingratitude.

Convidlions alfo appeared to revive in feveral ; fo it

might juftly be called " an evening of power."

Lord's day, March 9. I preached from Luke x«

S$->42. The word of God was attended with
energy. Numbers were affected and concerned to

obtain the out thing netdfuL Several that have given

good evidences of. being truly gracious, were much
affieded with a fenfe of their want of fpirituality

;

and faw the need they flood in of growing in grate*

And mofl that had had any impreflions of divine

things in times pafl, now felt thofe iniprefiions re-

lived.

In the afternoon, I propofed to have catechifed in

my ufual method. But while we were engaged in

tbeiirft prayer, in the Indian language, (as ufual,} a
great part of the afTembly was fo much moved, that

I thought it proper to omit the queflions, and infift

tpon the mok practical truths.

There appeared to be a powerful influence in the

congregation. Thofe truly pious, were fo deeply

affe^ed with a fenfe of their own barrennefs^ and
their o\?a unworthy treatment of the bleffed Re-
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deemer, that they looked en him as pierced by them^
feives* and mourned, yea, fome of them were in hitter'^

nefs asfor a jirfi 5orn.^Some poor awakened finners

alCo appeared to be in anguifli of foul to obtain an
intereft in Chrift. So that there was a great mourning

in the aHembly : many heavy groans and tears, and
one or two perfons newly come among us, were con-

fiderably awakened.
After public worfliip many came to my houfe^

where we fung and difcourfed ; and the prefence of

God feemed here alfo to be in the midft of us.

While we were fmging, there was one, (the woman
mentioned in my Journal of February 9,) who, i

may venture to fay, was " filled with joy unfpeaka-

ble and full of glory,*' and could not but burii forth

in prayer and praifes to God before us all, with many
tears, crying fometimes in Englifh, and fometimesin

Indian, *< O, bleiled Lord, do come, do come ! 0, do

take me away, do let me die and go to Jefus Chrift

)

I am afraid if 1 live I (ball (in again I O, do let me
die now ! O, dear Jefus, do cornel I cannot ftay, I

cannot flay ! O, how can I live in this World ! do

take my foul away from this finful place !
' O, let me

nt/er fm any more !**—In chis ecftafy (he continued

fome time, uttering thefe and fuch like exprefiions

inceffantly.

When fhe had a little recovered, I afked her, if

Chrift was now fweet to her foul ? Whereupon, tum^

ing to me with tears in her eyes, and with all the

tokens of deep humility, (he faid, "1. have many
times heard you fpeak of the goodnefs and the fweeN

nefs of Chrift, that he was better than all the world.

But O ! I knew nothing of what you meant, I never

believed you I I never believed you ! But now I

know it is true !**— I anfwered, And do you fee

enough in Chrift for the greateft of finners ? She re-

plied, " O ! enough, enough ! for all the finners in

the world, if they would but come." And when I

a(ked her, if fhe could not tell them of the goodnefs

of Chrift : turning herfelf about to fome poor Chrid.

kfs fouls who ftood by, and were much afte^ed, (he

faidfj
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fald, " O ! there is enough in Chrift for you. If you
would but come ! O, ftrive, ftrive to give up your,

hearts to him I*'—And upon hearing fomething of

the glory of heaven mentioned, (he again fell into

the fame ecftafy, repeating her former expreffions,

« 0, dear Lord, do kt me go ! O, what (hall I do,

what (hall I do ; 1 want to go to Chrift ! I cannot

live I O, do let me die I**

She continued in this fweet frame for more than

two hours, before flie was well able to get home.
I am fenfible there may be great joys, where there

is no fubftantial evidence of their being well-grounded.

But in the prefent cafe there feemed to be no evidence

wanting, in order to prove this joy to be divine, ei-

ther in regard of its preparatives, attendants, or con*

fequents.

Of all the perfons I have feen I fcarce ev.^T faw one

more bowed and broken under conviAions of fin than

tius woman : nor fcarce any who feemed to have a
greater acquaintance with her own heart than fhe had.

She would frequently complain to me of the hardnefs

and rebellion of her heart—That her heart was not
villing to come, to Chrid.for falvation, but tried every

where elfe for help.

And as (he was remarkably fenfible of her Hub*
bomnefs under convidiion, fo (he appeared to be no
lefs remarkably reconciled to divine grace, befdre (he

obtained any relief. Since which (he has conftantly

breathed the fpirit and temper of a new creature

;

crying after Chrift, not through fear of heli as before,

bat with ftrong deftres after him as her only fatisfying

fortlon; and as many times wept bitterly, becauie

fte could not love him.—^When I have fometimes

aiked her, Why flie appeared fo forrowful, and
whether it was becaufe (he was afraid of hell ? She
would anfwer, « No, 1 be not diftreiTed about that i

but my heart is fo wicked I catmot love Chrift ;" and
thereupon burft out into tears—But although this

has "been the habitual frame of her mind for feveral

^ks, yet (he never bad any remarkable comfort
til thit evening.

The

>M

|:
m

I. &, ':,«'•'

.::Tl"!l . * [| ., , .

k'':'

:; fl'|:'|,:i'

1
11

UAIrfrl

lilli



l'?;V;

( 166 )

The attendants of this comfort, were^ fuch as abuflw

dantly difcovered that it was truly ** joy in the Holy

Ghoft."*—iVofcr (he viewed divine truths as Hv'mg^

realities ; and could fay, ** I know thefe things are

fo, I feel they are true !^* Now her foul was refign-

ed to the divine will in the mod tender points ; fo

that when I faid to her, What if God (hould take

away your huiband fron* you, (who was then fick,)

how db you think you eould bear that ? She replied,

*' He belongs to God, and not to me ; he may dc

with him juft what he pleafes."

—

Now fhe had the

mod tender fenfe of the evil of iin, and difcovered^

the utmoft averfion to it.—iVbw (he could freely truft

her all with God for time and eternity. And when

I queried with her, how (he could be willing to die,

and leave her little infant : and what (he thought

would become of it incaie-ihe (hould r She anfwer-

ed, <* God will take care of it. It belongs to him,.

he will take care of it.'*^''Now (he appeared to have

the moft humbling fenfe of her own unworthinefi

and inability to preferve herfelf from (in, and to per*

fevere in holinefs. And I thought I had never feen

fuchr an appearance of ecftajy^ and humility meeting iiv

any one perfon.

The confequents of this joy are no lefs defirable

than its attendants. She (ince appears to be a mod
tender, broken>hearted, afiedionate, devout, and

humble chriftian, as exemplary in life and converfa*

tion as any perfon in my congregation.

March 19. Towards night die Indians met toge-

ther of their own accord, and fang, prayed, and dif*

courfed of divine things. At this time there was

much affedtion among them. Some appeared to be

melted with divine things, and &xae others feemed

much concerned for their fouls.

1 baptized the woman mentioned in my Journal of

laft Lord's-day; who appeared to be in a devout,

htlmble, and excellent frame of mind.

My houfe being thronged with people in the evon*

ing, I fpent the time with them, till my nature was

almofl; (pent.—They are fo unwearied in religious

exercifes,
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exeroireS) and unfatiable in their thirftings after Cirlf'

im knotvledgey that 1 can fometimes fcarce avoid

labouring fo, as greatly to exhauil my ftrength and
(pirits.

March 19. Some of the perfons that went with

me to the Forks of Delaware, having been detained

there by the dangerous illnefs of one of their company,
returned home this day. Whereupon my people

met toeether of their own accord, to eive thanks to

God for his preierving goodnefs to thofe who had
i)een abfent from them for feveral weeks, and reco-

vering mercy to him that had been (ick.

Lord's-day, March 23. There being about fifteen

frangers, adult perfons, come among us in the week

paft, divers of* whom had never been in any reli-

gious meeting till now, I thought it proper to di^^

courfe this day in a manner peculiarly fuited to their

xircumftances, and accordingly attempted it from
Hof. xiii* 9. in the forenoon opening in the plainefl

manner I could, man's apoftacy and ruined (late,

after having fpoken fome things refpedting the being

and perfe^ions of God, and his creation of man in

a ftate of uprightnefs and happinefs. In the after-

noon, I endeavoured to open the glorious provision

God has made for the redemption of apoftate crea-

tures.

Near fun-fet I felt an uncommon concern upon my
mind, efpecially for the poor Jlrangers : 1 vifited fundry
Jioufes, and difcourfed witli them feverally, but with-

out much appearance of fuccefs, till I came to ahoufe
where divers of the ftrangers were ; and there the

word took efeff, fird upon fome children, then upon
divers adult perfons that had been fomewhat awakenr-

ed before, and.afterwards upon feveral of the Pagan
jlrangers,

I continued my difcourfe till almoft every one in

the houfe was melted into tears ; and divers wept
aloud, and appeared eameftly concerned to obtain
an intereft in Chrifl. Upon this, numbers foon ga-
thered from all the houfes round about, and fo

Jtbronged the place, that vre were obliged to remove
to
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to the houfe where we ufually meet for public

worfliip. The congregation eathering immediately,

and many appearing; remarkably affe^ed, I difcourfed

fome time from Luke xix. 10. endeavouring to opea

the mercy, compafllon, and concern of Cbrift for hjl,

biMefif and undone iinners*

There was much vidble concern in the afTembly;

and I doubt not but a divine influence accompanied

what was fpoken to the hearts of many. There were

five or fix of the ftrmtgen (men and women) who ap^

peared to be confiderably awakened. And in parti.

cular one very hardened young man, who ieemed as if

nothing would move him, was now brought to trem.

ble like the jailor, and weep for a long time.

The Pagans that were awakened feemed at once to

put off their fivoage roughnefs, and became fociable,

orderly, and humane. When they firft came, I

exhorted my people to take pains with them (as

they had done with other Grangers from time to

time) to inftruA them in chriftianity. But when

fome of them attempted it, the ftrangers would foon

rife up and walk to other houfes. Whereupon feme

of the ferious perfons agreed to difperfe themfelves

into the feveral parts of the fettlement : fo that

wherever the Jlrangers went, they met with warm!

addrefTes refpeding their fouls' concern. But now I

there was no need of ufing policy in order to get an

opportunity of converling with them : for they were

fo touched with a fenfe of their perifliing ftate, as

tamely to yield to the clofejl addreffes, refpe^ing their

fm and mifery, and their need of an acquaintance with
|

the great Redeemer.

Monday, March 24«. 1 numbered the Indians, to I

fee how many fouls God had gathered together here

fince my coming ; and found there was now about anl

hundred and thirty perfons, old and young. And fun-

dry of thofe that are my dated hearers, perhaps jJjf-l

teen or twenty^ were abfent at this feafon. Whereasj

few were together at my firft coming into thefe parts|

the whole number not amounting to ten perfons*

My
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Mjr people going out this day to clear fome of their

hnds, above fifteen miles didant, in order to their

fettling there together, where they might attend the
j^blic worfliip of God, have their children fchooled,

atid at the fame time have a conveniency for planting ;

I thought it proper to call them together, and IheW
them the duty of labouring with faithfulnefs and in-

duftry : and that they mull not now « be flothful iii

bttfmefs," as they had ever been in their Pagan (late.

And having given them dire^ions for their work*
and recommended them to God, I difmiffed them to

their bufmefs.

In the evening, I tead and expounded the Tub-

ifaticB of the third chapter of the Afts. Numbers
ftfemed to melt under the word.—When I afked

them aften^ards, whether they did not now feel that

their hearts were wicked ? One replied, " Yes, (he felt

it now." Although before ihe came here, fhe had
faid," " Her heart i^as not wicked, apd (he never had
done any thing that was bad in her life." And this in-

deed feems to be the caf6 with them, univerfally in the

Pa^an ftate.

They feem to have no con/ciou/ne/s of fin and guiU,

unlefs they can charge themfelves with fome grofs ads

of fm.

Monday, March 24. After the Indians were gone
to their work, I got alone, and poured out my foul

to God, that he would fmile upon thefe feeble be-

ginners, and that he would fettle an Indian town,
that might be the mountain of hoUnefs ; and found my
foul much refrelhed, and much enlarged for Zion's

Intereft, and for numbers of dear friends in particular.

My fmking fpirits vrere revived, and I felt animated
in the fervice God has called me to. This was the

deareft hour I have enjoyed for many days, if not
weeks. I found an encouraging hope that fome-
thing would be done for God, and that God would
ttfe and help me in his work. And O, how fweet
were the thoughts of labouring for God, when I had
any hope that ever I Ibould fucceed

!
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[The next day, hh fchooUmqfler was taken fick witk

a pleurify ; and he fpent great part of the remainder

of this week attending him: which in his weak
(late was almoft too much for him : he being obliged

conftantly to wait upon him, all day, from day to

day, and to lie on the floor at night. His ipirits funk

in a confidcrable degree, with his bodily (Irengtb,

under this burden.]

March 29. - In the evening I catechifed as ufual.

—Treating upon the " benefits which believers re-

ceive from Chrift's death." The queftions were

anfwered with great readinefs and propriety. And thofe

who, I have reafon to think, are the people of God,

were fweetly melted in general. There appeared

fuch a livelinefs and vigour in their attendance upon

the word of God, and fuch eagernefs to be made
partakers of the benefits then mentioned, that they

ieemed to be not only " looking for, but haftening

to the coming of the day of God." Divine truths

feemcd to diflill upon the audience with a gentle, but

melting efficacy, as the refrefliing " (bowers upon

the new mown grafs. The affembly in general

as well as thofe who appear truly religious, were

arffe(5led with an account of the bleflednefs of the god-

ly at death : and moil then difcovered an affe<5tionate

inclination to cry, " Let me die the death of the

righteous.'*

March 31. I called my people together, as I had

flone the Monday morning before, and difcourfed to

them again on the neceffity of their labouring induf-

trioufly, in order to their living together and enjoy-

ing the means of grace. And having engaged in fo-

lemn prayer to God among them, I difmilfed them

to their work.

Numbers of them (both men and women) offered

themfelves willingly to this fervice ; and fome ap-

peared affectionately concerned that God might go

with them, and begin their Uitle tovm for them : that

by his blefling it might b.; a place comfortable for

tliem, and theirs, in regard both of procuring the ne-

eiiUiies of life, and of attending the worfhip of God.

Wednefday,
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Wednefday. April 2. I was exercifed with a fpi-

ritlefs frame of mind. Alas ! my days pafs away an

the chaffI it is but little I do, or can do, that turns to

any account ; and it is my conftant mifery -and bur-

den, that I am fo fruitlefs in the vineyard of the

Lord. O, that 1 were fp'triti that I might be adlive

for God. This more than any thing elfe, makes me
long, that ** this corruptible might put on incorrupt

tion, and thb mortal, put on immortality." God
deliver me from does, fetters, and a hod^ of deaths that

impede my fervice for him.
Saturday, April 5.—After public worfliip, a num-

ber of my dear chriftian Indians came to my houfe

;

with whom I felt a fweet union of foul ; my heart

was knit to them : and I cannot fay, I have felt fuch

a fweet and fervent love to the ireihrerty for fome time

pad : and I faw in them appearances of the fame
love. This gave me fomething of a view of the hea-

venly (late ; and particularly that part of the happi-

nefs of heaven, which confids in the communion of
Jatnts,

Lord's-day, April 6. I preached from Matt. vif.

21—23. There were confiderable effeds of the

word vifible in the audience: an earned attention,

a great folemnity, many tears and fighs. Divers

were put upon ferious and clofe examination of their

fpiritual ftates, by hearing that " not every one that

&ith to Chrift, Lord, Lord, (hall enter into his king-

dom." And fome of them exprefled fears left they

had deceived themfelves, and taken up a falfe hope,

becaufe they had done fo little of the " will of their

Father which is in heaven."

There was alfo one man brought under preffing

concern for his foul ; which appeared more efpecially

after his retirement from public worftiip. And that

which, he fays, gave him the greateft uneafinefs,

was, not fo much any particular fin, as that he had
aever done the will of God at ally and fo had no
flaim to the kingdom of heaven.
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In the afternoon 1 opened to them the difciplint of

Chrid in bis church, and the method m which of-

fendert are to he dealt with. At wlar: L^me the re-

ligions people were much afFefled, cf; ^"'all;- wben
theyv heard, that the otftnder continir;»g obftinate,

inuft finally be efteetned " as an Heatlx^n man, that

has no part ijor lot among Qnd*« vifible people,**

This they Teemed to have the moil awful apprehen-

'iions of
J a (late of Heathenifm, out of which they

were fo lately brought, appearing very dreadful to

tliem.

After public worflilp, I vifited fundry houfes to

fee how they fpent the remainder of the Sabbath,

and to treat with thtm folemuly on the great con-

cerns of their fouls \ and the Lord feemed to I'mile

upon my endeavours, and to make thefe particuliir

jaddreHl's more cfTeiflual than my public difcourfei.

April 7* I difcourfed to my people from 1 Cor. zi.

2S—26. and endeavoured to open to them the in^

fiitutton, nature, and ends of the Lord's fupper, as

well as the qualiHcaticns and preparations neceilary

to the rfj»ht participation of that ordinance.—Sundry

perfons appeared miich affe^ed with the love of

Chrift, manifeiled in his making this provifion for the

comfort of his people, ^t a feafon when himfelf vrai

j^ft entering upon his iharpell fufierings.

[On Tuefday, he went to a meeting of the Pref.

bytery appointed at Elifabeth-Town. In his way

thither, he enjoyed fome fweet meditations ; but af-

ter he came there, he was (as he expreiles it) undtr

an awful ghom, that oppreiTed his mind. And this

continued till Saturday evening, when he began to

have fome relief. He fpent the Sabbath at Staten

Ifland ; where he preached tp an aifembly of Dutch

and Englilh, and enjoyed confiderable refrefhment

and comfort both in public and private. In the

evening he returned to Elilabeth-Town.]

Monday, April l^. My fpirits were raifed and

refrelhed, and my mind compofed, fo that I was in

a comfortable frame of foul moft of the day. In

the evening my head was clear, my mind ferene ; I

enjoyed
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flijoyed fweetnefs in fecret prayer and meditation.

0, how free, how comfortable, cheerful, and yet

folemn do I feel, when I am in a good meafurc freed

from thofe damps and melancholy glooms, that 1 often

labour under

!

Tuefday, April 15. My foul longed for more fpi-

rituality : and it was my burden, that I could do no
more for God. O, my barrcnnefs is my daily af-

fliftion ! O, how precious is time : and how it paini

me, to fee it flide away, while I do fo very little to

any good purpofe ! O, that God would make m%
more fruitful and fpiritual.

Thurfday, April 17. I enjoyed feme comfort in

prayer, fome freedom in meditation, and compofure
in my ftudies. I fpent fome time in writing, in the

forenoon, and in the afternoon in converfation with

I'everal dear miniders. In the evening I preached

from Pfal. Ixxifi. 28. " But it is good for me to

draw near to God." God helped me to feel the

truth of my text, both in the firft prayer and in fer-

. mon. I was enabled to pour out my foul to God
\rith great freedom, fervency, and afFe<5lion : and
to fpeak with tendernefs, and yet with faithfulnefs

:

and divine truths feemed to fall with weight and in-

fluence upon the hearers. My heart was melted for

the dear aifembly, and I loved every body in it

;

and fcarce ever felt more love for immortal fouls in

my life ; my foul cried, " O, that the dear creatures

might be faved ! O, that God would have mercy on
them !"

Lord*s-day, April 20.* I enjoyed fome freedom,

and exercife of faith and player, in the morning

;

efpecially when I came to pray for. Zion. I was
free from that gloomy difcouragement, that fo often

oppreifes my mind ; and my fo'jl rejoiced in the

hopes of Zion*s profperity, and the enlargement of
the dear kingdom of the great Redeemer.

Monday, April 21. I was compofed and comfort-

able molt of the day; free from thofe gloomy damps
P 3 that

^ This day he entered i&lo the 29th y^ar of hii age.

",: '^ ihmw i'l
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that I am frequently exercifed with : liad freedom and
comfort in prayer, feveral times ; efpecially for Zion's

enlargement and profperity. And O, how refrelliing

were thefe hopes to my foul ! O, that the kingdom of

the dear Lord misjht come.

Tuefday, April 22^. My mind was remarkably

free from melancholy damps, and animated in my
work. I found fuch frefli vigour and refolution in

the fervice of God, that the mouniaim feemed to be-

come a plain before me. O, blelTed be God for an

interval of lefrelhment, and fervent refolution in my
I,ord*s woik ! In the evening, m^ foul was.refiellied

in fecret prayer, and my heart drawn out for divine

bleffings ; efpecially for the church of God, and his

intereft amo»^ my own people, and for dear friends

in remote plat?f O, that Zion might profper, and

precious fouls be brought home to God

!

April 25. Having appointed the next Lord's-day

for the adminiftratlon of the Lord's-fupper, this day

"was fet apart for folemn fafdng and prayer^ to implore

the blefling of God upon our defign of renewing co-

venant with him, and with one another ; and to in-^

treat that his divine prefence might be with us in

our defigned approach to his table.

The folemnity was obferved, not only by thofe

who propofed to communicate, but by the whole

congregation.—In the former part of tlie day, I en-

deavoured to open to my people the nature of a M,
and to inftrudt them In the duties of fuch a folera.

iiity.—In the afternoon I infilled upon the fpecial

reafons there were for our now engaging in thefe fo-

lemn exercifes ; both in regard of the need we flood

in of divine afH fiance, in order to a due preparation

for the facred ordinance ; and in refped of the ma-

nifefl decline of God's work here, as to the efteflual

conviftion and converfion of finners, there having

been few of late, deeply awakened out of a ftate of

fecurity.

The worfhip of God was attended with great fo-

lemnity and reverence, with much tendernefs and

jnany tears, by the truly religious : and there was

ibme
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fome appearance of divine power upon thofe who had
been awakened fome time before.

After repeated prayer and attendance upon the

word of God, I led them to a. folemn renewal of

their bapiifmal covenant^ wherein they had explicitly

and publicly given up themfelves to God, the Fa»
tjier, Son, and Holy Ghoft, avouching him to be
their God ; and at the fame time renouncing their

Keathenilh vanities, their Idolatrous and fupirjlitious

prat^ices, and folemnly engaging to take the word
of God for the rule of theif lives^ promifing to walk
together in love, to watch over themfelves, and one
another ; to lead lives of ferioufnefs and devotion,

and to difcharge the relative duties incumbent upon
them.

This folemn tranfadlion was attended with much
ferioufnefs ; and at the l^iriie time with the utmoft
readinefs and cheerfulnefs ; and an union and harmony
of foul, feemed to crown the whole.

April 26. In the evening I catechifed thofe that

were defigned to partake of the Lord's fupper the

next day, upon the inlVitution, nature, and end of

that ordinance, and had abundant fatisfadtion re-

fpedling their knowledge. They likewife appeared,

in general, to have an affeding fcnfe of the folem-

nity of this facred ordinance, and to be humbled
under a fenfe of their own unworthinefs to approach
to God in it ; and earneftly concerned that they might
be duly prepared for an attendance upon it. Their
hearts were full of love one toward another, and that

was the frame of mind they feemed much concerned
to maintain, and bring to the JLord*s table with

them.

I adminiftered the facramcnt of the Lord's fupper to

twenty-three perfons of the Indians, (the number of
men and avomen being nearly equal) divers others, to the

number i^iJive or fixt being now abfent at the Forks
of Delaware.

The ordinance was attended with great folemnity,

and with a moft deHrable tendernefs and affedlion.

And it ;va5 remarkable, that in the perforiri.';nce of

tho
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the faeramental ^ftions, efpecrally in the diftrlbutiorr

of the hreadf they feemed to be afFedled in a moft'

lively manner, as if " Chrift had been" really * cru-

cified before them." And the words of the inftitii-

tion, when repeated and enlarged upon, feemed tO'

be entertained with the fame full and firm belief and

afFedtionate engagement of foul, as ir the Lord Je-

fus Chrift himfelf had perfonallj fpoken to them.

Having refted fome time after the adminiftration

of xhefacrament. I walked from houfe to houfe, and

* converfed particularly with moft of the communicants,

and found they had been almoft univerfally refrefli-

ed at the Lord's table " as with new wine." And
never did I fee fuch an appearance of chrl/lian love

among any people in all my life. It was fo remarka-
' ble, that one might well have cried with an agreea-

ble furprife, " Behold how they love one another !"

Toward night 1 difcourfed on Tit. ii. l-l-, and in-

fixed on the immediate defign of Chrift's death, m.
" That he might redeem his people from all iniquity."

This appeared to be a feafon of divine power.

The religious people were much refrefhed, and feem-

ed remarkably tender and affedionate, full of love,

joy, peace, and defires of being completely " re-

deemed from all iniquity ;" fo that fome of them af-

terwards told me, " they had never felt the like be-

fore."—Convidlions alfo appeared to be revived in

many inftances ; and divers perfons were awakened

whom I had never obferved under any religious im-

preffions before.

Such was the influence which attended our aflem*

bly, that it feemed grievous to conclude the public

worlhip. And the congregation when dlfmifTed, al-

though it was then almolt dark, appeared loth to

leave the place that had been rendered y© d<iar to them

by the beiufits enjoyed, while that quickening influence

diftilled upon them.

April 2<S. I conchided the folemnity with a dif-

courfe upon John xiv. 15. *' If ye love me, keep

my commandments.'* At which time there appear^

ed great tendsmefj) in tlie audience in general, but

^fpecially
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cfpeGially m the communicants.--^^Of how free, how
engaged and affedlionate did the/e appear in the fer-

vice of God ! they feemed willing to have their ** ears

bpred to the door-pofts of God's houfe," and to be

bis fervants for ever.

Obferving numbers in this excellent frame, I

thought it proper to improve this advantageous feafon,

as Hezekiah did his great pqffbver, ( 2 Chron. xxxi.

)

in order to promote the bkffed reformation begun
among them ; and accordingly propofed to them^

that they (hould reneivedly enter into covenant before

God, that they would watch over themfelves and
one another. And efpecially that they would watch
againft the finof cirunhnhefs, (the fin that eafily befets

them.)- They cheerfully complied with the propo-

faj, and explicitly joined in that covenant: where-

upon I proceeded in the mod folemn manner to call

God to whne/s their fncred engagement, reminded them
of the greatnefs of the guilt they would contraft in

the violation of it ; and that God would be a terri-

ble witnefs againft thofe who (hould prefume to do fo,

in the " great and notable day of the Lord."
It was a feafon of amazing folemnity, and a Jivine

me appeared upon the face of the whole aflembly

!

Affe<51;ionate fighs, and tears, were frequent in the

audience : and I doubt not but many filent rries were
fent up to the fountain of grace, for grace f'ificient to

thefe folemn engagements.
[On Tuefday he went to Elifabeth-'iV- i., to at-

tend the meeting of the Prefbytery there ; -md feem-

ed to fpend the time, wJiiie abfent from, ^"'s people, .r. %

free and comfortable iiate of mind.]
Saturday, May 3. I rode from EliHibeth-Towii

home to my people, at or near Cranberry ; whither

they are now removed, and where, I hope, God
will fettle thoin as a chriftian congregation. I was
retreflied in lix^iing up my heart to God while riding ;.

and enjoyed a thankful frame of fpirit.

May 4. My people being now removed to thc'r

Idnds; I this day vilited them, and preached to them
irom Mark iv. 5. Endeavouring to fhcw tlie reafon

there

i'
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there was to fear, left many hopeful beginnings In

religion might prove abortive, like the " feed drop-

cd upon ftony places."

May 5. I vifited them again, and took care of

their worldly concerns, giving them dire<Slions relating

to their bufinefs.

I'daily difcover more and more of what importance

it is to their religious interefts, that they become in-

duftrious, acquainted with the affairs of hujbandryy

and able, in a good meafure, to raife the necefTaries

of life within themfehes ; for their prefent method of

living greatly expofes them to temptations of various

kinds.

Wednefday, May 7. I fpent moft of the day in

writing, as ufual, and enjoyed fome freedom in

my work. I was favoured with fome comfortable

meditations this day, and in the evening, was in a

fweet compofed frame of mind : pleafed and delight-

ed to leave all with God, refpedling myfelf, for time

and eternity, and x«fpe(5ling the people of my charge

and dear friends. I had no doubt but that God would
12,W -are mt and ofhis own intereft among my peo-

^ ;e . and /. •• enabled to ufe freedom in prayer, as z^

Mnd. with a tender father.

Thurfday, May 8. In the evening 1 was refreflied

^nd enjoyed a tender melting frame in fecret prayer,

wherein my foul was drawn out for the intereft of

Zion, and comforted with the lively hope of the

appearing of the kingdom of the great Redeemer.

Thefe were fweet moments : 1 felt alrnoft loth to go

to bed, and grieved that fleep was neceflUry. How-

ever, I lay down with a tender reverential fear of
|

God, fenfible that ** his favour is life," and his fmiles

better than all that earth can boaft of, infinitely better
|

than life itfelf.

M'ay 9. I preached from John v. 40. in the open i

wildernefs ; the Indians having as yet no houfe for

public worfnip in this place, nor fcarce any^^//(?r for

tliemfelves. Divine truths made confiderable im*

preffions upon the audience, and it was a feafon ofj

(blemnity, tendernefs, and afie&ioa.

I baptizedl
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I baptized one man this. day, (the conjurer and
murderer mentioned before) who appears to be fuch

1 remarkable inftance of divine grace, that 1 cannot
omit fome brief account of him.

He lived near, and fometimes attended me in the
Forks of Delaware for more than a year together

:

but was extremely attached to ftrong drink, anJ
feemed to be no ways reformed by the means I ufed'

\;rith,him. In this time he likewife murdered a young
Indian, which threw him into a kind of horror and
iefptratiotif {o that he kept at a diftarice from me, and
lefufed to hear me preach for feveral months toge-

ther, till I had an opportunity of converfing freely

with him, and giving him encouragment, that hu
fin might be forgiven for Chrift's fake.

But that which was the worft, was his conjuration.

He was one of tliem who are called powwows among
the Indians : and notwithftanding his frequent at*

tendance upon my preaching, he ftill followed his

old charms, " giving out that he himfelf was ibmt
great one, and to him they gave heed," fuppofing

him to be poflefled of a great power. So that when I
have inftru<Sled them rerpe<5ling the miracles wrought
hy Chrift, and mentioned them as evidences of hit

diwn^ miflion, they have quickly obferved the won-
ders of that kind which this man had performed, by
his magic charms; whence they had a high opinion

of him, which feemed to be a fatal obftrudlion to

their receiving the gofpel. I often thought, it would
be a great f .vour to the Indians, if God would
take that wretch out of the world ; but God, ** whofe
thoughts are not asj man's thoughts," has been pleafed

to take a much more defirable method ; a method
agreeable to his own merciful nature, and, I truft,

advantageous to his own intereft among the Indians,

as well as to the poor foul himfelf.

The firft genuine concern for his foul that ever ap-

peared in him, was excited by feeing my interpreter

and his wife baptized at the Forks of Dehiware,
j'lly 21, 1715. Which fo prevailed upon him that

le followed me down to Croiweekfung in the be-

ginning

!ii.i«
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ginning of Auguft in erder to hear me preach,

and there continued for feveral weeks, in the fea-

ioB of the moft powerful awakenings among the In*

dians; at which time he was more effe^ually a*

wakened : and then, he feys, upon his •* feeling the

word of God in his hea^t," (as he exprefles it,) his

fpirit of conjuration left him entirely ; that he has

had no more power of that nature (ince, than any

other man. And he declares that he does not fo much
as know how he ufed to ehatm and conjiire ; and that

he could not do any thing of that nature if he was

ever fo defirous.

He continued under convidlrons all the fall,

and former part of the winter paft, but was not fo

deeply exerciled till January ; aid then the Word of

God took fuch )iold upon him, that he knew not what

to do, nor where to turn.—He then told me, that

when he ufed to hear me preach from time to time

in the fiall of the year, my preaching pricked his

heart, but did not i>ring him to fo great diftrefs, be-

caufe he dill hoped he cculd do fofneth'mg for hij

own relief: but now, he faid, I drove him up into

" fuch a fliarp corner,*' that he had no way to

turn.

He continued conftantly under the heavy burdei)

<tf a wounded fpirit^ till at length he was brought into

the utmoft agony offoul.

After this he was brought to a kind of calmnefs,

his heavy burden was removed, and he appeared
I

perfectly fedate; although he had no fure hope of

falvation.

I obferved him to appear remarkably compofed,!

and therei->on tfked him how he did? He replied,

*< It is dcTie, it is done^ "c is all done now." I afked

him what he meant ? He anfwered, « I can never

do any more to iave myfelf ; it is all done for ever,

1 can do no more." I queried with him, whetherj

he could not do a tittle more, rather than go to hell.

He replied, «* My heart is dead, I can never help|

myfelf." I afked him, what he thought would be-

eome of him then ? He anfwered, « I mull go tal

hell."
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Hell.** I aflced him, if he thought it was right that

God ihould fend him to hell ? He replied, " O, it

is right. The devil has been in me ever fince I wa«
born." I alked him, if he felt this when he was in

fttch great diftrefs the evening before ? He anfwered,
«No, I did not then think it was right. I thought
God would fend lue to hell, and that I was then
dropping into it ; but my heart quarrelled with God^
ind would not fay it was right he (hould fend me
there. But now I know it is right, for I have alway*
ferved the devil, and my heart has no goodnefs in it

now, but it is as bad as ever it was."—I thought
C had fcarce ever feen any perfon more effedlually

brought oflF from a dependence upon his own endea-
vours for falvation.

In this frame of mind he continued for feveral

iays, paffing fentence of condemnation upon him-
.felf, and conftantly owning, that it would be right he
Should be damned, and that he expefted this would
be his portion. And yet it was plain he had a fe-

cret hope of mercy, which kept him not only from
defpair, but from preffing diftrefs : fo that inftead of
being fad and dejefted, his very countenance appear-

ed pleafant and agreeable.

It was remarkable in this feafon that he feemed to

have a great love to the people of God, and nothing

affefted him fo much as the thoughts of being fepa*

rated from them. This feemed to be a very dreadful

part of the hell he tliought himfelf doomed to It

was likewife remarkable, that in this feafon he was
moft diligent in the ufe of all means for his fouPg

falvation : although he had the cleareft view of the

kfxSctency of means to afford him help.

After he had continued in this frame of mind
more than a aveel, while I was difconrfing publicly,

he feemed to have a lively viev^ of the excellency of
Chrift, and the way of falvation by bim, which
melted him into tears, and filled him with admira*
tion, comfort, and praife to God ; fince which he
has appeared to be an humble, devoted and afec<«

tioniite cluiftian, ferious and exemplary in his con-

Q., verfauoi
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verfation and behaviour, frequently x:omplaining of
his barrennefs, his want of fpiritual warmth, life,

and a<flivity, and yet frequently favoured with

quickening influences. In all refpefls he bears the

marks of one ** created anew in Chrid Jefus to good
works." ^

His zeal for the caufe of God was pleafing to me,

when he was with me at the Forks of Delaware in

f'ebruary laft. There being an old Indian at the

place, who threatened to kewitch me and my people

\vho accompanied me ; this man prefently challenged

him to do his word, telling him, that himfelf had

been as great a conjurer as he, and that notwithiland-

ing as foon as he felt that word in his heart which

fhefe people loved, his power of conjuring imme-

diately left him.—And fo it would you, faid he, if

you did but once feel it in your heart ; and you have

no power to hurt them, not fo much as to touch one

of them. •

Saturday, May 10. I rode to Alleri's-Town, to af.

fiil in the adminiftration of the Lord's Supper. In

the afternoon I preached from Tit. ii. 14. God wai

pleafed to carry me through with fome freedom, and

yet to deny me that enlargement-! longed for, la

the evening my foul mourned, that I had treated fo

excellent a fubjed in fo defedive a manner. And if

my difcourfe had met with the utmoft applaufe from

all the world, it would not have given me any fa-

tisfa^ion. O, it grieved me to think, that 1 had

no more holy warmth, that I had been no more

melted in diicourfing of Chrift*s death, and the de-

iign of it 1 Afterwards, I enjoyed freedom and fer-

vency in fecret and family prayer, and longed much
for- the prefence of God to attetid his word and ordi-

nances ujc next day.

Lord's day, May 11. I affiled in the adminiilra-

tion of the Lord's Supper, but enjoyed little enlarge-

ment. In the afternoon I went to the houfe of God
weak and fick in foul, as well as feeble in body:

and longed, that the people might be edified v/ith

divine truths, and that an honeft^ fervent teHimony

mifirht
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might be borne for God ; but knew not how it wa»
poSble for me to do any thing of that kind, to any
good purpofe. Yet God, who is rich in mercy,

was pleafed to give me aili (lance, both in prayer and
preaching : God helped me to wreftle for his pre-

fence in prayer, and to tell him, that he had pro-

nifed, " Where two or three are met together in

bis name, there he would be in the midft of them ;*'

and pleaded, that for his trutli's fake he would b6

with us. And bleffed be God, it was fweet to my
foul, thus to plead, and rely on his promifes. I

difcourfed upon Luke ix. 20 " And behold there

talked with him two men, -whicli were Mofes and
Elias ; who appeared in glory, and fpake of his de-

ceafe, which he (hould accomplifh at Jerufalem."

I enjoyed fpecial freedom, from the beginning to

the end of my difcourfe. Things pertinent to the

fubjeft were abundantly prefented to my view ; and
fuch a fulnefs of matter, that I fcarce knew how to

difmifs the various heads I had occafion to touch

upon. And, bleffed be the Lord,, I was favoured

with fome fervency and pov^^er, as well as freedom;
fo that the word of God feemed to awaken the at-

tention of a ftupid audience to a confiderable de-

gree. I was inwardly refreftied with the confola-

tionsof God; and could with my whole heart fay,

** Though there be no fruit in the vine, i^c, yet will

I rejoice in the Lord." .

Friday, May 16. Near night, I enjoyed fome a-

greeable converfation with a dear minifter, which, T
truft, was bleffed to my foul ; and my heart was
warmed, and my foul engaged to live to God; fo

tiiat I longed to exert myfelf with more vigour than
ever I had done in this caufe ; and thofe words were
quickening to me, " Herein is my Father glorified,

that ye bring forth much fruit." O, my foul

longed, and wiftied, and prayed, to be enabled to

live to God with conftancy and ardour ! In the

evening, God was pleafed to fhine upon me in fetret

Jrayer, and draw out my foul after himfelf; and I

ad freedom in fupplication for myfelf, but much
Q2 mora
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iriore in interceffion for others : fo that I was fwetU
ly conP.rained to fay, ** Lord, ufe me as thou wilt

|

do a.«. chou wilt with me : but O, promote thine owt
cai)ie! Zion is thine j O, vifit thine heritage! 0,
let thy kingdom come ! O, let thy blefled intereft be

ad'/anced in the world I" When I attempted to look

to God, Ttfpefting my fettling in my congregation,

which feems to be neceflary, and yet very difficult,

•nd contrary to my fiied intention for years pa(l, as

well as my difpofition, which has been, and ftill is,

to go forth, and fpend my life in preaching thegofpel

from place to place, and gatherin]^ fouls afar of to

Jesus the great Redeemer j when I attempted to look

to God with regard to thefe things, I could only

fay, *' The will of the Lord be done : it is no matter

for me.** '

The fame frame of mind I felt with refpeifl to ano«

ther important affair I have lately had fome ferioui

thoughts of : I could fay, with the utmoil calmnefi

and compofure, ** Lord, if it be moft for thy glory,

let me proceed in it i but if thou feeft that it will in

any wife, hinder my ufefulnefs in thy caufe, O pre.

vent mj proceeding, for all 1 want, is fuch ctrcum«

Aances as may beft capacitate me to do fervice for God
\n the world.'f O^ how fweet was this evening to

my foul ! I knew not how to go to bed ; and when

got to bed, longed for fome way to improve time fo»

God, to fome excellent purpofe. / .

Saturday^ May 17. I walked out in the morning,

and felt mufh of the fame frame I enjoyed the even-

ing before : ^h^d my heart enlarged in praying for

the advancein^^t of the kingdom of Chrift, and found

the utmoU, freedom in letiving all my concerns with

God.^ ., ,

'

I find Jifcouragement to be an exceeding hindrance to

my fpiritual fervency and, dflPe<aion : but when God
enables me to find that I have done fomething for

him, this refreihes and animates me, fo that I could ^|

break through all hardihips, undergo any labours,

and nothing feems too much either to do or fuffer.

But Of what a death it is, to flrive, and to be

always

41!
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flu ays in a hurryy and yet do nothing, Alas, alasy

that time flics away, and I do Ilo little for God !

Lord's-day, May 18. I felt my own utter infuf-

Sciency for my work : God made me to fee, tliat 1

was a child; yea, that I was a fool. I difcourfed,

both parts of the day, from Rev. iii. 20. " Bdhold,

I ftand at the door, and knock.'* God gave me
freedom and power in the latter part of my fore-

noon's difcourfe ; although, in the former part of it,

I felt peeviih and provokqd with the unmannerly
behaviour of the white people, who crowded in be-

tween my people and me. But blefl'ed be God, I

got thefe (hackles off before xhc middle of my dif-

courfe, and was favoured with u 1
*• frame of fpirit

in the latter part of the exercife : full of love^ v

warmth, and tendernefs, in addrei ..,^j^ my dear peo-

^

pie.—In the intermiilion-feafon I could not but dif-

courfe to my people on the kindnefs and patience or

Ghrift in Jlanding and knocking at the door. In the -

evening, I was grieved, that I had done fo little for

God. O, that I could be a Jiame ofjire in the fervice

of my God

!

Thurfday, May 22^ In the evening I was in a
firame fomewhat remarkable : I had apprehended for

feveral days, that it was a defign of providence I

Ihould fettle among my people ; and had in my own '

mind begun to make provilion for it: and yet was
never quite pleafed with the thoughts of being con-

fined to one place. Neverthelels I feemed to have
feme freedom, becaufe the congregation was one that

God had enabled me to gather from among Pagans.

For I never could feel any freedom to " enter into

other men's lajjours,*' and fettle where the " gofpel

was preached before ;" God has never given me any
Ftberty in that refpe<St, either fmce, or for fome years

before I began to preach. But God having fucceed-

edmy labours, and made me iailrumental of gather-

ing a church for him among thefe Indians, I was rea-

dy to thi^k, it might be his dtfign to give me a quiet

fetdemei)t. And this, confidering the^late frequent

failure of xny fpirits, and the need I ftoodin of fome '

Q3 *gi:eeabj|'
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agreeable focietj, and my great defire of cnjoyingt

conveniencies for profitable (ludies, was not altoge-

ther difagreeable to me. And although I ftill want-

ed to QO about far and wide, in order to fpread the

bleiTea gofpel among benighted fouls : yet I never

Iiad been fo willing to fettle for more than five years

paft) as I was in the foregoing part of this week. But
now thefe thoughts feemed to be wholly dafhed to

pieces ; not by necefljty, but of choice : for it ap.

peared to me, that God's dealings towards me had
fitted me for a life of folitude and hardihip ; it ap-

peared to me I had nothing to lofe, nothing to do

•with earth, and confequently nothing to lofe, by

a total renunciation of it : and it appeared jud right,

that I ihould be deflitute of houfe and home, and

many comforts, which I rejoiced to fee others of God's

people enjoy. Th^ fame time, I faw fo much of the

excellency of Chrifl's kingdom, and the in6nite de-

firablenefs of its advancement in the world, that it

fwallowed up all my other thoughts ; and made me
willing to be a pilgrim or hermit in the wiMernefs, to

my dying moment, if I might thereby promote the

bleifed intereft of the great Redeem'*r. And if ever

my foul prefented itfeif to God for his fervice, with-

out any referve of any kind, it did fo now. The
language of my thoughts (although I fpake no words)

now was, " Here J am, Lord^ fend me ; fend me to th§

gndi of the earth : fend me to the rough, the favage Pa-

gans of the wildemefs ; fend me from all that is called

comfort in earth ! fend me even to death itfeif, if it

be but in thy fervice, and to promote thy kingdom."
At the fame time I had as quick and lively a fenie

of the value of worldly comforts, as ever I had \ but

faw them infinitely over, matched by the worth of

Chrift's kingdom, and the propagation of his blefled

gofpel. The quiet fettlement, the certain place of

abode, the tender friendihip, which I thought I

might be likely to enjoy, appeared as valuable to me,

coufidered abfolutely and in themfelves, as ever be-

fore; but confidered comparatively, they appeared

nothing I compared with an enlargement of Chritl's

kingdom}
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lingddm, they Tanifhed like the ilars Before th^
rifing fun« The comfortable accommodations of
life appeared valuable and dear to me, yet I did far-

render myfelfy foul and body, to the fervice of God,
and promotion of Chrift's kingdom ; tlK)ugh it ihould

be in thcf lofs of them all. I was conftrained, and
yet chofe, to fay, ** Farewell, friends and earthly

comforts, the deareft of them all, if the Lord call for

it ; adieu, adieu ; I'll fpend my life, to my lateft

moments, in caves and dens- of the eartht if the kingdom
of Chrift may thereby be advanced." I found ex*

traordinary freedom at this time in pouring out my
foul to God, for his caufe ; and efpecially that his

kingdom might be extended among the Indians ; and
I had a ftrong hope, that God would do it. I coii-

tinued wreftling with God in prayer for my dear little

flock here ; and more efpecially for the Indians elfe*

where ; as well as for dear friends in one place and
another, till it was bed time, and I feared I ihould

hinder the fantiily. But O, with what reludancy
did I find myfelf obliged to confume time in deep ! I

longed to be as a Jlame ofJirey continually glowing in

the divine fervice, preaching and building up Chriii's

kingdom, to my lateft, my dying moment.
Friday, May 23. In the morning I was in the

fame frame of mind, as in the evening before. The
glory of Chrift's kingdom fo much out(hone the plea«

fore of earthly accommodations and enjoyments, that

they appeared comparatively nothing, though in

themfelves good and defirable. My foul was melted
in iecret meditation and prayer, and I found myfelf

divorced from any part in this world ; fo that in

thofe affairs that feemed of the greateft importance,

in the prefent life, and thofe wherein the tender

powers of the mind are moft fenfibly touched, I

could only fay, ** The will of the Lord be done.'*

Juft the fame. that I felt the evening before. I felt

now the fame freedom in prayer for the people of my
charge, for the propagation of the gofpel among the

Indians, and for the enlargement of Zion in general,

«ad my dear friends in particular ; and longed to

burn

n -A

S'

**.,:' klil



{ 188 )

bum out tn one continued flame for God. In thr

evening 1 was vifited by my brother, John Brainerd
;

the firft vifit I have received from any near relative

Cnce I have been a miffionary. Blefled be God. If

ever I filled up a day with ftudies and devotion, I

was enabled to BU up this day.

Lord*s-day, May 25. I difcourfed both parts of

the day from John xii. 44—48. There was fome

degree of divine power attending the word of God.

Sundry wept, and appeared confiderably affedled:

and one who had , long been under fpiritual trouble,

obtained clearnefs and comfort, and appeared to ** re-

joice in God her Saviour."

I have reafon lo hope, that God has lately brought

home to" himfelf fundry fouls who had long been

under fpiritual trouble : though there have been few

inftanccs of perfons lately awakened out of a ftate of

fecurity. And thofe comforted of late, feem to be

brought in, in a more Jiient way, neither their con-

cern nor conlblation being fo powerful and remarkahkt

as appeared among thofe wrought upon in the be-
ginning.

June 6. I difcourfed to my people from part of

Ifa. liii. The divine prefence appeared to be

amongft us. Divers perfons were much meltnl and

refrelhed ; . and one man in particular, was now
brought to fee and feel, in a very lively manner, the

impoffibility of his doing any thing to help himfelf,

pr to bring him into the favour of God
^
by his tears,

prayers, and other religious performances.

Saturdny, June 7. I rode to Freehold to aflift Mr.^

Tennent in the adminiftration of the L©rd?s Supper.

In the afternoon I preached from Pfal. Ixxiii. 28.

God gave me fome freedom and warmth in my dif-

•courfe : I irull, his prefence was in the affembly.

1 was comfortably compofed, and enjoyed a thank-

ful frame of fpirit ; and my foul was grieved that I

.

could not render fomethmg to God for his benefits

beftowed* 0> that 1 could be fwaliowed up in his

praife 1

LoidV
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Lord's-day, June 8. I fpent much time in tlit

morning in fecvet duties; but between hope and
fear refpedting the enjoyment of God in the bufinels

oif the day. I was agreeably entertained, in th«

forenoon, by a diicovrfe from Mr. Tennent, and
felt melted and refreflied. In the feafon of coin-

miinion, I enjoyed feme comfort ; and efpecially in

ferving one of the tables. Bleffed be the Lord, it

was a titm of refrejhing to me, and I truft to many
others. A number of my dear people fat down by
ihemfelves at the laft table; at which time God
feemed to be in the midft of them. And the

thoughts of what God had done among them were
refrefhing and melting to me. In the afternoon,

God enabled me to preach with uncommon free*

dom from 2 Cor. v. 20. Through the great good-
ncTs of God, I was favoured with a conltant flow of

matteri and proper exprefiions. In the evening» I

could not but rejoice in God, «nd blefs him /or tht

minifeftations of grace in the day paft. O, it was a
fweet and folemn day ! a feafon of comfort to tht
godly, and of awakening to other foiUs.

Monday, June 9. I preached the concluding fer«

non from Gen. v. 24. '< And Enoch walked with

God." God gave me enlargement and fervency in

ny difcourfe ; fo that I was enabled to fpeak with
plainnefs and power. Praifed be the Lord, it was a
fweet meeting, a defimble afTembly. I found my
drength renewed, and lengthened out, even to a
wonder; fo that I felt much ftronger at the con<^

dufion, than in th6 beginning. I have gr«at reafon

to blefs God for this folemnity, wheiem \ have
found afCftance in addrefling others, and fweetnefs ia

myown^foul. ^ ..^

To-.day a conuderable number of my people met
I togethei' etrly in a reared place in the nvooit^ and pray*
ed, fang, and converfed of divine things ; and were
feen by fome of the white people to be afiedked and
kngated, and divers of them in tears.

Atl^rwards they attended the concluding ezerctfes

|tf the £ieramental iblemnity, and thfiti returned

hornet
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home, ** rejoicing for all the goodnefs of God/* they

had fcen and felt ; fo that this appeared to be a pro.

fitable, as well as a comfortable feafon to many of my
congregation.

Friday, June 13. 1 came away from the meet-

ing of the Indians this day, rejoicing and blefling

God for his grace manifefled at this feafon.

The fame day I baztized^r^ perfons, three adults and

two children. One of thei'e was the very aged woman
of whom I gave an account in my Journal of Decem-
ber 26. Siie now gave me a very pun«5lual, rational,

and fatisfadlory account of the remarkable change (he

experienced fome months after the beginning of her

concern. And although ftie was become fo chlldifli

through old age, thatl could do nothing in a way of

queftioning with her ; yet when I let her alone to

go on with her own ftory, fhe could give a very dif-

tin^ relation of the many and various exercifes of

foul (he had experienced ; fo deep were the impref-

fions left upon her mind by that influence fhe had

been under. And I have great leafon to hope, fhe is

iorn anew, in her old age, (he being, I prefume, up«

wards oi four/core,

Saturday, June 14. I rode to Kingflon, to afllft

the Rev. Mr. Wales in the adminiftration of the

Lord's fupper. In the afternoon I preached ; but

almofl fainted in the pulpit : yet God ftrengthened

lai when I was juft gone, and enabled me to fpeak

liis word with freedom, fervency, and application

to the confcience. And praifed be the Lord : " out

of weaitnefs I was made ftrong.** I enjoyed fweet-

nefs, in and after public worfhip ; but was extreme-

ly tired. O, how many are the mercies of tlie

Lord !
** To them that have no might, he incrcafeth

ftrength."

Lord's-day, June 15. I was inadejeded, fpirit-

lefs frame, that I could not hold up my head, nor

look any body in the face. Yet I adminiftered the

Lord's fupper at Mr. Wales's defire : and found my-

felf in a good meafure relieved of my prefling load,

w^en I came to alk a blefling on the elements. Herd'

I
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God gare me enlargement, and a tender affedlionate

feiife of fpiritual things : fo that it was a feafon of
comfort to me, and I truft, more fo to others. In
the afternoon I preached to a vaft multitude from
Rev. xxii. 17* God helped me to offer a teftiroonj

for himfelf, and to leave tinners inexcufable in ne-

gleAing his grace. I was enabled to fpeak with fuch
freedom, fluency and cleamefs, as commanded the

attention of the great. I was extremely tired, in the

evening, but enjoyed compofure and fweetnefs.

Monday, June 16. I preached again; and God
helped me amazingly, fo that this was a refrefhing

feafon to my foul and others. For ever blefFed be
God for help afforded at this time, when my body
was fo weak, and there was fo large an aflembly tp

hear.

June 19. I vifited my people with two of the Reve-
rend Correfpondents: I fpent fome time in converfation

with them upon fpiritual things; and took care of
their worldly concerns.

This day makes up a complete year from the firfl

time of my preaching to thefe Indians in New-Jer-
fey. What amazing things has God wrought in

this time for thefe poor people ! What a furprizing

change appears in their tempers and behaviour ! How
are favage Pagans transformed into afFedionate, and
humble chridians 1 and their drunken and Pagan
howlings, turned into fervent prayers and pralfes to

God ! They " who were fometimes darknefs, are

now become light in the Lord.*' May they walk as

children of the light, and of the day ! And now to

him that is of power to (lablifh them according to

thegofpel, and the preaching of Chrift To God
only wife, be glory through Jefus Chrift, for ever and
ever! Amen. ^
Before I conclude, I would make a few general rt-

fofh upon what to me appears worthy of notice.

hxiiyjirfty I cannot but take notice tliat I have
Iwer fmce my firft coming among thefe Indians, been
poured with that affilVance, which (to me) is vn-

i«o«, in preaching Chrift crufified, and making him
tke

i' .'f.f
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ftie eiitirt 9nd msrk to which all my difcoarfes were

dire^ed.

It was the principal fcope of all my difcourfes for

itfireral months^ (after having taught, the people feme-

thing of the being and perfeAions of God, his cre«

ation of man in a ftate of redlitude and happinefs, and

the obligations mankind were thence under to love

and honour him,) to lead them into an acquaintance

with their deplorable ibite bj nature : their inabilitf

to deliver themfelves from it : the utter infufficiency
I

of any external refonaation, or of any religious per-

formances, to bring them into the favour of God. I

And thence to (hew them their abfolute need of I

Chrift to fave them from the mifery of the fallen
I

ftate.-^—To open his all fufficiency and willingnefs

to fave the chief of finners—The yr«/i^ and rieheil

of his grace, propofed ** without money, and with.

out price."-—And thereupon to prefs them ivithoui deA

lay to betake themlelves to him, under a ienfe of their

mifery and undone eftate, for relief and everlaftingl

falvation. -And to (hew them the abundant en-

couragement the gofpel propofes to perifhing helplefi

finners fo to do.
[

And I have often remarked, that whatever fub-l

]t&. I have been upon, after having fpent tine

fttfficient to explain the truths contained therein^

I have been naturally and eqfily led to Chrtft, at

the JManct of every one. If I treated on the beinj

and glorious perfedlions of God, I was thence iM/a

9ally led to dtfcourfe of Chrift as the only *< way tc

the Father.*'—If I attempted to open the mifery ol|

our fallen ftate, it was natural from thence to fhev

the neceffity of Chrift to undertake for us, to aton^

for our fins, and to redeem us from the power

them.—If I taught the commands of God, and (hewj

ed our violation of them, this brought me in th(

moft eafy way, to fpeak of the Lord Jefus Chrift,

one who bad " magnified the law" we had broken!

and who was, •* become the end of it for righteoo

nefs, to every one that believes." And never did

find fo much freedom and afliftance in making all thj

various iiDes ofmy difcourfes pieet to|;et]ier; and ceo
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1^ inChnfti as I have frciquently done among thc&
Indian^.

I haviQ freqv^ntty been enabled to reprefent the du
tr)np glory, the in^nite precloufnefsy the tranfcendent

Ipvelmefs of the great Redeemer; the fuUablenefs of
his perfonand pujrchafe to fupply the wants» and axu

(iffet the utni(>ft defires of imnoortal fouls.—^To open
(be incite rich9« of his grace« and the wonderful ei^

couragement propofed in the gofpel to unwordiy^ •

b^ple& finner^.'—To . call* invitei and beleech them
to (goB)^ and. give up themfelves- to bim> and be nu
cQ{^c\M to Gpd through him.-^To expoftulate with

tlwfn refpe^ing their negleid of one fo infinitely love-

ly, and. freely offsred*-'^And ihu in /uck a manmr^ •

with fuch freedom* pertinency^ pathos, and applica-*

tion to the. confcience, as I never could have made
myie^ mafti^ of by the moft affiduous application.

And have often at fuch feafons been fuprifmgly help-

ed in adapting my difcourfes to the capacities of taj

popple, and bringing them down into fuch eafy, vul-

gar, and familiar methods of ezprefSon, as has render*

€4 them intelligible even to Pagans.

Secondly, It is worthy of remark, that numbers o£
thefe people are broug^hr. to a ftridb compliance with

.

the.rulies o£ morality and fobrieiyt and to a confciemiout

performance of the exUmal duties of chriftianity ; with^

o^t their having, them frequently inculcated upon
them, and. the contrary vices particularly expofed.

God was pleafed to give the grand gofpel tniths

fiich a powerful influence upon their minds, that tt^Ar

live? were quickly reformed, without my fpending
time in repeated harangues upon external duties. There
was indeed no room for any difcourfes but thofe that

refpe^ed the ejenttals of religion, and the experimental

knowledge of divine things, while there were fo ma-
ny inquiring daily, not how they ftiould regulate

their external coadudt; but how they fhould efcape

from the wrath to come—obtain an effeSual change of
heart,—^get an intereft in Chrift,—and come to the

enjoyment of eternal bleflednefs.—So that my great

wpfk 9^\ was to lead them into a further view of their

K total-
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totil depntity ; to (hew that there was no manner of

•goodners in them: no good difpodtions nor defires;

410 love to God, nor delight in his commands ; but

-on the contrary, hatred, enmity, and all manner of

wickednefs.—And at the fame time to open to them
the glorious remedy provided in Chrift for helplefs

peridiing Tinners, and offered freely to thofe who have

no goodnefs of their own, no << works of righteoufnefs**'

to recommend them to God.
When tkcfe truths wei« felt at heart, there was no

srice unreformed,—^no external duty neglected.-—
Drunkennefs, the darling vice, was broken off, and

Jfcarce an inftance of it known for months together.

.The praAtce oi hujbandi and-«;rD» in putting away
each other and taking others in their ftead, was quick-

ly reformed. The fame might be faid of all other

.vicious practices.—-—The Teiformation was general;

and all fpringingrfrom the internal influence of divine

truths upon their hearts ; not becaufe they had hfeard

ihefe vices particularly expofed, and repeatedly fpoken

againft. - •

. So that happy experience, as well as the word of

'God, and the example of Chrift and his apoftles,

have taught me, that the preaching, which is bed

fuited to awaken in mankind a lively apprehenfion

of their depravity and mifery,—to excite them ear.

neftly to feek after a change of heart, and to ^y for

refuge to Cbrift, as the only hope Jet befor,e them, is like

to be moA fucce/sful toward the reformation of their

external conduct.—I have found that clofe addrefles

and folemn applications of divine truths to the con-

fcience, ftrike death to the root of all vice ; while

fmooth andplaufible harangues upon moral virtues and

fKiernal duties^ at beft do no more than lop off the

iranchet of corruption.

. I,"do not intend, by what I have obferved, to re-

prefent the preaching of morality, and preffing perfons

to the external performance of duty, to be iinnece^ary

and ufelefs at any time ; and ^fpecially at times when

there is lefs of divine power attending the means of

^racc.—It U doubtlefs among the things that ** ought

to
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to be don^f* v^hile " others are not to be left \aim

done;'*-^But what I principally defign is to difcover'

a plain matter of faA, viz. That the external coinpli*

ance with the rules of chridianityf appearing among •

mj people, are not the e£fedt of any merely rational

liew of the beauty of morality^ but of the internal in- *

fluence that divine truths have had upon their hearts.

Thirdly t It is remarkable, that God has fo continue-

ed and renewed the (howers of his grace : fo quick-

ly fet, up his kingdom among thefe people ; and fo

fmiled upon them in relation to their acquirement of
knowledge, both divine and human. It is now near

a year fmce the beginning of this gracious out-pour-^

Ibz of the divine Spirit among tliem r and although

«

it has often feemed to decline for fome Ihort time,

yet the (hower was renewed, and the work of grace

rftvived again :fo that a divine infhience feems flill'

to attend the means of grace, in a greater or lefs de-

'

gree : whereby relteious perfons are refreihed^ ftrength*

eoed, and e(labli(hpdyConvidions revived and pro*-

moted in many inftances,—and fome newly awakenedr>

fcom time to time^ Althoughit-muft be.acknowledg>

ed that for fome time paft, were has appeared a more *

nanifi^ft decline of this work. Yet (bleHed be God)
there is ftill an appearance of divine power, a defira*<«

ble degree of tendemefs and devotion in our aflem*

blies.

And.as God has continued the (howers of his grace-

among this people ; fo has he with uncommon qu'tck* •

neft fet up his vifible kingdom in the midft of them.

I have now baptized, fmce the concludon of my lad
'

Journal, thirty perfons, fifteen adults, and fifteen

children. Which adde4 to the number there men-
tioned, makes feventy-feven perfons ; whereof thirty- ^

eight are adults, and thirty-nine children; and sdl

within the fpace of eleven months pa(l.--^And have
baptized no adults, but fuch as appeared to have a work
of grace in tlieir hearts : I mean fuch as have had the

experience not only of the awakening, but of the re.

newing and comforting influences of the divine Spirit.
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. Muth of the goodnefs of God has appeared in ve-

lation to their acquirement of knowledge, both in

religion and in common life. There has been a won*
derful thiril after chriftian knowledge airong them, and

an eager deiirc of being inllru^ed. This has promot-

ed them to alk many pertinent as vrell as important

queftions. Many of the dodrines I have delivered,

they have queried with me about, in order to gain

further light into them : and have from time to time

naniiefted a good underftanding of them, by their

anfwers to the qneftions propofed.

They have likewife taken pams, and appeared re-

markably apt in learning to i\tt^ Pfalms, and arc now
able to fmg with a good degree of decency in the

worihip of God.
They have alfo acquired a confiderable decree of

iifeful knowledge in the affairs of common life : fo

that they now appear like rational creatures, fit for

human fociety, free from that favage roughnefs and

brutifh ftupidity, which rendered them very difagreea-

ble in their Pagan (late.

And as tliey are deiirous of inftfudl:ion, and furpri.

ilfigly apt in the reception of it, fo divine providence

has fmtted upon them in regard of prober meani in or.

der to it.-—-The attempts made i&t a fcbool am6ng
them have fucceeded, and a kind providence has feat

them ^JchooUmafier^ of whom I may juftly fay, I know

of ^ no man like-minded, who wiU naturally tare for

their ftate."

He has generally thirty or thirty-five children in

his fchool : and when he kept an evening fchool (as

he did while the length of the evenings would admit

of it) he had fifteen^ or twenty peoj^e, married and

£ngle. I

The childreh learn with fnrprifmg readinefs; fo

that their mefier tells me, he never had any £n|;lifh

fchool that learned, in general, near fo faft. There

-were not abov^e two in thirty, although fome of them

were very fmrall, but what learned to know all the

UtHri in the alphabet diftindly, within three days after

hi* eaCrance upon^ his buiinefs j and divers in that

fpace
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fpace learned iofptll confiderably ; and Tome of them
fince the beginning of February- laft (at which time

the fchool was fet up) have learned fo much, that

tbcy are able to read in a Pfalter or Tejlament without
fpelling.

They are inftrudled in the duty of fecret prayer,

and moft of them conllantly attend it night and mom-
ingf and are very careful to inform their mafter if

they apprehend any of their little fchool-mates ne-

glect that. religious exercife.

Fourthly, It is worthy to be noted, that amidft fo
preat a work of conviiilion,—fo much concern and
religious affection, there has been no prevalency, nor
indeed any conCiderMe appearance o( faf/if rcHgiofif (if

I may fo term it) or heats of imagination, intempe-

rate zcaU and fpiritual pride ; which corrupt mix-
tures too often attend the revival of religion ; and
that there have been fo very few inftances of fcan*

dalous behaviour among thofe who have appeared
ferious. The religious concern that perfons have been
under, has generally been rational andju/l; 'JLTiCing

from a Jin/e of their tins, and the divine difpleafure

on the account of them ; as well as their utter inabi-'

lity to deliver thcmfelves from the mifery they felt

and feared. And it is remarkable, although the con<«

cern of many perfons has been very great and pref*

fmg, yet I have never feen any thing like de/pair at«

tending, it in^ any one inftance : whence it is appa-
rent, there is not that danger of perfons being driven *

into defptair under fpiritual trouble^ (unlefs in cafes of
melancholy,) that the world in general is ready to

imagine.

The comfort, perfons have obtained after their 6\C*

trefTes, has likewife in general appeared folid,.welK

grounded, and fcriptural ; arifing from a fpiritual

and fupematural illumination of mind,—a view of di-

vine things as they are,-^2L complacency of foul in the,

divine perfeAionsy^and a peculiar fatisfa^ion in the«

vay offalvation by ixee grace m the great Redeemer.v

, Their joys have feemed to rife from a variety of
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iievn and confiderations of divine thrngs, although
for fubftance the fame.

Some have at firft appeared to rejoice efpecially in

the ivi/Jom of God, difcovered m the way of falvatioa

by Chrift : it then appearing to them * a new and
living way," a way they had r.crer thottght, nor had
any juft conception of, until opened to them by the

fpedal influence of the divine fpirit. And feme of
them, upon a lively^xV//«a/ view of this way of falva.

tion, have wondered at their paft folly in feeking f;il-

Tation other ways, and have admired that they never

few this way of falvation before, which now appeared

fo plain and eafy.

Others' have had a more general view of the beauty

and excellency of Chrift, and have had their fouls>

delighted with an apprehenfion of his glory, as un-

fpeakably exceeding all they had ever conceived be-

fore ; yet without fmgling out (as it were) any one of

the divine perfections in particular ; fo that although

their comforts have feemed to arife froni a variety of

views of divine glories, ftill they were fpiritual and

Jupernatural views of them.

What the Indians* notions of God are, in their Pa-

gan-ftate, is hard, precifely to deteimine. 1 have

taken much pains to inquire of my chriftian people,

whether they, tefore their acquaintance with chrif-

tianity,. imagined whether there was a plurality of

great invifible powers, or whether they fuppofed

' but one fuch being, and worfliipped him in a variety

of Ihapes : but cannot learn any thing of them ia

diftindt as to be fully fatisfying upon the point

Their notions in that ftate w^re fo prodigioufly dark

and confufed, that they feeiiied not to know what

they thought themfelves. But fo far as I can learn,

they had a notion of a plurality ofinviiible //W//^/,

and paid fome kind of homage to them promifcuoufly,

under a great variety of (hapes. And it is certain,

tliofe who yet remain Pagans, pay fome kind of fu*

perditions reverence to beafts, birds, fiflies, and

even reptiles ; that is, fome to one kind of animal,

and fome to another. They do not indeed fuppofe a

divin«
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iivine power eJeMtaJ to thefe creatures, but that ibme
ihvifible beings (I cannot learn that it is always one
fach being only, but divers) communicate to thefb v

tnimals a greai powers either one or other of them,

\m2i as it happens,) and fo make thefe creatures

Ihe immediate authors of good to certain perfons.

Whence fuch a creature becomes /acred to the per-

fons to whom ht is fuppofed to be the immediate
author of good, and through him they muft worfhip

the inviftMe powers, though to others he is no more
than another creature. And perhaps another animal

is looked upon to be the immediate author of good
to another^ and confequently he muft worlhip the

ipvtfible powers in that animal. And I have known
a Pagan burn fine tobacco for incenfe, in order to

appeafe the anger of that invifible power which he
iuppofed prefided over rattU-fnakest becaufe one. of

thefe animals was killed by another Indian near his

tefe.

But I find, that in ancient times, before the com-
ing of the white people, feme fuppofed there were

fdur invifible powers, who prefided over the four

cerners of the earth. Others imagined the fun to be
the only deity, and that all things were made by him

:

others at the fame time having a confufed notion of
a certain body or fountain of delty^ fomewhat like

the anima mundi, fo frequently mentioned by the

moris, learned ancient Heathens, diffufing itfelf to

various animals, and even to inanimate things, mak-
ing them the immediate authors of good to certain

perfons. But after the coming of the white people^

they feemed to fuppofe there were three deities, and
three only, becaufe they faw people of three diffe-

rent kinds of complexion, vi%, Englifh, Negroes, and
themfelves.

It is a notion pretty generally prevailing amon^
them, that it was not the fame God made them, who
Hide us, but that they were made after the white
people ; which further Ihews, that they imagine a
plurality of divine powers. And 1 faficy they fup-

pofe their god gained fome fpecial ikill by feeing the

white
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ffhite people made, and fo made them bietter : for h
is certain they look upon themfelves, and their me-
thods of living, (which, they fay, their god exprefsly

prefcribed,) as vaftly preferable to the white people,

and their methods. And hence they will frequently At

and laugh at them, as being good for nothing but to

fatigue th'*mfelves with hard labour; while they en-

joyed the fatisfadion of ftretching themfelyes on the

ground, and fleeping as much as they pleafe ; and

have no other trouble than now and then to chafe the

deer. Hence, by the way, many of them look upon

it as difgraceful to them to become chriftians, as

it would be elleemed among chriftians to become

a Pagan : and though they fuppofe our religion will

do well enough for us, becaufe prefcribed by our God,

yet it is no ways proper for them, becaufe not of the

fame make and original.

They fecm to have fome confufed notion of a fu.

ture fta.te, and many of them imagine that the chi-

changj (i. e. the fliadow,) or what furvives the body,

will at death go fouthward, and in an unknown but

curious place, will enjoy fome kind of happinefs,

fuch as hunting, feafting, dancing. And what they

fuppofe will contribute much to their happinefs in

that ftate is, that they fhall never be weary of thofe

entertainments. It feems by this notion of their go-

ing fouthivard to obtain happinefs, as if they had their

courfe into thefe parts from fome very cpld climate,

and found die further xhey "vjent fouthward the more,

comfortable they were ; and thence concluded, that

perfect felicity was to be found further towards the

fame point.

They feem to have fome faint notion of rewards and

puni/bmentst or at leaft happinefs and mifery in a future

ftate, that is, fome that I have converfed with, though

others feem to know no fuch thing. Thofe that fup-

pofe this, imagine that moft will be happy, and thofe I

that are not (o, will be punifhed only wiUi privatkn^

being excluded the walls of that good world where]

happy fouls (hall dwell.

Thefel
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Thefe rewards and punifhments they fuppofe t«

^pend entirely upon their conduft with relation to

the duties of the fecond table, i. e. their behaviour
towards mankind, afid not to have any rieference to

any thing that relates to God. I once confulted a
very ancient, bnt intelligent Indian upon this point,

whether the Indians of old times had fuppofed there

was any thing of the man that would furvive the

body? He replied, Yes. I afked him, where they

fuppofed its abode would be ? He replied, " It would
go fouthward." I afked him further, whether it

would be happy there? He anfwered, after fome
(onfiderable paufe, that the fouls of good folks would
be happy, and the fouls of bad folks miferable." I

then afked him, who he called had folks f His anfwer
was, •* Thofe who lie, fleal, quarrel with their neigh-

bours, are unkind to their friends, and efpecially to

ifed parents, and, in a word, are a plague to man*
kind." Thefe were his hadfolks ; but not a word was
laid of their negledt 6f divine worihip, and their bad«
kIs in that refpeA.

They have indeed fome kind of worfhip, are fre-

qtoitly offering facrtfieei to fome fuppofed invifibte

powers, and are very rekdy to impute ttieir calamities

in the frifait world, to the uegleS of thefe facrifices

;

bat there is no a|ypearance of i^verence and devotion

iiathe homage tbey pay them ; and what they do of

lliiis nature, feems to be done only to appeafe the

iger of their deities, tb engage them to do them no
lort, or at moft, only to invite ih&ie povbers to fucceed

im in tliofe enterprifcs they are engaged in. So
it in offering thefe facrifices, they feem to have no
ence to a futtire flate. And they feem to imagine,

t thofe they call had folksy are excluded from the

ipany of good people in that flate, not fo much
ufe God is determined to punifh them for their

of any kind, as becaufe they would render others

appy if admitted to dwell with them. So that

are excluded rather of ncceffity^ than by God a^*
as a righteous judge*

They

\''.*

\

!

i^

lili'Pvi

If

I'll

m

m il'"



( «« > .

They give mnch heed to Jreams, betaufe they fbp

.

fok thefe invifible powers give them dtredlions there-

in. They are likewife much attached to the tradi«

tions of their fathers, who have informed them of

divers miracles anciently wrought* which they firmly

believe. They alfo mention fome wonderful things

which,' they fay, have happened fmce the memory
of fome who are now living. One affirmed to me,

that .himfelf had once been dead four days, that mod
of his friends were gathered together to his funeral,,

and that ,he ihoidd nave been buried, but that fome

of his relations who were fent for, were not arrived,

before whofe coming he came to life again. In this

time, he fays, he went. ta the place where the fua

ri/es, (imagining. the earth to be plain,) and diredly

over that place, at a great height in.theair, he was^

admitted, he. fays, into a great houfe, which he fup-

pofes was fevend miles in lengthy and faw ipany won-^

derful things.-

^Wha; iocreafes their averGon to chriftianity is the

influence their potowonus hav^ upon them. Thefe are.

fuppoied- to have z. powi^r of jfortteUing future evM>t

of recovtring ihejui, and of eiarming perfom to deatb*

And their fpirit, in its various operations* feems to I

be a fatanical imitation of th^ fpirit of prophecy thai]

the church in early age8> was favoured with*

I have laboured to gain fome acquaintance with

this aflBtiir, and. have for that end confulted the man
jnentloned in my Journal of May 9, who, fince his I

converfiou to chriftianity, has endeavoured to give

zne the bed intelligence he could of this matter. But

it feems to be fuch a. mj^ryi of iniquity, that I cannot

well underftand it ;. and, fo far as I can learn, he

himfelf has not any clear notions of the thing, now

his fpirit of divination is gpne from him. HoweverJ
the manner in which he fays he obtained this fpirit

was, he was admitted ^ into the prefence of a great

man, who informed him, that he loved, pitied, and

defire^ to do him good. It was not in this world thatj

ho {livr the great man*, but in a world above at a vad

didancel
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^iftance from this. The great man, he fays^ was
clothed ^vifh the day ; yea, with the brighteft day
he ever faw; a day of many years ; yea, of evetlaft-

ing continuance ! This whole world, he fays, was
drawn upon htm, fo thaf in him, the earth, and all

things in it, might be feen. I afked him, if rocks»

mountains, and feas were drawn upon, or appeared

I

in himf He replied, that every thing that was beau-
jtifttl and lovely in the earth was upon him, and

I

night be feen by looking on him, as well as if one
jvas'on the earth to take a view of them there. By
the fide of the great man, he fays, flood his fhadow
[or fpirit. This ihadow, he fay«, was as lovely as the

nan himfelf, and filled all places, and was mod
igreeable as well as wonderful to him.———Here he

m%t he tarried fome time, and was unfpeakably en-

Itertained and delighted with a view of the great man,
[ofhis (hadow or fpirit, and of all things in him. And
[what is mod of all ailonifhing, he imagines all this

ho haive paiFed before he was born. He never had
l^een, he fays, in- this world at that time. And what
pnfirms'him'ia the belief of this is, that the great

Inan told him, thathe^miid come down to earth, be
WTi o£/ttch a woman, meet with fuch zndfucb things,

od in particular, that he (hculd once in his life be
[pilty of m»r^/rr. At this he was difpleafed, and told

he great man, he Would never murder. But the

[great man replied, <* 1 have faid it, and it (hall be

Ho.'
>i Which has accordingly happened. At this

e, he fays, the great man afked him what ^he

ould chufe in life > He replied, firft to be a hunter^

id afterwards to be z powwow or diviner. Whereup-
die great man told him, he (hould have what he

fired, and that his ^^i//««t fhould go along with him
wn to earth, and be with him for ever. There

he fays, all this time no words fpoken between

m. The conference was iiot carried on by any
laman language, but they had a kind of mental inteU

igence of each others thoughts. After this, he fays,

faw the great man no more ; but fiippofes he came
WQ to earth to.be borni but the ipirit or fhadow of

the
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lllf great man ftil} attended him, and ever after co«.

tinued to appear to bim in dreams and other wajsJ

until he felt the power of God's word upon his hearts]

iJQce which it has entirelf left him.

This fpirit, he fays, ufed fometimes to direft him I

in dreads to go tQ fuch a place and hunt, afluring

him h<i ihQuld there meet with fuccefs^ which aq-

cordjngly proved fo. And when he had been theD»|

fome time, thf fpirit would order him to r. other I

pigce^ So that he had fuccefs in huntings acccrdingj

to the gre^t man's promife made to him at the time r"

bis chnfmg this employment.

There w^re fometimes when this fpirit came uponj

him iA 9> /fecial manner, and he was full of what, he

^aw in the. great man ; and then,, he fays, he was

iigbtf and not only ligbt hinifelf, but it was light al

around him, fo that he could iee through men* ani

Iluow the thoughts of their hearts. Thefe depths

S^fan. I leave to others to fathom, and do not knoi

what ideas to affix to fuch terms, nor can guefs. wha

conceptions of things thefe creatures have at the time

when they call themfelves all light* But my interpre

ter tells me, that he heard one of them tell a certaii

Indian the fecret thoughts of his heart, which he ha

never divulged. The cafe was this, the Indian vra

bitten with a fnake, and was in extreme pain. Where]

upon the diviner (who was applied to for his recovery]

told him, that 2X fuch a time he had propofed, thaj

the next deer he killed he. wpuld facrifice it to foi

^reat ponuer, but had broken his promi^^ And nowJ

faid he, that great ^^i^vr has. ordered this fnake td

bite you for ^our neglect. The Indian cocfe/Ted ij

was fo, but faid he had never, told any body of it

But as $<itctn% no doubt, e;ccited the Indian to mak^

that promife* it was no wonder he fhould be able

communicate the matter to the conjurer.

^On Friday and Saturday, he. was very unwellj

but yet preached to his people on Saturday. His ilij

n^cfs continued on the Sabbath ; but he preached not!

withilanding both parts of the. day ; and after th|

public wocmi|i end«ftVQure4 ta apply divine, trut
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to the confciences of fome, and addreHed them perto"

nallf for that end ; feveral were in tears, and fome
appeared much affected. But he was extrem ly wea-
ried with the fervice, and was fo ill at night, that he
could have no bodily reft ; but remarks, that " God
was his fupport, and that he was not left deftitute of
comfort in him." On Monday, he continued very
ill ; but fpeaks of his mind being calm and compo&
ed, reigned to the divine difpenfations, and content
with his feeble ftate.J

Lord's.day, June 29. 1 preached both parts of the

day, from John xiv. 19. ** Yet a little while, and the

world feeth me no more," &c. God was pleafed to

afford me bo^ freedom and power ; and his power .

appeared in the aifembly in both exercifes. Num-
bers of God's people were refreOied and melted with
divine things : one or two comforted, who had been
long under diftrefs ; convidions, in divers inftancesy ..

powerfully revived ^ and one man in years much
awakened, who had not long frequented our meet-

iag, and appeared before as ftupid as a ftock.

God amazingly renewed my ftrength. I was fo fpent

at noon, that I -could fcarce walk, and all my joints

trembled ; fo that I could not fit, nor fo much as

bold my hand ftill ^ and yet God ftrengthened me
to preach with power in the afternoon. I fpent

fome time afterwards in converfmg particularly,

with feveral perfons. I praye4 afterwards with a
lick child, and gave a word of exhortation, and re-

turned home with more health than I went out ; al-

tl^ough my linen was wringing wet upon me, from a
little after ten in the morning, till, paft Bve in the

afternooiu My fpirits alfo were confiderably refrelh-

ed, and my foul rejoiced in hopes that I had through

grace done fomething for God. In the evening I

walked out, and enjoyed a fweet feafon in fecret

prayer and praife. But O, I found the truth of the

Pfalmift's words, " My goodnefs extendeth not to

[thee!** I could not make any returns to God ; I

longed to live only to him, and to be inj^une for

m praife and fervice for ever. 0, for fpiritusdity and
'
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^oly fetvency, that I might fpend and hej^ent for God
to my lated moment 1

Tuefday, July 1. In the afternoon I vifited and
preached to my people* from Heb. ix. 27. on oc-

cafion of fome perfons lying at the point of death*

in my congregation. God gave me ailiflance; and
his word m.aoe an impreffion upon the audience in

general.

[On Wednefday he went to Newark, to a meeting

of the Prefbytery. The remaining part of the week

he fpent there, and at Eltfaheth-Town.]

Monday, July 7. My fpirits were confiderably

refreflied. There is no comfort, I find, in any en-

joyment, without enjo}'ing God, and being engaged

jn his fervice. In the evening, I had the mod agree-

able converfation that ever I remember in all my life,

upon Qod's being all in all, and all enjoyments being

juft thai to u$ which God makes them, and no more.

It is good to begin and end with God.
Saturday, July 12. This day. was fpent in fading

and prayer by my congregation, as preparatory to the

facrament. I difcourfed, both parts of the day,

from Rom. iv. 25. ** Who was delivered for our

offences," &c. God gave me afiiftance in my dif-

courfe^, and divine power attended the word ; fo

that this was an agreeable feafon. Afterwards, I led

rthem to a folemn renewal of their covenant, and

frefh dedication of themfelves to God. This was a

feafon both of folemnity and fweetnefs, and God
.feemed to be •* in the midft of us.**

Lord's-day, July 13. In the forenooii, i difcourfed

on the bread of life, from John vi. 35. God gave me
afliAance, and there appeared fome tender affedlion

in the aOembly. I adminiftered the facrament of the

Lord's fupper, to thirty-one perfons of the Indians.

God feemed to be prefent in this ordinance : the

communicants were fweetly refre(hed. O, how they

melted, even when the elements were firft uncovered!

There was fcarcely a dry eye among ihem, when I

took off the linen, and (hewed them the fymbols of

£bri/i's hrokin ^«^—^-Having refted a little after

the
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the adminiftration of the facrament, I vlfited the

communic mts, and found rhem ger.erally in a fweet,

lovin;> f me. In the aft.«rnonn I Jilfcourfed upon
eoming to Chriflf and the /atisfaffion of thofe who do fo.

This was likewife m agreeable feafon, a feafon of

much tendernefs ; and 1 returned home much ipent,

yet rejoicing in the goodnefs of God.
Monday, July 14. I difcourfed from Pfal. cxix.

106. ** I have fworn, and I will perform it," &c.
There appeared to be a powerful influence on the

aflembly, and confiderable melting under the word.
Afterwards, I led them to a renewal of their cove-

nant before God, (that they would watch over them-
felves and one another, left they flioiild fall into fin

arid diflionour the name of Chrift,) juft as I did on
Monday, April 28. This tranfa(ftion was attended

with great folemnity : and God owned it by exciring

in them a fear and jealoufy of themftlves, left they

(hould fin againft God.
[l^he next day, he fet out on a journey towards

Philadelphia ; from whence he did not return till

Saturday. He went this Journey, and fpent the

week under great illnefs of body and d^jeftion of

mind.]

Mbnday, July 21. I preached to the Indians,

chiefly for the fake of fome ftrangers. I then pro-

pofed my defign of taking a jouniey to Sufquehan-

nah ; and exhorted my people to pray for me, that

God would be with me on that journey, and chofe di-

vers perfons of the congregation to travel with me. ;

Monday, July 28. 1 was very weak, and fcarce

able to perform any bufinefs, but I enjoyed fweetnefs

and comfort in prayer ; and was compofed and coixif

fortable through the day : my mind was intenfe, and
my heart fervent in fecret duties, and I longed to

fpend and he fpent for God,

Tuefday, July 29. My mind was cheerful, and
free from thofe melancholy damps, that I am often

exercifed with. In the evening, I enjoyed a com-
fortable feafon in fecret prayer, was helped to plead

with God ^or my own dear people : and for the di-
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^tne prefence to attend me in my intended journey tt

Sufqueliannah.

Wednefday, July 30. I was uncommonly eafy,

both in body and mind : my mind was folemnt 1 was
afTifted in my work, and God feemed to be near me

:

fo that the day was as comfortable as mod I have en-

. joyed for f(;me time.

Friday, Auguft 1. In the evening I enjoyed a

fweet feafon in fecret prayer : clouds and perplexifig

cares were fweetly fcattered, and nothing anxious re-

mained. O, how ferene was my mind at this feafon I

how free from that didrading concern I have often

felt ! " Thy will be done," was a petition fweet to

my foul ; and if God had bidden me chufe for myfelf

in any affair, 1 (hould have chofen rather to have re*

ferred the choice to him ; for I faw that he was infi-

nitely wife, and could not do any thing amifs,. as I was

. in danger of doing.

Saturday, Auguft 2. I preached from Matt. xi.

19. and the prefence of God feemed to be remark-

ably in the affembly. Blefled be God for fuch a re-

vival among us. In the evening I was very weary,

but found my fpirits fupported and refiefhed.

Friday, Auguft 5. I preached at the funeral cf

one of my chriftians, from Ifai. Ivii. 2. was opprefled

with the nervous head-ach, and coniiderably deje^ed:

however, I had a little freedom. I was extremely

weary in the evening ; but notwithftanding, enjoyed

fome liberty in prayer, and found the dejection that

I feared, much removed, and my fpirits coniiderably

refreihed.

Thurfday, Auguft 7. I rode to my houfe, where

I fpent the laft winter, in order to bring fome things

I needed for my Sufquehannah journey. I was re-

freihed to fee that place, which God fo marvelloufly

Tifited with the (bowers of his grace. How amaz-

ingly did the power of God appear there !
** Blefs the

Lord, O my foul I"

Saturday, Auguft 9. In the afternoon, I vifited

my people, fet their affairs in order, and contrived

for Uiem the management of their worldly bufmefs:

difcourfed
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dtfcourfed to them in a folemn manner, and con-
chided with prayer, I was compofed in the even-
ing, and fervent in fecret prayer : had a view of the
eternal world, and much ferenity of mind. O, that I

could magnify the Lord for any freedom he affords

me in prayer

!

Monday, Auguft 11. Being about to fet out for

Sufquehannah the next day, I ijient fome time this

day in prayer with my people, that God would blefs

and fucceed ray journey : and fet up his kingdom
among the poor Indians in the wildemefs. While
I was opening and applying part of the cxth Pfalm,
die potver of God defcended on the alfembly ; and
while I was making the firft prayer, numbers were
melted, and I found affeiStionate enlargement of foul.

God helped me, and my interpreter alfo : there was
a (haking and melting among us ; and divers, I
doubt not, were in fome meafure ** filled with the

Holy Ghoft;»* efpecially, while I infifted upon tlie

promife oi all nations blejfmg the great Redeemer: my
ibul was refreflied to think, that this glorious feafon

fcould furely come, and numbers of my dear people

were alfo refreflied. Afterwards I prayed j and had
ibme freedom, but was alfo fpent : then 1 walked
out, and left my people ta carry on religious exer-

cife among themfelves : they prayed repeatedly, and
fuftg, while I refted and refreflied myfelf. After*

lards I went to the meeting, prayed with, and difi*

I

mifled the aifembly. BlefTed be God» this has been a
day of ^race.

[The next day he fet out on his journey towards

Sofquel)annah, and fix of his ehriilians Indians with ?

him, whom he had chofen out of his congregation^ .

as thole that he judged molt fit to affift him. He
took his way through Philadelphia, intending toga
to Sulquehannah river, far down, where it is fettled

by the white people, below the country inhabited

by the Indians ; and fo to travel up the^ river to the

Indian habitations : for although this was much far-

ther about, yet hereby he ,ivoided the huge moan-*
tains and hideous wildernei'sy which ia time pad he

S3 bad
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bad found to be extremely fatiguing. He rode this

veek as far as Charleftown, a place of that name
about thirty miles weftward of Philadelphia ; where
he arrived on Friday ; and in his way hither, was
for the moft part in a compofed, comfortable (late of

mind.]
Saturday, Auguft 16. [At Charleftown.] It be-

ing a day kept by the people of the place where I

now was, as preparatory to the celebration of the

Lord's fupper, I tarried, heard Mr. Treat preach,

and then preached myfelf. God gave me fome free-

dom, and helped me to difcourfe with warmth, and

application to the confcience. Afterwards I was

refreihed in fpirit, though much tired $ and fpent the

evening agreeably in prayer, and chriftian con-

Terfation.

Monday, Auguft 18. 1 rode on my way towards

Faxton, upon Sufquehannah river, but felt my fpirits

fink towards night.

Tuefday, Auguft 19. 1 rode forward ftill; and at

night lodged by the fide of Sufquehannah.

Wedneulay, Auguft 20. Having lain in a cold

fweat all night, I coughed much bloody matter this

morning; but what gave me encouragement was, I

had a fecret hope that I might fpeedily get a difmif.

fion from earth, and all its forrows. I rode this day

to one Chambers's upon Sufquehannah, and there
|

lodged, but was much afflidted, in the evening, with

an ungodly crew, drinking and fwearing. O, what I

a hell would it be, to be numbered w^ith the ungodly I

Thvrfday, Auguft 21. I rode up the river about
|

fifteen miles, and there lodged, in a family that ap-

peared quite deftitute of God. I laboured to dif-l

courfe with the man about the life of religion, but

found him very artful in evading' it. O, what a death
|

it is to fome, to hear of the things of God !

Friday, Auguft 22. I continued my courfe up the I

liver : my people now being with me, who before

"were parted from me, travelled above all the Englifh

fettlements \ at night, lodged in the open woods, and

flept
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ilept with more comfort, than while among an un-
godly company of white people.

Lord*8-day, Auguft 24. Towards noon I vifited

feme of the Delawares, and Jicourfed with them
about chriftianity. In the afternoon 1 difcourfed to

the Kingt and others, upon divine things, who feemed
difpofed to hear. I fpent mod of the day in thefe

eiercifes. In the evening I enjoyed fome comfort
and fatisfadion ; efpecially in fecret prayer : this du-
ty was made fo agreeable to me, that I loved to walk
abroad and repeatedly engage in it.

Monday, Augud 25. 1 fent out my people to talk

with the Indians, and contract a familiarity with

them. Some good feemed to be done by their viftt

this day, and divers appeared willing to hearken to

chriftianity.

Tuefday, Auguft 26. About noon I difcourfed to

a confiderable number of Indians. I was enabled to

rpeak with much plainnefs, warmth, and power.

The difcourfe had impreflion upon fome, and made
them appear very ferious.

Wednefday, Auguft 27. There having been a
thick fmoke in the houfe where I lodged, I was this

morning diftrefled with pains in my head and neck.

In the morning the fmoke was flill the fame : and a
cold eafterly ftorm gathering, I could neither live

within doors nor without, any long time together ; I

was pierced with the rawnefs of the air abroad, in

the houfe diftreffed with the fmoke. This day I lived

in great didrefs, and had not health enough to do
any thing to purpofe.

Thurfday, Auguft 28. I was under great concern

of mind. I was vifited by fome who defired to hear

me preach ; and difcourfed to them in the afternoon^

with fome fervency, and laboured to perfuade them
to turn to God, I fcarce ever faw more clearly, that

it is God's work to convert fouls. I knew I could not

touch them, I faw I could only fpeak to dry bones, but
could give them no fenfe of what I faid. My eyes

were up to God for help : I could fay, the work w^s
his,

Friday,
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Friday, Augud 29. I travelled to the Delawarer>

found few at home : felt poorly, but was able to fpend

fome time alone in reading God's word, and in prayer.

Lord's-day, Auguft 31. I fpake the word ©f God,
(to feme few of the Sufquehannah Indians^ In the

afternoon, I felt very weak and feeble. O, how
heavy is my work, when faith cannot take hold of an

almighty arm, for the performance of it.

Monday, September 1. I fet out on a journey to-

wards a place called The great Ifland^ about fifty miles

diftant from Shaumoking, in the north-weftern branch

of Sufquehannah. At night I lodged in the woods.

1 was exceeding feeble, this day, and fweat much the

night following.

Tuefdiiy, September 2. 1 rode forward ; but na
fafter than my people went on foot. I was fo feeble

and faint, that I feared it. would kill me to lie out in

the open air ; and fome of our company being parted

from us, fo that* we had now no axe with us, I had

no way but to climb into a young pine-tree, and

with my knife to lop the branches, and fo made a

Ihelter from the daw. I fweat much in the night, fo

that my linen was almoft wringing wet all night. I

fcaTce ever was more weak and weary than this even-

ing.

Wednefday, September 3. I rode to Delaware

town 5 and found divers drinking and drunken. I

difcourfed with fome of the Indians ?>)OUt chriflianity;

obferved my interpreter much engaged in his work;

fome few perfons Teemed to hear with great ea-neft-

nefs. About noon, I rode to a fmall town of Shaa-

waunoes, about eight miles diftant i fpent an hour

or two there, and returned to the Delaware town.

O, what a dead, barren, unprofitable wretch did

I now fee myielf to be ! My fpirits were io low,

and my bodily ftrength fo wafted, that I could do

nothing at all. At length, being much overdone, I

lay down on a buffaloJkin; but fweat much the whole

night.

r Thurfday, September 4. I difcourfed with the In-

dians about cluLftianity ; my interpreter, afterwards,,

carrying
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carrying on the difcourfe, to a confiderable length;
fome few appeared well difpofed, and fomewhat af-

feded. I left this place, and returned towards Shau-
xnoking ; and at night, lodged in the place where I

lodged the Monday night before. But my people be-

ing belated, did not come to me till pad ten at nieht;

fo that I had no fire to drefs any victuals, or to keep
me warm ; and I was fcarce ever more weak and
worn out in my life.

Friday, September 5. I was fo weak, that I could
fcarcely ride : it feemed fometimes as if I muft fall off

my ihorfe : however, I got to Shaumoking> towards
night, and felt thankfulnefs, that God had fo far pre-

ferved me.
Saturday, September 6. I fpent the day in. a very

weak (late ; coughing and fpitting blood, and having
little appetite to any food t had with me. I was able

to do very little, except difcourfe awhile of divine

things to my own people, and to fome few I met
with.

Monday, September 8. I fpent the forenoon among
the Indians ; in the afternoon, left Shaumoking, and
returned down the river a few miles. I had propofed

to have tarried a confiderable time longer among the

Indians upon Sufquehannah ; but was hindered by
the weakly circumftances of my own people, and
efpecially my own extraordinary weaknefs, having
jbeen exercifed with great no^lumal fweats, and a
coughing up of blood, in almoft the whole of the

journey. I was a great part of the time fo feeble

and faint, that it feemed as though I never fhould be
able to reach home; and at the fame time deftitute

of the comforts, yea, necelTaries of life : at leaft,

what was neceffary for one in fo weak a (late. In this

journey I fometimes was enabled to fpeak the word
of God with power, and divine truths made fome
impreflions on divers that heard me ; fo that feveral,

both men and women, old and young, feemed to

cleave to us, and be well difpofed towards chriAianity

;

Ibut others mocked and ihouted, which damped thofe

[who before feemed friendly ; yet God, at times^ was
evidently
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evidently prefent, afliding me, my interpreter, and
•other dear friends who were with me. God gave
fometimes a good degree of freedom in prayer for

the ingathering of fouls there ; and I could not but

entertain a ftrong hope, that the journey Hiould not be

;wholly fruitlefs.

Tuefday, September 9. I rode down the river,.!

'near thirty miles, was extremely weak, much fatigued,]

and met with a thunder dorm. 1 difcourfed with

'ibme warmth and clofenefs to fome poor ignorant!

fouls, on the life and power of religion. They feemed

much aftonifhed, when they faw my Indians a(k

a bleiling^ and give thanks at dinner : concluding that

a very high evidence of grace in them ; but were

more aftonifhed, when I infifled, that neither that,]

nor yet fecret prayer, was any fure evidence of grace.

•O, the ignorance of the world ! how are fome empty
|

•outward forms, miftaken for true religion.

Wednefday, September 10. I rode near twenty I

miles homeward ; and was much folicited to preach,]

but was utterly unable. I was extremely overdone]

with the heat and fhbwers» and coughed up confider*

jBible quantities of blood.

Thurfday, September 11. I rode homeward;^ but I

<was very weak, and fometimes fcarce able to ride.

I had) a very importunate invitation to preach at a

meeting-houfe I came by, but could not,, by reafonl

of weaknefs. I was refigned under my weaknefsJ

but>was much exercifed for my companions in travel,!

whom I had left with much regret, fome lame, and]

fome fick.

• Friday, September 12. I rode about fifty miles;!

and came juft at night to a chridian friend's boufe,

about twenty-five miles weftward from Philadelphia.!

I was kindly entertained, and found myfelf much re«

frefhed in the midft of my weaknefs and fatigues.

Lord*s-day, September 14. I preached both parUl

of the day (but (hort) from Luke xiv. 23. God gave

me freedom and warmth in my difcourfe ; and helped I

me to labour in fmgleuefs of heart. I was much tired]

in the evening, but was comforted with tKe moft ten»

M
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|2et treatment I^ver met with in my life. My mind»
through the whole of this day, was exceeding calm ;

and I could afk for nothing but that ** the will of God
|niight be done."

Wednefday, September 17. I rode into Phila-

Idelphia, but was Tery weak, and my cough and
{pitting of blood continued.

Saturday September 20. I arrived among my own
[people : found them praying together : went in, and
gave them fome account of God's dealings with me
Ijod my companions in the journey. I then prayed
Ifith them, and the divine prefence was among us

;

divers were melted into tears. Being very weak, I

was obliged foon to repair to my lodgings. Thus
iGod has carried me *! rough the fatigues and perils of

another Journey to Sufquelrannah, and returned me
again in fafety, though under a great degree of bodily

lindifpontion. Many hardfliips and diArefles I en*

[dared in this journey : but the Lord fup|.orted me
ider tbexu all.

! iiE

/In'' ,,

..;.

PART VIII.

J :\

ifter bis Return from his la/l Journey to Stifquehannak, ,

until his Death.

[[TJITHERTO Mr. Brainerd had kept a conftant

JTX diary t giving an account of what parted from
ly to day : but henceforward his diary is much in.

Iterrapted by his illnefs : under which he was often

Ibrought fo low, as not to be able to recoiled, in the^

Itvening, what had paifed in the day, and fet dov^n an
lorderly account of it in writing. However, he took

llbme notice of the moft material things concerning
'

|liimfelf even till within a few days of his death.]

Lord's-day, September 21, 174?6. I was fo weak
could not preach, nor ride over to my people in

foc«Qoon. lathe afternoon I rode outj fat in

my
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ny chair» and difcourfed to my people from Rom.
xiv. 7» 8. I was ftrengthened in my difcourfe:

and there appeared fomething agreeable in the af-

fembly. I returned to my lodgings extremely tired
j

but thankful, that I had been enabled to (peak a
word to my poor people. I was able to fpeak lit-

tle, through wearinefs and pain. O, how blefled

fhould I be, if the little I do were all done with right

views

!

Saturday, September 27. I fpent this as the week

paft, under a great degree of bodily weaknefs, exer-

cifed with a violent cough, and a confiderable fever

;

had no appetite to any kind of food ; and frequently

brought up what I eat, as foon as it was down. I

was able, however, to ride over to my people, about

two miles, every day, and take fome care of thofe

who were then at work upon a fmall houfe for me to

refide in amongft the Indians.* 1 was fometimes

fcarce able to walk, and never able to fit up the

whole day. Yet I was calm and compofed, and but

little exercifed with melancholy, as in former feafons.

It was many times a comfort to me, that life and

death did not depend upon my choice. I was pleafed

to think, that he who is infinitely wife, had the de.

termination of this matter; and that I had no trouble,

to confider and vireigh things upon all fides, in order

to make the choice, whether I would live or die. I

could with great compofure look death in the face,

and frequently with fenfible joy. O, how blefled is

it, to be hahitually prepared for death i The Lord

grant, that I may be aSually ready alfoi

Lord's-day, September 28. I rode to my people

;

and, though under much weaknefs, difcourfed about

half an hour ; at which feafon divine power Teemed

to attend the word ; but being extremely weak, I was

obliged to defift ; and after a turn of faintnefs, with

much diiEculty rode to my lodgings, where betaking

myfelf to my bed, I lay in a burning fever, and almol

delirious,

* This was the fourth hottte he built for his residence

sunoDg the Indians*
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delirious, for feveral hours, till towards morning, jaj
fever went off with a violent fweat. I have often

been feverifh after preaching : but this was the moft
dillrefling turn, that ever preaching brought upon
xne. Yet I felt perfectly at reft in my own mind,
becaufe I had made my utmoft attempts to'fpeak for

God.
Tuefday, September 20. Yefterday and to-day, I

was fcarce able to fit up half t he day. But I was in a
compofed frame, and remarkably free from dejedion

and melancholy ; as God has been pleafed to deliver

jne from thefe unhappy glooms, in the general cpurfe

of my prefent weaknefs hitherto, and alfo fro^ a
peevi(h fpirit. O, that I may always be able to fay,

" Lord, not my will, but thine be done."

Saturday, Oiaober 4. I fpent the former part of ^

this week under a great degree of diforder, as I had
done feveral weeks before : was able, however, to

ride a little every day, although unable to fit up half

the day, and took fome care 'daily of perfons at work
upon my houfe. On Friday afternoon, I fdand
myfelf wonderfully revived and ftrengthened ; fome
time before I

.
gave notice to my people, and

thofe at the F')rks of Delaware in particular, that I

defigned, to adminifter the facrament of the Lord's

fupper, upon the firft fabbath in 0<Stober. On Friday

afternoon, I preached preparatory to the facrament,

from 2 Cor. xiii. 5. I was furprifmgly ftrengthened

in my work, while I was fpeaking : but was obliged

immediately after to repair to bed, being now remov-
ed into my own houfe among the Indians ; which
gave me fuch fpeedy relief, as I could not well have
Hved without. I fpent fome time on Friday night in

converting with my people as I lay upon my bed

;

and found my foul refrelhed. This being Saturday,

1 difcourfed particularly with divers of the communi-
cants, and this afternoon preached from Zecb. xii,

10. There fcemed to be a tender melting, and hearty

mourning for iin in tlie congregation. My foul was
iq a comfortable frame, and I was myfelf, as well as

moft; of the congregation, much affe^ed with the

T humble
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liumble confcHion, and apparent broken^heartednefs

of a backjlider ; and could not but rejoice, that God
had given him fuch a fenfe of his fm and unwordii.

" nefs. I was extremely tired in the evening ; but lay-

on my bed, and difcourfed to my people.

Lord*s-day, OAober 5. I was ftill very weak

;

and in the morning afraid I fhould not be able to go
through the work of the day. I difcourfed before

the adminiftration of the facrament from John i. 29.

«• Behold the Lamb of God, that taketh away the fm

oi the wory." The divine prefence attended this

difcourfe ; and the affembly was confiderably melted.

After fermon I baptized two perfons, and then admi-

ni(i:ered the Lord's fupper to near forty communicants

of the Indians, befides divers dear chriftians of the

^hite people. It was a feafon of divine power and

l^race ; and numbers rejoiced in God. O, the fweet

union and harmony then -appearing among the reli-

gious people ! My foul was refreihed, and my friends,

of the white people, with me. After the facrament,

I could fcarcely get home ; but was fupported by

my friends, and laid on my bed ; where I lay in pain

till the evening: and then was able to. fit up and

difcourfe with my friends. O, how was this day fpent

in prayers and praifes among my dear people ! One

might hear them all the morning before public wor-

ihip, and in the evening till near midnight, praying

and fmging praifes to God, in one or other of their

houfes.

Saturday, Oftober 11. Towards night I was felz-

cd with an ague, which was followed with a hard

fever, and much pain : I was treated with great kind-

nefs, and was afhamed to fee fo much concern about

fo un^'orthy a creature. I was in a comfortable frame

of mind, wholly fubmiflive, with regard to life or

-death. It was indeed a peculiar fatisfa^.ion to me,

to think, that it was not my bufinefs to determine

whether I (hould live or die. I likewife felt pecu-

liarly fatisfied, while under this uncommon degree

of diforder ; being now fully convinced of my being

really unable to perform my work. Q, how precious

• . ii
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is time f And how guilty it makes me feel, when t
think I Iiave trifled away and mifcmploycd it, or

negle<^ed to till up each part of it with duty, to the

utmoft of mV ability

!

0«5lober J 9. 1 was willing either to die or live

;

but found it iiard to think of living ufelefs. O, that

I might V^ver live to be a burden to God's creation ;

but that I might be allowed to repair home, when my
fojourniinr work is done !

Friday, 0(5lober 24'. I fpcnt the day in overfeeing

and directing my people about mending their fence,

and feciiring their wheat.—I was fomewhat refrefhed

in the evening, having been able to do fomething
valuable in the day time. O, how it pains me, to

fee time pafs away, when 1 can do nothing to any
purpofe

!

Saturday, 06lober 25. I vHited fome of my peo-

ple : fpent fome time in writing, and ftrlt much better

in body, than ufual : when it was near night, I felt

fo well, that L had thoughts of expounding : but in-

the evening was much difordcred again, and fpcht the

night in coughing, and fpitting of blood;

Lord*s-day, Odlober 26. In the morning I was
exceedirig weak, and fpent the day till near night, in

pain to fee my poor people wandering asjheep nothai)-

K^ajhepherd. But towards night, finding myfelf a
little better, I called them- together to my lioufe, and
fatd own, and readi and expounded. Matt. v. 1-^16.

This difcourfe, though delivered m much weaknefs,

was attended with power ; efpecially what was fpoken

upon the laft of thefe verfes, where I infifted on the

infinite wrong done to religion, by having our light

become darknefsf in(lead of Jhining before men. As
many were deeply ^ffe<5ted with a fenfe of their defi-

ciency, in regard of a fpiritual converfation, and a
Ifpirit of concern and watchfulnefs feemed to be ex-

cited in them : fo there was one that had fallen into

dninkennefs, fome time before, who was now. deeply

pnvinced of his fin, and difcovered a great degree of
ief and concern on that account. My foul was re-

efhed to fee this. And though 1 had not ftrength to

\ T2 fpeak
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fpeak fo much as I would have done, but was obliged

to lie down on the bed : yet I rejoiced to fee fuch an

humble melting in the congregation ; and that divine

truths, though faintly delivered, were attended with

fo much efficacy.

Monday, Odiober 27. I fpent the day in directing

the Indians about mending the fence round their

wheat : and was able to walk with them, and contrive

their bufmefs all the forenoon. In the afternoon, I

was vifited by two dear friends, and fpent fome time

in converfation with them. Towards night I was able

to walk out, and take care of the Indians again.

Odober 28. I rode to Prince-Town, in a very weak

ftate : had fuch a violent fever, by the way, that I

was forced to alight at a friend's houfe, and lie down

for fome time. Near night I was vifited by Mr. Treat,

Mr. Beaty and his wife, and another friend : my fpi-

rits were refrefhed to fee them ; but I was furprifed,

and even afhamed, that they had taken fo much pains

as to ride thirty, or forty miles to fee me.
Saturday, November 1. I took leave of my friends

and returned home.
LordVday, November 2. I was unable to preach,

and fqa^cely able to fit up the whole day. I was

almoll iiink, to fee my poor people deftitute of the

means of grace ; and especially confidering they could

not read, and fo were under great difadvantages for

fpending the Sabbath comfortably. O, metbought,

I could be content to be fick, if my poor flock had

a faithtuj paftor to feed them. A view of their want

of this, was more affii<5live to me, than all my bodily

illnefs.

Monday, November 3. Being now in fo low a

ftate, thjat I was utterly incapable of performing my
"Work, and having little hope of recovery, unlefs by

much rjding, I tliougbt it my duty to take a journey

into N^w- England, I accordingly took leave of my
congregation this day.—Before I left my people, I

viiited them all in their refpedive hou(es, and dif-

courf^d to each one, as I thouglit moil fuitable for

t}>eir circumilances,, and found great freedom in lb

- doing:
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doing : I fcarce left one houfe but fome were in tears,

not only afFefted with my being about to leave them-
but with the folemn addrefles I made : for I was heir

ed to be fervent in fpirit. When 1 had thus gon^
through my congregation, (which took me moil of

tlie day,) and had taken leave of them, and of tlie

fchool, I rode about twa miles, to the houfe where I

lived in the fummer paft, and there lodged.

Tuefday, November 4. I rode to Woodbridge,
and lodged with Mr. Pierfon.

Wednefday, November 5. I rode to Elifabeth-

Town, intending as foon as poffible to profecute my
journey. But 1 was in an hour or two taken much
worfe.—For near a week I was confined to my cham-
ber, and moft of the time to my bed ; and then fo far

revived, as to be able to walk about the houfe j but
was ftill confined within doors.

1 was enabled to maintain a calm, compofed, and
patient fpirit, as I had from the beginning of my weak-
nefs. After I had been in Elifabeth-Town about a
fortnight, and had fo far recovered that I was able to

walk about the houfe upon a day of thankfgiving

kept in this place, I was enabled to recount the mer-
cies of God, in fuch a manner as greatly affedled me,
and filled me with thankfulnefs to God ; efpecially

for nis work of grace among the Indians, and the en-

largement of his kingdom. " Lord, glorify thyfelf !*•*

was the cry of my foul. O, that all people might love

and praife the blefTed God !

After this comfortable feafon, I frequently enjoyed

enlargement of foul in prayer for my dear congrega^

lion, very often for every family, and every perfon.

in particular ; and it was a great comfort to me, that

1 could pray heartily to God for thofe whom I was
not allowed to fee.

In the latter end of December, I grew ftill weak-
er, and coniinued to do fo, till the latter end of
January, 1746-7. And having a violent cough, a con-

fiderable fever, and no appetite for any manner of
food, I was reduced to fo low a ftate^ that my friends
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generally defpaired of my life ; and for fome time to-

gether, thought I could fcarce U^ a day to an end.

On Lord's-day, February 1. "If ye, being evil, know
Jiow to ^ive good gifts to your children, how much
more will your heavenly Father give the holy Spirit to

them that a(k him ?" This text I was helped to plead,

and faw the divine faithfulnefs engaged for dealing

with me better than any earthly parent can do with

lAs child. This feafon fo refreOied my foul, that my
body feemed alfo to be a gainer by it. And from this

time, I began gradually to amend. Ard ai I reco-

vered fome ftrenj»th, vigour, and fpirit, I found at

times fome life in the exercifes of devotion, and long-

ings after fpirituality and a life of ufefnlnefs.

On Tuefday, February 24. I was able to ride as

far as Newark, (having been confined within Eiifa-

beth-Town almoft four months,) and the w^y.t day re-

turned to Elifabeth-Town. My ipirits were fome-

"what refreflied with the ride, though my body was
weary.

On Saturday, February 28. I was vifited by an

Indian of my own congregation, who brought me
letters, and good news of the behaviour of my peo-

ple in general; this refrefhed my loul, and I could not

but retire and blefs God for his goodnef*.

Wcdnefday, March 11. Being kept in Elifabeth-

Town as a day of fafting and prayer, I was able to

attend public worfhip, which was the firft time fince

December 21. O, how much diftrefs did God carry

me through in this fpace of time ! But having ob-

tained help from him, I yet live. O, that I could

live to his gU>ry !

Thurfday, March 18. I rode to my people: and

on Friday morning walked about among them, and

inquired Into their (late and concerns ; pud found an

additional weight on my fpirits upon hearing Ibme

things difagreeeble. I endeavoured to go to God with

my diitrefles ; but notwithftanding my mind continu-

ed very gloomy. About ten o'clock, I called my peo-

ple together, and after having explained and fung.

a.pfalm, 1 prayed with them. There was a confide-

;.
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nble deal of affedion among them ; I doubt not, tlM
which was more than merely natural.

[This was the Iqft mterview that he ever had with

his people. About eleven o'clock the fame day, he

left them : and the next day came to £ltfabeth«

Town.]
Saturday, March 28. I was taken this morning

with a violent griping. Thefe pains were extreme

and condant, for feveral hours ; i'o that it feemed im-
poflible for me, without a miracle, to live twenty-

four hours. 1 lay confined to my bed, the whole

day : but it pleafed God to blefs means for the abate-

ment of my diftrefs. I was exceedingly weakened
by this pain, and continued fo for feveral days fol-

lowing. In this didre/fed cafe, Jeath appeared agreea-

ble to me ; as an entrance into a place ** where the

weary are at reft ;" and, I had fome relifli of the en-

tertainments of the Iieavenly ftate ; fo that by thefe

I was allured and drawn, as well as driven by the

fatigues of life. O, how happy it is, to be drawn by
defires of a ftate of perfedt holinefs.

Saturday, April 4. 1 was uneafy, by reafon of the

mifemployment of time ; and yet knew not what to

do ! I longed to fpend time in falling and prayer ;

but, alas, I had no bodily ilrength ! O, how bleffedi

a thing is it, to enjoy peace of coijfcience ! how
dreadful is a want of inward peace ! It is impofliblei

I find, to enjoy this happinefs without redeeming time,

and maintaining a fpiritual frame of mind.
Lord*3-day, April 5. It grieved me, to find my*

felf fo inconceivably barren. My foul thirfted for

grace ; but, alas, how. far was I from obtaining what
I faw fo excellent ! I was ready to defpair of ever

being holy ; and yet my foul was defirous oi following

hard after God } but never did I fee myfelf fo far from
having apprehended^ or being already perfe8. The Lord's
fupper being tliis day adminiflered : in the feafon of
conununion, I enjoyed warmth of afFedtion, and felt

a tender love to the brethren ; and, to the glorious Re-
deemer, the Jirji born among them. I endeavoured
then to bring forth mine and his enemies^ zxidijlay. them

before
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before him ; and found great freedom in begging deli-

verance from this fpiritual death, as well as in afking

favours for my friends, and congregatioui and the

church of Chrill in general.

Friday, April 17. In the evening, God helped

me to ** draw near to the throne of grace,*' and gave

me a fenfe of his favour, which gave me inexpreflible

fupport and encouragement ; I could not but rejoice,

that ever God fiiould dilcover his reconciled face to

fuch a vile finner. Shame and confufion, at times,

covered me ; and then hope, and Joy, and admira-

tion of divine goodnefs.

Tuefday, April 21. I fet out on my journey for

New-England j I travelled to New-York, and there

lodged.

[This proved his final departure from NewJerfey.

—He travelled flowly, and arrived among his friends

at Eall-Haddam, about the beginning of May.]
Lord's-day, May JO. [At Had Lime.] I could

not but feel gratitude to God, that he had always dif-

pofed me, in my miniftry, to infift on the great doc-

trines of regeneratiotit a new creaturcy faith in Chriftt pro-

grejjive fandificatiorii fupreme love to God, living entirely to

the glory of God, being not our own, and the like. God has

helped me to fee, from time to time, that thefe, and

the like dodlrines, necefTarily connected with them,

are the only foundation of fafety and falvation for pe.

riftiing fmners ; and that thofe divine difpofitions

which are confonant hereto, are that holineft, ** with-

out which no man (hall fee the Lord :" the exercife

of thefe God-like tempers, wherein the foul adts in a

kind of concert with God, and would be and do

every thing that is pleafmg to God ; this, I faw,

would (land by the foul in a dying hour : for God
muft deny himfelf, if he caft away his own image, even

the foul that is one in defires with himfelf.

Lord's-day, May 17. Though I felt much dul-

nefs this week ; yet I had fome glimpfes of the

excellency of divine things ;. and efpecially one morn-

ing, the beauty of holinefs, as a likenefs to the glorious

God> was fo difcovered to me^ that I longed earned-
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If to be in that world where linlniefs dwells in per*

fct^ion, th;>t I might pleafe G(mJ» live entirely to

him, and glorify him to the utmoft (Iretch of my
capacities.

Lord's-day, May 24. [At Long-Meadow in Spring-

field.] 1 could not but thinic, as I have often remark-

ed to others, that much more of true religion confifts in

Jeep humiiity, brijenne/i of heart, and an abaftng fenje of
latant of holinefs, than moii who are called chri/iiaMf

imagine.

[On Thurfday, May 28. He came from Long-
Meadow to Northampton, appearing vaftly better than

he had been in the winter ; indeed fo well, that be
was able to ride twenty-Bve miles in a day, and to

walk half a mile ; but yet he was undoubtedly, at that

tiir.e, in a conHrmed, incurable confumplion.

I had much opportunity before this, of particular

information concerning him, but now I had opportu-

nity for a more full acquaintance with him. 1 found
him remarkably fociable, pleafant, and entertaining

in his converfation ; yet folid, favoury, fpiritual, and
very profitable ; appearing meek, moded, and hum-
ble, far from any ftiffnefs, morofenefs, fuperftttious

demurenefs, or affe^ed Angularity in fpeech or be-

haviour. We enjoyed not only the benefit of his

converfation, but had the comfort of hearing him
pray in the family, from time to time. His manner
of praying was becoming a worm of the duft, and a
difciple of Chrift addreffing to an infinitely great and
holy God, and Father of meircies ; not with florid

expreflions, or a (ludied eloquence; not with any
intemperate vehemepce, or indecent boldnefs ; at the

greateft diftance from any appearance of oflentation,

and from every thing that might look as though he
meant to recommend himfelf to thofe that were about

him, or fet himfelf oflF' to their acceptance ; free from
vain repetitions, without im^evtinent excurfions, or

needlefs multiplying of words. He exprefled him-
felf with the ftridtell propriety, with weight and pun-
gency ; and yet what his lips uttered feemed to flow

from the fulnefs of his hearty as deeply imprefled with

a great

I,
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a great and folemn fenfe, of our neceffities, unworthr.
riefs, and dependence, and of God's infinite greatnefs,

excellency, and fufficiency, rather than merely front

a warm and fruitful brain. And I know not, that

ever I heard him fo much as a(k a blefllng, or re-

turn thanks at table, but there was fomething re-

markable to be obferved both in the hiatter and man-
ner of the performance. In his prayers he infifted

mnch on the profperity of Zion, the advancement of

Chrift's kingdom in the world, and the flourifliing

and propagation of religion among the Indians. And
he generally made it one petition in his prayer, " that

we might not outlive our ufefulnefs."]

This week he confulted Dr. Matherj at my houfe,

concerning his illnefs ; who plainly told him there

were great evidences of his being in a confirmed con*

fumption, and that he could give him no encourage-

ment, that he fhould ever recover. But it feemed not

to occafion the lead difcompofure in him, nor to make
any alteration as to the freedom and pleafantnefs of his

converfation.]

Lord's-day, June ?• My foul was fo drawn forth,

this day, by what I heard of the " exceeding pre-

cioufneis of the grace of God's Spirit," that it almoft

overcame my body ; I faw that true grace is exceed-

ing precious indeed ; that it is very rare ; and that

there is but a very fmall degree of it, even where the

reality of it is to be found.

In the preceding week, I enjoyed fome comforta-

ble feafons of meditation. One morning the caufe

of God appeared exceeding precious to me : I faw
alfo, that God has an infinite greater concern for

it, than I could poffibly have ; that if 1 have any

true love to this blefled intereft, it is only a drop de-

rived from that octan j hence, I was ready t& ** lift

up my head with joy ; and conclude, " Well, if

God's caufe be fo dear and precious to him, he will

promote it."

[He was advifed by phyficians ftill to continue

riding, as what would tend to prolong his life. He
was at a lofs for fome time which way to beild his

courfe J



rortlir-

atnefs,

r from
t, that

,
or re-

ng re-

i man-
infifted

nent of

irifhing

. And
, « that

f houfcf

n ther'i

tied an*

;ouragf>

tned not

to make
ifs of his

m. forth,

ng pre.

almoft

exceed-

ind that

here the

imforta-

le caufe

: I faw

ern for

onimue
Fe. He
leild his

courfe
't

( 227 )
_

courfe; but finally determined to ride to Boflon ; we
having concluded that one of this family (hould go
with him, and be helpful to him in his low ftate.]

Tuefday, June 9. I fet out on a journey from
Northampton to Bofton.

Having now continued to ride for fome confidera-

ble time, I felt myfelf much better, and I founds
that in proportion to tlie profpedt I had of being re-

(tored to a ^ate of ufefulnefs, fo I defired the con-

tinuance of life: but death appeared, inconceivably

more defirable to me than a ufelefs life ; yet blefled

be God, I found my heart fully refigned to this

greateft of aflli<aions, if Grod faw fit thus to deal with

me.

Friday, July 12. I arrived in Bofton this day, fomf>-

what fatigued with my journey. There is no refl^

but in God : fatigues of body, and anxieties of mind,
attend us, both in town and country.

OnThurfday, June 18. I was taken exceeding ill,

and brought to the gates of death, by the breaking of
fmall ulcers in my lungs, as my phyfician fuppofed.

In this extreme weak ftate I continued feveral weeks, *

and was frequently fo low, as to be utterly fpeech*

lefs ; and even after I had fo far revived, as to ftep

out of doors, I was exercifed every day with a faint

turn, which continued ufually four or five hours ; at

which times, though I could fay Tes or No, yet I

could not fpeak one fentence, without making ftops

I
for breath ; and divers times in this feafon, my
friends gathered round my bed, to fee me breathe my
laft. .

How I was, the firft day or two of my illnefs, with

I

regard to the exercife of reafon, I fcarcely know

;

but the third day, and conftantly afterwards, for

libur or five weeks together, I enjoyed as much ferenity

I
of mind, and clearnefs of thought, as perhaps 1 ever

did in my life; and I think, my mind never pene-

trated with fo much eafe and freedom into divine

things, and 1 never felt fo capable of demonftrating

die truth of many important doftrines of the gofpel as

now.
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As God was pleafed to afford me clearnefs of{

thought almoft continually, for feveral weeks toge-l

ther; fo he enabled me, in fome meafure, to employ
i

my time to valuable purpofes. 1 was enabled to]

write a number of important letters, to friends in re-

' mote places : and fometimes I wrote when I was I

fpeechlefs, i, e, unable to maintain converfation with

anybody.—Befides this, I had many vlfitants ; with

-whom, when I was able to fpeak, I always converfedl

of the things of religion 5 and was peculiarly affiftedl

'in diftinguifliing between true 9x\6.falfe religion. And!

efpecially, I difcourfed repeatedly on the nature and|

fieceffity of that humiliation^ felf-emptinefsi or full con-

virion of a perfon's being utterly undone in himfelfj

which is neceflFary in order to a faving faithy and the

extreme difficulty of being brought to this, and thel

great danger there is of pcrfons taking up with fome

felf-righteous appearances of it. The danger of this ll

«fpeciaUy dwelt upon, being perfuaded that multil

tudes p^rifh in tliis hidden way ; and becaufe fo litde

• is faid from moil pulpits to difcover any danger here;

ib that perfons being never effedlually brought to die

to themfelves, are never truly united to Chrift.

alfo difcourfed much on what 1 take to be the eflence

of true religion, that God-like temper and difpofitioii

of foul, and that holy converfation and behavioun

that may juftly claim the honour of having God foo

Us original and patron. 1 have reafon to hope God

blelled my difcourfmg to fome, both miniflers ancj

people ; fo that my time was not wholly loft.

[Alfo the honouiable Commiffioners in Bofton, o|

the incorporated fociety in London for propagating

the gofpel in New.£ngland, and parts adjacent, harl

ing a legacy of the late Di ~*aniel Williams of Lonj

don, for the fupport of two miffionaries to the Heal

th'^n, were pleafed, while he was in Bofton, t(f

confult him about a mifliun to thofe Indians calle

the Six Nations ; and were fo fatisfied with his fentij

ments on this head, and had that confidence in hij

faithfulnefs, and judgment, that they defired him t|

recoi
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recommend a couple of per bns fit to be employed in

diis bufinefs. >

Mr. Brainerd's reftoration from his extremely low
ftate in Bofton, fo as to go abroad again and to tra-

vel, was very unexpected to him and his friends.

My daughter who was with him, writes thus con-
cerning him, in a letter, dated June 23.——" On
Thurfday, he was very ill of a violent fever,

and extreme pain in his head and breaft, and, at

turns, delirious. So he remained till Saturday
evening, when he feemed to be in the agonies of
death : the family was up with him till one or two
o'clock, expedting every hour would be his laft. On
Sabbath-day he was a little revived, his head was
better, but very full of pain, and exceeding fore

at his breaft, much put to it for breath. Yefterday

he was better upon all accounts. Laft night he flept

but little. This morning he is much worfe. Dr,
Pynchon fays, he has no hopes of his life ; nor does

he think it likely he will ever come out of his cham-
ber."

His phyfician, Jofeph Pynchon, Efq. when he vi-

fited him in Bofton, attributed his fmking fo fuddenly

into a ftate fo nigh unto death, to the breaking of

ulcers, that had been long gathering in his lungs,

and there difcharging and diffufing their purulent

matter; which, while nature was labouring and
ftraggling to throw oflF, (that could be done no
otherwife, than by a gradual ftraining of it through

the fmall veftels of thofe vital parts,) this oc-

cafioned an high fever, and violent coughing, and
threw the whole frame of nature into the utmoft

diforder ; but fuppofed, if the ftrength of nature, held

till the lungs had this way, gradually cleared them-

felves of this putrid matter, he might revive, and
continue better, till new ulcers gathered and broke.

But he thought he would furely fmk again ; and that

there was no hope of his recovery ; but (as he exprefled

himfelf to one of my neighbours) he was as certainly

a dead man, as if he were (hot through the heart.
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It was Co ordered in divine providence, that the

ftrength of nature held out through this great con-

fli(5t, {o as juft to eicape the grave at that turn : and
then he revived, to the aftoniftiment of all that knew
his cafe.

After he began. to revive, he was vifited by his

youngeft brother^ Mr. Ifrad Brainerd, a ftudent at

Yale-coflege, who having heard of his extreme ill-

nefs, went from thence to Bofton, in order to fee

him.
This vifit was attended with a mfxture of joy and

forfow to Mr. Brainerd. He greatly rejoiced to fee

his brother, efpecially becaufe he had defircd an op-

j)ortunity of fome religious converfation with him be-

fore he died. But this meeting was attended with

forrbw, as his brother brought to him the tidings of

his Cider Spencer's death at Had^am } a filler, be-

tween whom and him had long fubfifted a peculiar

d'iar afiedion, and much intimacy in fpiritual mat-

ters. He had heard nothing of her licknefs till this

report of her death, But he had thefe comforts toge-

ther with the tidings, a confidence of her being gone

to heaven, and an ekpedation of his foon meeting

lier there.—His brotheir continued with him till he

left the town, and came with him from thence to

Northampton.
[Concerning the laft Sabbath Mr. Brainerd ipent at

fibfton, he writes in his diary as follows.]

Lord*s-day, July 19. I was juft able to attend pub-

lic worfliip, beinig. carried to the houfe of God in a

chaife. Lheard Dr. iS»ewall preach in the forenoon*,

partook of the Lord's fupper at this time. 1a the fa-

crament, I faw aftonifhing ivifdom difplayed ; fuch

wifdom as required the tongues of angels and glorified

faints to celebrate ; it feemed to me I never fhould do

any thing at adoring the infinite tvifdom of God difco-

.vered in the contrivance of man's redemption, until I

arrived at a world of perfeftion ; yet I could not help

ftriving to ** call upon my fou|« and all within me,
j

to bl^fs the haixie of Gbd."
[Thf
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[The next day he fet out in the cool of the after-

noon, on his journey to Northampton, attended by
his brother, and my daughter that went with him to

Bofton ; and would have been accompanied out of

the town by a number of gentlemen, had not his

averfion to any thing of pomp and fliew prevented

it.]

Saturday, July 25. I arrived here (at Northamp-
ton) having fet out from Bofton on Monday, about

four oVlock P. M. In this journey, I rode about fix-

teen miles a day, one day with another. I was fome-
times extremely tired, fo that it feemecl impoflible for

me to proceed any further : at other times I was con-

fiderably better, and felt fome freedom both of body
and mind.

Lord*s-day, July 26. This day, I faw clearly, that

God himfelf could not make me happy unlofs 1 could

be in a capacity to ** pleafe and glorify him for ever ;

take away thist ^nd admit me into all the fine hea-

vens that can be conceived by men or angels, and 1

IhoulJ ftill be miferable for ever.

[Though he nad fo far revived, as to be able to

travel thus far, yet he manifefted no expeflation of
recovery : he fuppofed, as his phyfician did, that his

beine; brought fo near to death at Bofton, was owing
to the breaking of ulcers in his lungs : he told me
that he had had feveral fuch ill turns before, only

not to fo high a degree, but as he fuppofed, owing
ta the fame caufe ; and that he was brought low^er and
low^r every time ; and it appeared to him, that in

his laft ficknefs'(in Bofton) he was brought as low as

poftible^ and yet alive : and that he had not the leaft

expeftation of furviving the next return of this break*

ing of ulcers ; bnt ftill appeared perfedly calm.

On Wednefday morning, the week after he came
to Northampton, he took leave of his brother Ifraelj^

never expe<5ling to fee him again in this world.

When Mr. Brainerd came hither, he had fo much
ftrength as to be able, from.day to day, to ride out,

two Or three miles, and to return ; and fometimes to
'
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pray in the family ; but from this time he fenfibly

decayed, and became W( aker and weaker.

While he was here, his converfation from firft to

lad was much on the fame fubje<fts as it had been in

Bofton : he was much in fpeaking of the nature of

true religion of heart and pradice, as diftinguiflied

from its various counterfeits ; exprefling hijs great con-

cern, that the latter did fo much prevail in many
places. He often manifefted his great abhorrence of

all fuch dodrines and principles in religion, as in any

wife favoured of, and had any (though but a remote)

tendency to Antinomianifm ; of all fuch notions as

feemed to diminifli the neceiTity of holinefs of life,

or to abate men's regard to the commands of God,

and a ilridt, diligent, and univerfal practice of vir.

tue, under a pretence of depreciating our works,

and magnifying God's free grace. He fpake often,

with much deteftation, of fuch difcoveries and joys

as have nothing of the nature o£ fanSificition in them,

and do not tend to (Iridlnefs, tendernefs, and dili*

gence in religion, and meeknefs and benevolence to.

ward mankind : and he alfo declared, that he looked

on fuch pretended humility as worthy of no regard,

that was not manifefted by modejly of condu3 and conver*

fation*

After he came hither, as long as he lived, he was

much in fpeaking of the future profperity of Zion,

that is fo often promifed in fcripture ; and his mind

feemed to be carried forth with intenfe defires, that

religion might fpeedily revive and flourifh ; yea, the

nearer death advanced, dill the more did his mind

ieem to be taken up with this fubjed. . He told me,

when near his end, that '* he never in all his life

had his mind fo led forth in defires and eameft pray-

ers for the flouriOiing of Chrifi's kingdom on earth, as

fince he was brought fo exceedingly low at Bofton,"

He feemed much to wonder, that there appeared

no more of a difpoHtion in minifters and people to

pray for the flouriihing of religion through the world

;

that fo little a part of their prayers was generally ta-

ken
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ten up about it, in. their families, and elfewhere

:

and particularly, he leveral times exprefled his won-
der, that there appeared no more forwardnefs to

comply with the propofal lately made, in a memorial
from a number of minifters in Scotland, and fent

over into America, for united extraordinary prayer^ a-

mong Chrift*s minifters and people, for the coming of
ChrijVs kingdom : and he fent as his dyinp advice to his

own congregation^ that they fliould praftife agreeably to

that propofal.*

Though he was exceedingly weak, yet there appear-

ed in him a continual care well to employ time, and
fill it up with fomething that might be profitable ; ti-

ther profitable conversation, or writing letters to ab-

fent friends, or noting fomething in his diary, or

looking over his former writings, corre<5ling them,

and preparing them to be left in the hands of others

at his death, or giving fome directions concerning a
future management of his people, or employment in

facred devotions. He feemed never to be eafy, how-
ever ill, if he was not doing fomething for Cod, or

in his iervice.

In his diary for Lord*s-day, Auguft 16, he fp^aks

of his having fomuch refrefliment of foul in thehoufe

of God, that it feemed alfo to refrefti his body. And
this is not only noted in his diary, but was very ob-
fervable to others; it was very apparent, not only,

that his mind was exhilarated with in.vard confola-

tion, but alfo that his animal fpirits and bodjly

ftrength were remarkably reftored. But this was
the lad time that ever he attended public worjQiip on
the Sabbath.

'
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• Hi« congregation, since this, have with great cheerful-

ness and unanimity fallen in with this advice, and have prac-

tised agreeably to the proposal from Scotland; and have at

times appeared with uacommon enjfagedne»<H and fervency of:

spirit in their united devotions, pursuant to that proposal.
'^

Also the presbyteries of New- York, and New-Brunswick, since

this, have with one consent, fallen in with tne proposal, as

^ewiie some others of God's people in these parts.
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On Tuefday morning that week (I being abfent on
a journey) he prayed with my family ; but not with-

out much difficulty ; and this was the lall family

prayer that ever he made.
He had been wont, till now, frequently to ride out,

two or three miles ; but this week, on Thurfday, was

the laft time he ever did fo.]

Lord*s-day, Auguft 23. This morning I was con-

fiderably refrefhed with the thought, yea, the ex-

pedlation of the enlargement of Chrifl's kingdom ; and I

could not but hope, the time was at hand, when Ba-

bylon the great would fall, and rile no more. I was

unable to attend public worftiip : but God was pleafed

to afford me fatisfaftion in divine thoughts. Nothing

fo refrelhes my foul, as when I can go to God, yea,

to God my exceeding joy.

In this week paft, I had divers turns of inward re-

frefliing, though my body was inexpreffibly weak«

Sometimes my foul centered in God, as my only por-

tion ; and I felt that I fliould be for ever unhappy,

if he did not reign. 1 faw the fweetnefs and happi-

nefs of being his fubjedl, at his difpofal. Thii made
all my difficulties quickly vanifti.

[Till this week he had been wont to lodge in a

room above flairs j but he now grew fo weak, that

he was no longer able to go up flairs and down. Fri-

day, Auguft 28, was the laft time he ever went above

flairs, henceforward he betook himfelf to a lower

room.
• On Wednefday, September 2. Being the day of

our public ledure, he feemed to be refreflied with

feeing the neighbouring minifters, and expreffed a

great defire once more to go to the houfe of God : and

accordingly rode to the meeting, and attended divine

fervice, while the Reverend Mr. Woodbridge of

Hatfield preached. He fignified that he fuppofed it

to be the laft time that ever he ihould attend the pub-

lic worlhip, as ic proved. And indeed it was the

laft time that ever he went out at our gate alive.

On
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On the Saturday evening next following, he wai
unexpeftedly vifited by his brother Mr. John Brai-

nerd. He was much refrefhed by this unexpedled

yifit, this brother being particularly dear to him ; and
he feemed to rejoice in a devout manier, to fee him,
and to hear the comfortable tidings he brought con-

cerning the (late of his dear Indians. A circum-

ftance of this vifit, that he was exceeding glad of,

was, that his brother brought him fome of nis private

writings from New-Jerfey, and particularly his diary

that he had kept for many years paft.]

Lord*s-day, September 6. I began to read fome of

my private writings, which my brother brought me

;

and was confiderably retrefhed with what I met with

in them.

Monday, September 7. I proceeded further in

reading my old private writings, and found they had
the fame effe<S upon me as before : I could not but
rejoice and blefs God for what paffed long ago,
which without writing had been entirely loft.

This evening, when I was in great diftrefs of body,
my foul longed that God (hould be glorified : 1 faw
there was no heaven but this. I could not but fpeak
to the by-ftanders then, of the only happinefs, viz,

pleafing God. O, that 1 could ever live to God !

The day, I truft, is at hand, the perfecft day : O, the

day of deliverance from all fin.

Lord's-day, September 13. I was much refreflied

and engaged in meditation and writing, and found
a heart to aft for God. My fpirits were refrelhed,

and my foul delighted to do fomething for God.
[On the evening following that Lord's-day, his feet

began to fwell, which thenceforwards fwelled more
and more : a fymptom of his dilfolution coming on.

The next day his brother left him, being obliged

to return to New-Jerley on fome bufmefs of great im-
portance, intending to return again with all poffible

fpeed, hoping to fee his brother yet once more iu

the land of tlie living.

Mr.
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Mr. Braincrd, having bow with much deliberation

confidered the important affair forementioned, left

with him by the honourable commiffioners in Bofton,

viz. the recommending two perfons proper to be em-
ployed as midlonaries to the Six Nations : he about

this time wrote a letter, recommending two young
gentlemen of his acquaintance Mr. Elihu Spencer of

Eaft-Haddrim, and Mr. Job Strong of Northampton.

The commiflioners on the receipt of this letter, unani-

nioufly a[!;reed to accept of the perforis he had recom-

mended.
He alfo this week, wrote a letter to a gentleman

in Bofton, relating to the grov/th of the Indian fchool,

and the need of another fchool-mafter. The gentle-

men, on the rectipt of this letter, had a meeting, and

agreed with cheerfulnefs to give 200/. (in bills of the

old.tvnor,) for the fupport of another fchool-mafter;

and defired the Reverend Mr. Pemberton of New-York,

as foon as potfible to procure a fuitable perfon for

that fervice ; and alfo agreed to allow 75/. to defray

fome fpecial charges that were requifite to encourage

the million to the Six Nations.

Mr. Brainerd, fpent himfelf much in writing thofe

letters, being exceedingly weak : but it feemed to be

much to his fatisfadlion, that he had been enabled to

do it ; hoping that it was fomething done for God,
and which might be for the advancement of Chrift*s

kingdom and glory. In writing the laft of thefe let-

ters, he was obliged to ufe the hand of another, not

being able to write himfelf.

On the Thurfday of this week, (September 17,) was

the laft time that ever he went out of his lodging-

room. That day, he was again vilited by his brother

Ifrael, who continued v.'ith him thenceforward till

his death. On that evening he was taken with fome-

thing of a diarrhea ; which he looked upon as another

fign of his approaching death ; whereupon he exprefl*-

ed himfelf thus, " O, the glorious time is now com-

ing I I have longed to ferve God perfe<5tly : now
God will gratify thofe defires V* And from time to

' time>
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time, at the feveral new fymptoms of his di/Tolutioi,

he was fo far from being damped, that he fcemcd to
be animated ; as being glad at the appearances of
death's approach. He often ufed the epithet, glorious^

when fpeaking of the day of his deaths calling it that

glorious day. And as he faw his diffolution gradually
approaching, he was much in talking about it, and
alfo fettling all his affairs ; very particularly and
minutely giving dire<Stions concerning what he would
have done. And, the nearer death approached, the

more defirous he feemed to be of it. He feveral

times fpake of the different kinds of nvWlngnefs to die

;

and fpoke of it as a mean kind of willingnefs to die,

to be willing to leave the 'body only to get rid of
pain.

Saturday, September 19. White I attempted to

walk a little, my thoughts turned thus ; <* How in-

finitely fweet is it, to love God, and be all for him 1"

Upon which it was fuegefted to me, " You are not
an angel, lively and aftive." " To which my foul im-
mediately replied, I as (incerely defire to love and
glorify God, as an angel in heaven." Up6n which
it was fuggefted again, " But you are filthy, and not
fit for heaven." Hereupon inftantly appeared the

bleffed robes of Chrift's righteoufneft, which I could

not but exult and triumph in ; and I viewed the in-

finite excellency of God, and my foul even broke

with longings, that God fhould be glorified, I thought
of dignity in heaven : but inftantly the thought re-

turned, " I do not go to heaven to get honour, but

to give all pofHble glory and praife." O, how I

longed that God (hould be glorified on earth alfo

!

0, I was made for eternity, if God might be glo-

rified ! Bodily pains I cared not for ; though I was
then in extremity, I never felt eafier 5 I felt willing

to glorify God in that ftate, as long as he pleafed. The
grave appeared really fweet, and I longed to lodge

my weary bones in it : but O, that God might be

florijed! this was the burden of all my cry. O, I

kiiew> I fhould be affive as an angel, in heaven ; and
tliat

I 'I
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that I fliould be ftrlppeJ of my fUhy garments !—

^

But O, to love and praifi God more, to praif' him
for ever ! this my loul panted after, and even now
pants for while I write. O, that God might be glori-

Jied in the whole earth ! " Lord, let thy k'ngtlom

come." I longed for a fpirit of preaching to dtl'cend

and reft on mintfterj, that they might addrefs the con-

fciences of men with clofenefs and power. I faw,

God had the refidue of the Spirit ;" and my foul

loneed it fhould be " poured from on high." I

could not but plead with God for my dear congre-

gation, that he would preferve it, and not fufFer hit

great name to lofe its glory in that work ; my foul Hilt

longing, that God might be glorified.

[In the evening, " his mouth fpake out of the

abundance of his heart," expreffing in a very af-

fefting manner much the fame things as are written

in his diary : and among many other extraordinary

expreffions, were thefe ;
" My heaven is to plea/e God,

to glorijv him, and to give all to him, and to be-

wholly devoted to his' glory ; that ts the heaven I

lone for ; this is my religion, and that is my hapfinefs:

it always was, ever Hnce I had any true religion *,

and all thofe that are of that religion fhall meet me in

heaven.—-—I do not go to heaven to be advanced,

but to give honour to God. It is no matter where I

(hall be ftationed in heaven, whether I have a high

or a low feat there \ but to love, and praife, and

glorify God in all : had I a thoufandfouls, if they were

worth any thing, I would give them all to God

;

but I have nothing to give, when all is done. It

is impoffible for any rational cre;^iture to be happy

without afting all for God .» God himfelf could nat

make him happy any other way.——I long to be

in heaven, pralfing and glorifying God with the holy

angels; all my defire is to glorify God. My
heart goes out to \he hurying-place : it feems tome a

defirable place j but O, to glorij^ God ! that is it ; that

is above all.——It is a great comfort to me, to think

tlut I have done a little for God In the world : O i>
it
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it IS but a very/mall matter
; yet I have done a little $

and I lament it, that I have not done more for him.
—There is nothing in the world worth living for>

but doing good ^nd ^nj/hing God*s tuork, I fee nothing
tlfe in the world, that can yield any fatisfa(5lion,

hefides living to GmI, pletijing him, and doing his nvholt

<ui7/.——My greateft joy and comfort has been, to

do fomething for promoting the intereft of religion,

and the fouls of particular perfons : and wow, in my
illnefs, while I am full of pain and diftrefs, from
day to day, all the comfort I have, is in being able

to do fomc little char (or fmall piece of work) /or God;
either by fomething that I ifay, or writing, or feme
other way.
[He intermingled with ihefe and other like ex-

preffions, many pathetic coun/els to thofe that were
about him ; particularly to my children and fervants.

He applied himfelf to fome of my younger children

at this time ; calling them to him, and fpeaking to

tliem one by one ; fetting before them in a very

plain manner, the nature of true piety, and its great

importance ; earneftly warning them not to reft in

any thing Ihon of that true and thorough change of
heart, and a life devoted to God ; counfelling them
not to be flack in the great bufinefs of religion, nor
in the leaft to delay it : enforcing his counfels with

tkis, that his words were the words of a dying man.

Said he. " I fhall die here, and here fhall I be bu-
ried, and here you will fee my grave, and do you
remember what I have faid to you. 1 am going into

eternity : and it is fweet to me to think of eternity

;

the endleffnefs of it makes it fweet : but O, whac
(hall I fay to the eternity of the wicked/ I cannot

mention it, nor think of it ; the thought is too dread-

ful. When you fee my grave, then remember what
1 faid to you when I was alive ; then think with
j^ourfelf, how that man that lies in that .grave, coun^

felled and warned me to prepare for death."

His body feemed to be marvelloufly ftrengthened,

llirough the inward rigour of his mindi fo that, al-

lliough.
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though, before he was fo weak he could hardly utter

a fentence, yet now, he continued his mod affedling

difcourfe for more than an hour, with fcarce any

mtermiffion ; and faid of it, when he had done, " it

was the la ft fermon that ever he (hould preach."

[It appears by what is noted in his diary, both of

this day and the evening preceding, that his mind

was at this time much imprelTed with a fenfe of the

importance of the work of the miniftry, and the need

of the grace of God, and his fpecial affiftance in this

work : and it alfo appeared in what he exprefled in

converfation ; particularly in his difcourfe to his bro-

ther Ifrael, who was then a member of Yale-college,

at New-Haven ; and had been profecuting his iludieg

there, to that end, that he might be fitted for the

work of the miniftry, and was now with him. He
now, and from time to time, recommended to hit

brother a life of felf-denial, of weanednefs from the

world, and devotednefs to God, and an earned en-

deavour to obtain nmch of the grace of God's Spirit,

and God's gracious influence on his heart ; reprefent.

ing the great need which minifters ftand in of them,

and the unfpeakable benefit of them from his own
experience. Among many other exprefliions, he faid,

<' When minifters feel . thefe gracious influences on

their hearts, it wonderfully aflifts them to come at the

confciences of men, and as it were to handle them

with hands ; whereas, without them, whatever reafon

and oratory we make ufe of, we do but make ufe of

dumps inftead of hands."]

Monday, September 21. I began to correft a little

volume of my private writings ; God, I believe, re-

markably helped me in it : my ftrength was fur-

prifingly lengthened out, and my thoughts quick and

lively, and my foul refreflied, hopin? it might be a

work for God, O, how good, how ^eet is it to la-

bour for God

!

Tuefday, September 22. I was again employed in

reading and correAing, and had the fame fuccefs,

as
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as the day before. I was exceeding weak ; but it

ijeemed to refreHi my foul thus to fpend time.

Wednefday September 23. 1 finifhed my cor-

fedtions of the little piece forementioned, and felt

uncommonly peaceful. It feemed as if I had now
done all my work m this world* and (leod ready for

my call to a better. As long as I fee any thing to bo
done for God, life is worth having : but O, how
vain and unworthy it is, to live for any lower end !

Friday, September 25. This day I was unfpeaka-

bly weak, and little better than fpeechlefs all the day

:

however, I was able to write a little, and felt com-
fortably. O, it refrefhed my foul, to think of for-

mer things, of defires to glorify God, of the plea-

fures of living to him !
** O, my dear God, I am

fpeedily cqming to thee, I hope, haden the day, O
XiOrd, if it be thy bleffed will : O come, Lord Jefus,

jcome quickly. Amen.***
[September 27. He felt an unufu^ appetite to

food ; with which his mind feemed to be exhilaratedf

as a fign of the very near approach of death ; he faid

^pon it, " I was born qn a.. Sabbath-day ; and I have
reafon to think I was new-born on a Sabbath-day ; and
.1 hope I fhall die on xK\s Sabbathrday ; I (hall look

upon it as a favour, if it may be the will of God that

it (hould be fo : I long for the time. O, why is the

ehariot /o iott0 i/i eomifig? why tarry the wheels of his cha^

riot ? I am very willing to part with all : 1 am wil-

ling to part with my dear brother John, and never

to fee him again, to go to be for ever with the Lord.

0, when I go there, how will God*s dear church

on earth be upon my mind l^' .

Afterwards the fame morning, being alked how
he did? he anfwered. " 1 am almoil in eternity: I

Jojig to be there. My work is done : I have done

W with

* This wai the last that ever he wrote in hU diary with

his own hand : though it it continued a little farther, in a

Asroken manner} written by hii brother hran; hut indicted

V>y iiis mouth. .
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with all my friends : all the world is nothing to me,
I long to be in heaven, praifing and glorifying God with

the holy angtU : all my de(ire is to glorify God."
During the whole of thefe lad two weeks of his

life, he feemed to continue loofe from all the world,

as having done his work, and done with all things

here below, having nothing to do but to die, and
abiding in an earneft defire and expeftation of the

happy monAent, when his foul fhould take its flight,

and go to a ftate of perfedlion, of holinefs, and perfeft

glorifying and enjoying God. He faid, " That the

confideration of the day of death, and the day of

judgment, had a long time been peculiarly fweet to

him." He from time to time fpake of his being wil-

ling to leave the body and the world immediately

that moment, if it was the will of God. He alfo

was much in exprefling his longings, that the church

of Chriil on earth might flourifh, and Chrifl's king,

dom here might be advanced, notwithftanding he was
about to leave the earth, and (hould not with his eyes

behold the defirable event. He faid to me, one

morning. " My thoughts have been employed on the

old dear theme, the profperity of God's church on earth.

As 1 waked out of fleep, I was led to cry for the

pouring out of God's fpirit, and the advancement of

Chrift's kingdom, which the dear Redeemer did, and

fu^ered fo much for. It is that efpecially makes me
long for it."

He once told me, that ** he had formerly longed

for the out pouring of the Spirit of God, and the

glorious times of the church, and hoped they were

coming r and (hould have been willing to have lived

to promote religion at thtit time, if that had been the

will of God ; but (fays he) I am willing it (hould

be as it is : I would liot have the choice to make

for myfo^f, for ten thoufaud worlds." He cxpreired

on his death-bed u full perfuafion that he (hould in

heaven^ fee the pro(perity of the church on earth,

and (hould rejoice with Chrift therein ; and the con-

fideration
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fideration of it feexned to be highly pleafing to his

mind.

He alfo Rill dwelt much on the great importance

of the work of miniften ; and expre/Ted his longings,

that they might he Jiiled with the Spirit of God; and
manifefted much defire to fee fome of the neighbour-

ing minifters, whom he had fome acquaintance with^

that he might converfe freely with them on that fub-

]e£t before he died. And it fo happened, that he .

had opportunity with fome of them, according to his

defire.

Another thing that lay much on his heart, and
that he fpake of, from time to time, in thefe near

'

appproaches of death, was the fpiritual profperity of

his own congregation ; and when he fpake of them,

it was with peculiar tendernefs, fo that his fpeech '

would be prefently interrupted and drowned with
tears.

He ' Ifo exprefTed much fatisfa<5tion in the difpo-

iiils c' -idence, with regard to the circumftances

of his '/fr ^c ; particularly that God had before his

death given him the opportunity he had in Bofton,

with fo many confiderable perfons, minifters, and
others, to give in his teftiraony for God, and againft .

falfe religion ; and there to lay before charitable

gentlemen, the ftate of the Indians, to fo good effed

:

and that God had fmce given him opportunity to

write to them further concerning thefe affairs; and
to write other letters of importance, that he hoped
might be of good influence with regard to the ftate

of religion among the Indians, and elfewhere, after

his death. He alfo mentioned it as what he account-

ed a merciful circumftance of his death, that he
{hould die here. And fpeaking of thefe things, he
faid " God had granted him all his defire j" and
fignified, tliat now he could with the greater alacrity

leave the world.]

Monday, September 28. I was able to read, and
make fome few correftions in my private writings

;

but found I could not write, as I had done ; 1 found
W 2 myfelf

. I'm .

il'iii'

fl
! Ii:

I
M -

!l

tiiiii

r.

*
mr

i
'

i?-A

mm
ill'

iiifj!!!!!!!



( 244 )

xnyfelf fenfibly declining in all refpe^s. It has been'

only from a little while before noon, till about one
or two o'clock, that I have been able to do any thing

for fome time paft : yet this refrefhed my heart, that

I could do any thing, either public or private for

God.
[This evening, he was fuppofed to be dying : he

thought fo himfelf, and was thought fo by thofe who
were about him. He feemed glad at the appearance
of death. He was almoft fpeechlefs, but his lips ap-

peared to move : and one that fat very near him,

heard him utter, " Come, Lord Jefus, come quick-

ly.—O, why is his chariot fo long in coming !"

—

After he revived, he blamed himfelf for having been

too eager to be gone. And in expreffing what he

found in his mind at that time, he faid, he then found

an inexpreffibly fweet love to thofe that he looked

upon as belonging to Chrift, beyond all that ever he

felt before ; fo that it " feemed (to ufe his own words)

like a little piece of heaven to have one of them near

him." And being afked, whether he heard the prayer

that was (at his defire) made with him ; he faid

•* Yes, he heard every word, and had an uncommon
ienfe of the things that were uttered in that prayer,

and that every word reached his heart."

On the evening of Tuefday, September 29, as he

lay in his bed, he feemed to be in an extraordinary

frame ; his mind greatly engaged concerning the

profperity of Zion : there being prefent at that time

two candidates for the minlfiry, he defired us all to

unite in finging a Pfalm on that fubjed, even Zion*s

profperity. And oii his defire we fung a part of the

102d Pfalm. This feemed much to refrefh him, and
gave him new ftrength ; fo that, though before he

could fcarce fpeak at all, now he proceeded, with

fome freedom of fpeech, to give his dying- counfels

to thofe two young gentlemen, relating to that great

work of the miniftry they were defigned for ; and in

particular, earneftly recommended to them frequent

iecret fafling and J>rayer; and enforced his counfel

- '

'
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with regard to this, from his own experience of the

great comfort and benefit c» it ; which (faid he) I

ihould not mention, were it not that I am a dying per-

fon. And after he had finifhed his counfel, he made
a prayer, in the audience of us all ; wherein, befides

praying for this family, for his brethren, and thofe

candidates for the miniftry, and for his own congre-

gation, he earnelUy prayed for the reviving and
nouriihing of religion in the world.

Till now, he had every day fat up part of the day

;

but after this he never rofe from his bed.]

Wednefday, September SO. I was obliged to keep

my bed the whole day, through v/eaknefs. However
I redeemed a little time, and with the help of my bro-

ther, read and correded about a dozen pages in my
M. S. giving an account of my converfion.

Friday, 0(ftober 2. My foul was this day, at turns,

fweetly let on God : 1 longed to be with him, that I

might behold his glory : I felt fweetly difpofed to com-
mit all to him, even my deareft friends, my deareft

flock, and my abfent brother, and all my concerns

for time and eternity. O, that his kingdom might
come into the world ; that they might all love and
glorify him ; and that the blelfed Redeemer might
" fee of the travail of his foul, and be fatisfied ! O,
come, Lord Jefus, come quickly ! Amen."*

[The next evening we much expected his brother

John from New-Jerfey ; it being about a week after

the time that he propofed for his return. And though
our expedlations were ftill difappointed ; yet Mr. Brai-

nerd feemed to continue unmoved, in the fame calm

'

frame, that he had before manifefted ; as having re-

figned all to God, and having done with his friends,

and with all things here below, .

On the morning of the next day, being Lord's-day,

Oftober 4, as my daughter Jerulha, (who chiefly tend-

ed him) came into the room, he looked on her very

W 3 pleafantly,

!|ii

* Here ends his diary : these are the latt luords, that are

written io it, either by liis own band, or from his mouth*

k..-
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pleafantly, and faid, " Dear Jeruflia, are you -vrll-

ling to part with me ?-^I am quite willing to part

witn you ; I am willing to part with all my friends

;

I am willing to part with my dear brother John, al-

though I love him the bell of any creature living ; I

have committed him and all my friends to God, and
can leave them with God. Though, if I thought I

ihould not fee you, and be liappy with you in ano-

ther world, I could not bear to part with you. But
^ve (hall fpend an happy eternity together !"* In the

evening, as one came into the room with a Bible in

her hand, he faid, ** O, that dear book ! that lovely

book ! I fiiall foon fee it opened ! the myfteries that

are in it, and the mylleries of God*s providence, will

be all unfolded."

His diftemper now apparently preyed on his vitals

:

not by a fudden breaking of ukers in his lungs, as at

Bofton, but by a conftant difcharge of purulent mat-

ter, in great quantities ; fo that what he brought up
by expedoration, feemed to be as k were mouthfuls

of

* Since this, it has pleased a holy and sovereign God to

to take away this my dear child by death, on the 14th Fe-

bruary next following, after a short illnes of five days, in the

eighteenth year of her age. She was a person of much the

same spirit with Mr. Brainerd. She had constantly taken care

of, and attended him in his sickness, for nineteen weeks be-

fore his death, devoting herself to it with great delight, be-

cause she looked on him as an eminent servant of Jesus Christ.

In this time, he had much conversation with her on things of

religion ; and in his dying state, often expressed to us, her

parents, his great satisfaction concerning her true piety, and

his confidence that he should meet her in heaven : and his

high opinion of her, not only as a true christian, but a very

eminent saint ; one whose soul was uncommonly fed and en-

tertained with things that appertain to the most spiritual parts

of religion; and one who, by the*. temper of her mind, was
fitted to deny herself for God, and to do good beyond any

young woman that he knew of. She had manifested a heart

uncommonly devoted to God, in the course of her life, many
years before her death ; and said on her death-bed, that *^ she

had not seen one minute for several years, wherein she desired

to live one minute longer, for the sake of any other good in

life, but doing good, living to God, and doing what might be

tor his glory."
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oF almoft clear put ; which was attended with reiy
great inward pain and diilrefs.

On Thurfday, OAober 6, he lay for a confidera-

ble time, as if he was dying. At which time, he
was heard to utter in broken whifpers, fuch expref-

fions as thefe ; " He will come, he will not tarry.

—I (hall foon be in glory.—I (hall foon glorify God
with the angels."—But after fome time he revived.

The next day, viz, Wednefday, Odlober 7, his

brother John arrived from New-Jerfey, where he
Iiad been detained much longer than he intended,

by a mortal ficku'^fs vailing among the chriftian

Indians. Mr. L. .Inert, was refreflied lui feeing

him, and appeared fully fatisHed with the reafons

of his delay ; feeing the intereft of religion and of
the fouls of his people required it.

The next day, Thurfday, October 8. He told me
it was impoflible for any one to conceive the dif-

trefs he felt in his breaft. He manifefted much con-

. cern left he fhould diflionour God by impatience.

He defired that others would be much in lifting up
their hearts to God for him. He fignified, that he
expeded to die that night ; but feemed to fear a
longer delay : and the difpofition of his mind with

regard to death appeared ftill the fame that it had
been all along. And notwithftanding his bodily

agonies, yet the intereft of Zion lay ftill with great

weight on his mind; as appeared by fome con-

fiderable difcourfe he had that evening with the Rev.
Mr. Billing, one of the neighbouring minifters, con-

cerning the great importance of the work of the mi-

niftry. And afterwards, when it was very late in

the night ; he had much difcourfe with his brother

John, concerning his congregation in New-Jerley,

and the intereft of religion among the Indians. In
the latter part of the night, his bodily diftreffes feem-

ed to rife to a greater height than ever ; and he faid

to thofe then about him, that " it was another thing

to die than what people imagined ;" explaining

fcimfelf to xneauy that they were not aware what
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hdily pain and anguifli is undergone befofe deatli.

Towards day, his eyes fixed ; and he continued lying

immoveable, till about (ix o'clock in the morning,

and then expired, on Frid-^y, Odlober 9, 17*7, when
his A^ul was received by his dear Lord and Mafler, as

an eminently faithful fervant, into a ftate of perfec
tion, of holinefs, and fruition of God, which lie had
fo often and fo ardently longed for.

Much refpeft was flie* a to his memory at his

funeral i which was on the Monday following, after

a fermon preached the fame day, on that folemn oc-

cafion. His funeral was attended by eight of the

neighbouring minifters, feventeen other gentlemen

of liberal education} and a great concourfe of peo-

ple.]
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LETTERS
WRITTEN BT

MR. BRAINERD.

To his Brother John, then a Student at Yale-Col-

lege in NeWi^Haven.

Dear Brother

t

Kaunaumeehf jipril S0| 1743*

I
Should tell you, " I long to fee you," but that my
own experience has taught me, there his no hap-

pinefs to be enjoyed in earthly friends^ though ever fo

near and dear, or any other enjoyment that is not

God hirofelf. Therefore,* if the God of all grace would
be pleafed graciouily to afford us each his prefenc^

and grace, that we may perform the work, and en-

dure the trials he calls us to, in a tirefome wilder-

nefs, till we arrive at our journey*s end ; the dif-

tance at which we are held from each other at pre-

fent, is a matter of no great moment. But, alas ! the

prefence of God is what I want. 1 live in the

mod lonely melancholy dcfertt about eighteen miles

from Albany. I board with a poor Scotchman : his

wife can talk fcarce any Englifli. My diet confifts

moftly of hafty-pudding, boiled corn, and bread

baked in the alhes. My lodging is a little heap of

draw,
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'

draw, laid upon fome boards, a little way from the

ground ; for it is a log-room, witliouc any floor, that

1 lodge in. My work is exceeding hard : I travel on

foot a mile and half, the worll of way, almoft daily,

and back again ; for I live fo far from my Indians.-^

I have not feen an Englifh perfon this month.—

-

Thefe and many other circumdances, as uncomfort-

able, attend me ; and yet my fpiritual confllas and

dtftrejfes fo far exceed all thefe, that I fcarce think of

them. The Lord grant that I may be enabled to

•* endure hardnefs, as a good foldier of Jefus Ch: ift
!

"

As to my fuccefs here, I cannot fay much : the In-

dians feem generally well difpofed towards me, and

are moftly very attentive to my inJiru6lions ; two or

three are under fome convtilions i but there feems to

be little of the fpecial workings of the divine Spirit

among them yet ; which gives me mvmy a heart-

fmking hour. Sometimes I hope, God has abundant

bleiliugs in Aore for them and me $ but at other

times I am fo overwhelmed with dillrefs, that I

cannot fee how his dealings with me are confi^lent

with covenant love and faithfulnefs, and I {diyy

** Surely his tender mercies are clean gone for ever.'*

But, however, I fee, 1 needed all this chqftifemenr al-

ready : ** It is good for me," that I have endured

thefe trials. Do not be difcouraged by my diftrefles:

I was under great diftrefs, at Mr. Pomroy's, when I

faw you lafl ; but ** God has been with me of a truth,"

fmce that. But let us always remember, that we
muft through much tribulation enter into God's eternal

kingdom. The righteous are Jcarcely faved : it is an

infinite wonder, that we have hopes of being faved

at all. For my part, I feel the moll vile of any ciea-

ture living ; and I am fure, there is not fuch ano-

ther exiiling on this fide hell.——Now all you can do

for me, is, to pray inceffantly, that God would make
me humble, holy, refigned, and heavenly minded^

by all my trials. " Be ftrong in the Lord, and

in the power of his might." Let us rw«, nvrejlle^ and

fs^tt that we may obtain the ^r/»<?, and obtain that

goroplete
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complete happinefs, to be " holy, as God is holy."

So wifliing and prayinp; that you may advance in

learning and grace, and be Ht for fpecial fervice for

God| I remain
Tour affeQionate Brother

Datid Brainerd.

To his Brotlier John, at Yale-college, in New-Haven,

Dear Brother

^

Kaunaumeei, Dec, 27, 17'^3*

I
LONG to fee you, and know how you fare in your
journey through the world of forrow, where we

are compafTed about with " vanity, confufion, and
vexation of fpirit." I am more weary of life than
ever 1 was. The whole world appears to me like a
vart empty fpace, whence nothing defirable, or at

lead ^tisfadcry, can pofTibly be derived, and I

long, daily to die more and more to it ; even though
I obtained not that comfort from fpiritual things

which I earneftly defire. Worldly pleafures, fuch as

flow from gieatnefs, riches, honours, and fenfual grati*

fications, are infinitely nvorfe than none. May the

Lord deliver us more and more from thefe vanities

!

I have fpent rnoft of the fall and winter in a very
weak ftate of body ; and fometimes under prefling

inward trials, but " having obtained help from God,
1 continue to this day :" and am now fomething

better in health. 1 find nothing more conducive to

a life of Chr'iflianity, than a diligent and faithful im-

provement of precious time. Let us then faithfully

perform that bufinefs, which is allotted us by diving

providence, to the ntmoft of our bodily ftrength and
mental vigour. Why (hould we fink with any par-

ticular trials, and perplexities, we are called to en-

countet
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counter in the world ? Death and eternity are juft be-

fore us ; a few t()iring billows more will waft us

to the world of Ipirits, and we hope (through infi-

nite grace) into endlefs pleafures. Let us then "run

with patience the race that is fet before us." And
O, that we could depend niore upon the living God^

and lefs upon our own wifdom and ftrengih 1-^Dear

brother, may the God ef all grace comfort your heart,

and fucceed your ftudies, and make you an inftru-

ment of good to his people. This is the conftant

prayer of
,

••
" Tour affe3ionate Brother,

»

'
, ' . Pavid Brainer9.

' To his Brother Ifrael, at Haddam.

Kaunaumeei, Jan, 21, 1743-4.

My dear Brother,

—npHERE is but onu thing, that deferves our

X higheft care,; and that is, that we may an-

fwer the great end^ for which we were made, viz* to

glorify that God, who has g%en us our beings and all

our comforts, and do all tl^e good we poflibly can to

our fellow-creatures i while we live in the world : and

verily life is not worth the having, if it be not em-
ployed for this noble end. Yet, ala^, how little is

this thought of ! moft men love to live to themfelves,

without regard to the glory of God, or the good of

their fellow- creatures : they earneftly defire, and
eagerly purfue the riches, honours, and pleafures of

life, as if they really fuppofed that wealth, or great-

nefs, or merriment, could make their immortal fouU

happy, But, alas, what falfe and delufive dreams
are theie ! And how miferable will thcfe ere long be,

who are not awakened out of them, to fecj that all

their happinefs confifts in liviug to Cod, and becoming
« holv,
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^ hcHjt as he is hoiy ! " O, may you tiever fall into

the tempers and vanities, the fenfuality and folly of
the prefent world ! You are left, as it were, alone in

a wide world, to aft for yourfelf ; be fure then to re-
member, it is a world of temptation. You have no
earthly parents to form your youth to piety, by their

examples and feafonable counfels ; let this excite you
with great diligence and fervency to look up to the
Father of mercies for grace and afliftance aeainft all

the vanities of the world. And if you would glorify

God, anfwer his juft expectations from you, and
make your own foul happy in this and the coming
world, obferve thefe few direSions ; though not frc^m

a father, yet from a brother who is touched with a
tender concern for your prefent and future happiaefs.

And,
Firft, Refolve upon, and daily endeavour to

pradtrfe a life of ferioufnefi* Think of the 1 te of
Chrift ; and when you can find that he was piealed

with jefting, then you may indulge it in yourfelf.

Again, Be careful to make a good improvement
of precious time. When you ceafe from labour,

fill up your time in reading* meditation, and pr.iyer %

and while your hands are labouring, let your heart

be employed, as much as poflible, in divine thoughts.

Further, Take heed that you faithfully pertornt

the bufineft you have to do in the world, from a re-

gard to the commands of God. Wt ibould always

took upon ourfelves as God*s fervants, placed in God's
world to do hit work : and accordingly labour faith-

fully for him ; not with a de(ign to erow rich and
great, but to glorify God« and do all the good we
poffibly can.

Again, Never expeft happineft from the world. If

you hope for happinefs 'in the world, hope for it

from God, and not from the world. Do not think

yon (hall be more happy, if you live to fuch or fuch
a ftate of life, if you live to be for yourfelf, to be
fettled in the world, or if you fhould gain an eftate in

It: but look upon it that you ihall then be happy^
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igvhen you can be confiantly employed for God^ and
not for yourfelf ; and defire to. live in the world,

only to do axid fuffer what Gpd allots to you. When
you can be of the fpirit and temper of angels, who
are willing to come down into this lower world, to

perform what God coromands^ them* though their de^

fires are heavenlyf and not in the leaft fet on earthly

things, then you will be of that temper that you
ought to have. «
Once more. Never think that you. can jive to God

by your owoftrength ; but alw;ays look, to, and' rely

on him. for affiftancey yea, for aU ftrengthand grace.

There is no greater irMtk than this, that ** we can

do nothing or ourfelve&,f** yet nothing but our own
experience can effedually teach it to us. Indeed we
are a long time in learning, that all our ftrength and

lalvation is in God* This, is a liff^, tliTX no unconverted

man can live ; yet it is a life that every godly iovX ig

prefllng after. Let it then be your gx^at concern

to devote yourfelf and your all to God^
I long to fee you, that Imay fay much more to you

than I now can, but I defire to commit you to the

Father of mercies^ and God of all graces praying that

you may be directed fa|ely through an evil wot Id, to

Ood's heavenly kingdom*

I^m your ajfeSionate loving brother^

sssss i> I fiiit'nr |lllf^^

To a fpecial Friend.

Forkt ofDelawarey July $1, 1744.

Ertainly the greateft, the nobleft pleafure of

intelligent creatures mud refult from their

acquaintance with the blefTed God, and with their

own immortal fouls. Ai|d 0| how divinely fweet

M



{ 255 )

is it, to look into our own fouls, when t^e can Bn&
all our padions united and engaged in purfiiit after

God, our whole fouls padionately breathing after

a conformity to him, and the full enjoyment of
him ! Verily, there are no hours pafs away with fo

much pleafure, as thofe that are fpent in communing
with God and our own hearts. O, how fweet i»

a fpirit of devotion, a fpirit of ferioufnefs and divine

folemnity, a fpirit of gofpel fimplicity, love, tender-

liefs ! O, how dedrable, and how profitable to the

chriftian life, is a fpirit of holy watcbfulnefs, and
godly jealoufy over ourfelves ; when we are afraid

of nothing fo much as that we Ihall grieve and of-

fend the bleffed God, whom we apprehend, to he
& father and a friend; whom we then love and long
to pleafe ! Surely this is a temper, worthy of the

higheft ambition and clofeft purfuit of intelh'gent

creatures. O, how vaftly fuperior is the peace, and
fatisfa^ion derived from thefe divine frames, to that

which we fometimes purfue in things impertinent and
trifling I our own bitter experience teaches us, that
•* in the midft of fuch laughter the heart is forrowful,'*

and there is no true fatisfa<Aion, but in God.—Buty
alas ! how (hall we obtain and retain this fweet fpirit

of religion? Let us follow the apcftle's diredioUf

Phil. ii. 12, and labour upon the encouragement he
there mentions, for it is God only can afford us this

favour ; arid he will be fought, and it is fit we (hould

wait upon him for fo rich a mercy. O, may the

God of all grace afford us the influences of his Spirit

:

and help us, that we may from our hearts, efteem it

our greateft liberty and happinefs, that " whether
we live, we may live to the Lord, or whether we die,

we may die to the Lord ;" that in life and death,

wiB may be his

!

I am in a very poor ftate of health : but through

divine goodnefs, I am not difcontented : I blefs God
for this retirement : I never was more thankful for

any thing, than L have been of late for the neceifity

I tm un&r of felf-denial : I love to be a pilgrim and
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(hanger in this wildernefs : it feems mod fit for fath

a poor ignorant, worthlefs creature as I. I would

not change my prefent miffion for any other bufinefs

in the whole world. I may tell you freely, God has

of late given me great freedom and fervency in prayer

when I have been fo weak and feeble, my nature

fcemed as if it would fpeedily dilTolve. I feel as if

my all was loft, and I was undone, if the poor Hea-
then be not converted. I feel different from what 1

did when 1 faw you laft, more crucified to all the en*

joyments of life. It would be very refreihing to me,

to fee you here in this defert ; efpecially in my weak
difconfolate hours : but, I could be content never to

fee you, or any of my friends again in this world, if

God would blefs my labours to the converUon of the

poor Indians.

I have much that I could willingly communicate
to you, which I muft omit, till providence gives \»

UftY« to fee each other. In the mean time^ I reft

Tour obligeJfriend and/ervantf

< Da^vu) Brain b|.d.

To his Brother John^ at College.

Cro/weeifungt in NeW'^erfeyf Dee, 2S, 1745L

f^erjf Dear Brother^

I
AM in one continued and uninterrupted hur-

ry ; and divine providence throws fo much
upon me, that I do not fee it will ever be otherwife.

May I *' obtain mercy of God to be faithful to the

death ! " I cannot fay, I am weary of my hurry j I

only want ftren^th and grace to do more for God.
My dear brother. The Lord of heaven^ that has car*

Tied me through many trialsj blefs y,ou} blefs you for

time
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tithe and eternity ; and fit you to do ferVice for hifH

hi his church below, and to enjoy his blifsful pre-

fence in his church triumphant. My brother : " the

lime . is (hort :** O let us fill it up for God ; let us
** count the fufferings of this prefent time" as no-
thing, if we can but " finifli our cnurie with joy.**

O, let us ftrive to live to God. I blefs the Lord, I

have nothing to do with earth, but only to labour
honeftly in it for God, till I (hall << accomplifh as

an hireling my day." 1 do not defire to live one mi-
nute for any thing that earth can afford. O, that I
could live for none but God, till my dying moment I

J am your affedionate brother^

*
/

'
• ' David Braimbrd.

To his Brother Ifrael, at College, written a few
Months before his Death.

My dear Brother^

Bofton, June 30, 1747.

t 4

IT is from the fides of eternity I now addrefs you,
I am heartily forry that I have fo little ftrength

to V write what I long to communicate to you. But
let me tell you, my brother, eternity is another thing

than we ordinarily take it to be. O, how vaft

and boundlefs 1 O, how fi:ved and unalterable !

O ! of what infinite importance is it, that we be
prepared for eternity ! I have been juft dying for more
than a week ; and all around me have thought fo.

But in this time I have had clear views of eternity

:

have feen the bleiTednefs of the godly; and have long-

ed to (hare their happy ftate ; as well as been com-
fortably fatisfied, that I (hall do fo ; but O, what an-

guifh is raifed in my mind, to think of an eternity for

thofe who are Chfipiejsi for thofe who bring their
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ialfe hopes to the grave with them ! The fight was
fo dreadful, I could by no means bear it : my thoughts

recoiled, and I faid, " Who can dwell with ever-

lading burnings ! " O, methought, that I could now
fee my friends, that I might warn them, to fee to it,

that they lay their foundation for ettrntty fure. And
you my dear brother, I have been particularly con-

cerned for : and have wondered I fo much neglected

converfing with you about your fpiritual ftate at our

laft meeting. O, let me befeech you now to examine,

"whether you are indeed a new creature ? Whether the

glory of God has ever been the higheft concern with

you ? whether you have ever been reconciled to all

the perfections of God ? In a word, whether God
has been your portion, and a holy conformity to

him your chief delight ? If you have reafon to think

you are gracelefs, O, give yourfelf and the throne of

grace no reft, till God arife and favq. But if the cafe

ihould be otherwife, blefs God for his grace, and
prefs after holinefs.

O, my dear brother, flee fleflily lu/ls, and the in-

chanting amu/ementif as well as corrupt doBrtnet of

the prefent day ; and ftrive to live to God, Take this a.s.

the laft line from .

•^ * ' Tour affedionate dying hrother%

PaVID B&AINERlh

To a young Gentleman, a Candidate for the Minifltyt

written at the fame time.

Very D^ae Sir,

HOW amazing it is, that the living, who how.
they muft die, (hould notwithftanding "put far

away the evil day," in a feafon of heahh and prof-

ferity ; and live at fu.ch au awful diftaape from the.

gravejt
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grave» and the great concerns beyond it ! And e(pe«

cially> that any whofe minds have been divinely en-
lightened, to behold the important things of eternityf

fhould live in this manner. And yet, Sir, how fre-

quently is this the cafe ? How rare are the inflancei

of thofe who live and adl, from day to day, as on the

verge of eternity : ftriving to fill up all their remain-

ing moments, in the fervice, and to the honour of
their great Majier ? We infenfibly trifle away time>

while we feem to have enough of it $ and are fa

ftrangely amufed, as in a great meafure to lofe a fenfe

of the holinefs, neceflary to prepare us to be inhabi-

tants of the heavenly paradife. But O, dear Sir,

a dying bed, if we enjoy our reafon, will give another

view of things. I have now, for more than three

weeks, lain under the greatefl: weaknefs ; the greater

part of the time, expedling daily and hourly to enter

into the eternal world : fometimes I have been fo far

gone, as to be fpeechlefs for fome hours together.

And O, of what vaft importance has a holy fpiri-

tual life appeared to me to be in this feafon ! J have
longed to call upon all my friends, to make it their

bufmefs to live to God: and efpecially all that are de-

figned for, or engaged in the fervice of the fan<ftuary.

0, dear Sir, do not think it enough, to live at the

rate of common chriftians, Alas, to how little purpofe

do they often converfe, when they meet together

!

The vifits, even of thofe who are called chriitians

indeed, are frequently quite barren ; and confcience

cannot but condemn us for the mifemployment of

time, while we have been converfant with them.

But the way to enjoy the divine prefence, and be

fitted for his fervice, is to live a life of great devotion

and conjlant felf dedication to him; obferving the mo-
tions and difpofitions of our own hearts, whence we
may learn the corruptions that lodge there, and our

conftant need of help from God for the performance

of the leaft duty. And O, dear fir, let me befeech

you frequently to attend the great and precious

duties oi fecretfafiing ^Vid. prayer*

I have
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• 1 have a fecret thought from fome things I have
obferved, that God may perhaps defign yon for fome
fingular fervice in the world. O, then labour to be
prepared and qualified to do much for God. Su£Per

me to entreat you earneftly to " give yourfelf to

prayer, to reading and meditation" on divine truths

:

ftrive to penetrate to the bottom of them» and never

be content with a fuperficial knowledge. By this

means, your thoughts will grow weighty and judici-

ous ; and you thereby will be poiTeiTed of a valuable

treafure, out of which you may produce ** things new
and old,'* to the glory of God.
And now, " I commend you to the grace of God;**

earneftly defiring, that a plentiful portion of the di.

vine Spirit may reft upon you ; that you may live to

God in every capacity, and do abundant for him in

public, if it be his will ; and that you may be richly

qualified for the ** inheritance of the faints in light.**

I fcarce expert to fee your face any more in the

body ; and therefore entreat you to accept this as the

laft token of love, from
', ,*.-.»

Tourjtncerely affectionate dyingfriendf <

^ ' David BaAiNfiRDk

To his Brother John, at Bethel, the Town of Chrif-

tian Indians in New-Jerfey, written at Bofton> be«>

fore his Death.

"

DearBrc,bn,

I
AM now juft on the verge of eternity^ expefting

very fpeedily to appear in the unleen world. 1
feel myfelf no more an inhabitant on earth, and fome-

times earneftly long to ** depart and be with Chrift."

I blefs God> he has for fome years given me an abid<i>

ing
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ing convl^ion, that it is impodible for any ratiotiaV

creature to enjoy true happinefs without being entire-

ly " devoted to him." Under the influence of this

conviftion I have in fome meafure a<fled : O, that

1 had done more fo ! I faw both the excellency and
iieceffity of hoHnefs ; but never in fuch a manner as

now, when 1 am juft brought to the fides of the

grave. O, my brother, purfue after holinefs : prefs

towards the bleffed mark ; and let your thirfty foul

continually fay, « I {hall never be fatisHed till I

awake in thy likenefs.**

And now, my dear brother, as I mud prefs you to

purfue after perfonal holinefs, to be as much in fajiing

and prayer as your health will allow, and to live

above the rate of common chrijliam : fo I muft entreat

you to attend to your public work : labour to diftin«

guiih between true and falfe religion ; and to that

end» watch the motions of God's Spirit upon your
own heart; look to him for help, and impartiaUj
compare your experience with his word.

Charge my people in the name of their dying mi'

njfterf . yea, in the name of him who was dead and it

olivet to live and walk as becomes the gofpel. Tell

them, how great the expe^ations of God and his

people are nom. them, and how awfully they will

wound God's caufe, if they fall into vice : as well as

fatally prejudice other poor Indians. Always infifty

that their joys are delufive, although they may have
been rapt up into the third heavens, unlefs the maiA
tenour of their lives be Spiritual, watchful and holy.

In prefling thefe things, *< thou (halt both fave thj-

felf, and thofe that hear thee."

—

God knows, I was heartily willing to have ferved

him longer in the work of the miniftry, although it

had ftill been attended with all the labours and hard*

Jhips of paft years, if he had feen fit that it fhould be

fo: but as his will now appears otherwife, I am
fully content, and can with the utmoft freedom fay,

« The will of the Lord be done." It aflGefts me, to

think of leaving you in a world of fin : my heart pi-

ties

i!

1;
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tttis you» that thofe (lorms and tempefts are yet be-

fore you, which through grace I am almoft deli,

vered from : but " God fives, and blefled be my
Rock :*' he is the fame Almighty friend ; and will,

I truft, be your guide and helper^ as he has been
inine.

And now, my dear brother, <* I commend you to

God and to the word of his grace, which is able ta

build you up, and give you inheritance amonc; all

them diat are fandtified.'* May you enjoy the divine

prefence, both in private and public ; and may
** the arms of your hands be made ftrong, by the

right hand of the mighty God of Jacob 1
** Which ar«

the paflionate defires and prayers of

Tow qffe^lonati dying hrothe^i
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SOME REFLECTIONS

AKir

OBSERVATIONS

ON THE P&BCIOINO

MEMOIRS OF Mr. BRAINERB.

I

ill"

I

li XTET" E have here an opportunity* in a, very

VV lively inflanecf to fee the nature of true re^

llglon; and the manmr of its operation when exempli-

fied, in a. high degree and: powerful exercife^ Parti-

cularly it m^y be obferved,

1. How greatly Mr Brainerd's religion differed

from tnat of fome pretenders to faving converfion g

who depending on that, fettle in a cold, carelefs,

and carnal frame of mind, and in a negledb of the

thorough earned religion. Although his convi^ionn

and converfion were in all refpeAs exceeding clear^

yet how far was he from a<£ting as though he thought
he had got through his wori, when once he had obtained

comfort and fatisfadiou of his intereft in Chrift ?

On the contrary, that work on his heart, by which
he was brought to this, was with him but the begins

ning of his work, his firft entering on the great bufi-

nefs of religion, his firft fetting out in his race. His
obtaining reft in Chrift, after earneft ftriving to en-

ter in at the ftrait gate, he did not look upon as

putting an end to any further occafion for ftriving

and violence in religion : but theie were continued^

aad

II
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tfid maintained conftantly, through all changes, t*

the very end of life. He continued preflinc; for-

ward, forgetting the things that were behind, and
reaching forth towards the things that were before.

His pains and earneftnefs in religion were rather in-

creafed than diminifhed, after he had received fatis-

fa^ion concerning the fafety of his (late. Thofe di-

vine principles, love to God, and longings after ho-

linefs, was more effedual to enG;age h:ni to pains and
adlivity in religion, than the fear of hell had been
before.

And as his converfion was not the end of his work»
or of his diligence and drivings in religion ; fo nei-

ther was it the end of the work of the Spirit of God oa
his heart : but on the contrary, the beginning of that

work ; the fird dawning of the light, which thence-

forward increafed more and more ; the beginning of

his holy affections, his forrow for fm, his love to

God, his rejoicing in Chrift, his longings after holi-

nefs. And the powerful operations of the Spirit of

God herein, were carried on, from the day of his

converfion, to his dying day. His religious experi-

ence, his admiration, joy, and praife, did not only

hold for a few days, weeks, or months, while hope
and comfort were new things with him ; and then

gradually die nway, till they came to leave him
without any fwifible experience, or holy and divine

affedlions, for months together \ as it is with many,
who after the newnefs of things is over, foon come
to that pafs, that it is again with them much as it is

ufed to be before their fuppofed converfion, with re-

fpeft to any prefent views of God's glory, or ardent

out-goings of their fouls after divine objefts ; but
only now and then they have a comfortable reflection

on times pafl ; and fo red eafy, thinking all well

:

they have had a good clear work, and they doubt not

but they fhall go to heaven when they die. How far

otherwife was it with Mr. Brainerd, than it is with

i\ich perfons I His experiences, inftead of dying away,
were evidently of an itlcreafing nature. His first

love.
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love, and other holy affedlions, even at the beg1nnin|f

were very great ; but after months and years, be-
came much greater, and more remarkable ; and the

ipiritual exercifes of his mind continued exceeding^

great, (though not equally fo at all times,) without

remiifnefsi and without dwindling and dying away*
even till his deceafe. They began in a time of ge-
neral deadnefs, and were ereatly increafed in a time
of general reviving of religion. And when religion

decayed again, and a general deadnefs returned, hit

experiences were Aill kept up in the! height, and fo

continued to be, in a general courfe wherever he wasy

in ficknefs and in health, living and dying. The
change that was wrought in him at his converfion^

was agreeable to fcripture repreientations, a great

change, and an abiding change, rendering him a
new man, a new creature : not only a change as

to hope and comfort ; and a tranfient change, con-

fiding in pafling affedlions ; but a change of naiure^

a change of tiie abiding habit and temper of his

mind. Not a partial change, merely in point of opi-

nion, or outward reformation, much lefs a change
from one error to another, or from one fin to another:

but an univerfal change, both internal and external,

from the habits and ways of fin, to univerfal holinefs.

It appears plainly, from his converfion to his deaths

that the great objeft of the new fenfe of his mind,
the new appetites given him in his converfion, and
thenceforward maintained and increafed in his heart,

was HOLINESS, conformity to God, living to God,
and glorifyinjr him. This was what drew his heart

;

this was the centre of his foul ; this was the ocean

to which all the dreams of his religious affedions

tended : this was the object that engaged his eag^
defires and earned purfaits : he knew no true excel-

lency or happinefs, but this : thi.-i was what he longed

for moft vehemently and conftantly on earth ; and this

was with him the beauty and bleffednefs of heaven—
to be perfeftly holy, and perfeflly exercifed in the

Y holy

\

!
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holy eftiplojments of heaven : to glor'T;;- Cod, and
eri'>y him for ever.

iiis religious affed^ions were attcnci c> uith evait'

gelical humiliation ; confiding of a fenie of his own
infufficiency, dcfpicablenefs, and odioufnefs. How
deeply affedled was he almoft continually with his

great defers in religion ; with his vaft diftance from
that fpirituality that became him ; with his ignorance,

pride, deadnefs, unfteadinefs, barrennefs ? He was
Slot only afFeded with the remembrance of his for-

mer finfulnefs, but with the fenfe of his prefent

vilenefs and pollution. He was not only difpofed to

think meanly of himfelf as before God^ and in com-
parifon of him ; but amongft men, and compared
with them. He was apt to think other faints better

than he ; yea, to look upon himfelf as the meaneft

and lead of faints ; yea, very often as the vileft and
word of mankind. And notwithftanding his great

.attainments in fpiritual knowledge, yet we find there

is fcarce any thing he is more frequently abafed withy

than his ignorance.

How eminently did he appear to be of a meek and
^uiet fpirit, refemblinjir the lamb-like, dove-like Spi-

rit of Chrifl I how full of love, meeknefs, quietnefs,

forgivenefs, and mercy ! his love was not merely

fondnefs for a party, but an univerfal benevolence

;

often exercifed in the mod fehfible and ardent love

to his greated oppofers and enemies. His love and
meeknefs were not outward padion and Ihew^ but

painful deeds of love and kindnefs ; readily con*

feding faults under the greated trials, and humbling
himfelf even at the feet of thole from whom he had
fufiered mod : and from time to time praying for his

Qfiemies, abhorring t)^ thoughts of bictq;nefs and
refentment towards them. I fcarce know where to

look for a parallel indance of felf-denial, in thefe

refpedls, in the prefent age. He was a perfon of

great zeal ; but bow did he abhor a bitter zeal, and
tament it where he faw it ! and though he was once

drawn into fome degree of it, by the force of ex-

ampler
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smple ; yet how did he go about with a heart bruifcd

and broken in pieces for it all his life after

!

Of how /oft and tender a fpirit was he i How far

were his experiences, hopes, and joys, from a ten-

dency to lelien conviAion and tendernefs of confci-

ence, to caufe him to be lefs affeAed with prefent

and pad fins, and lefs confcientious with refpetSt to

future fins, more eafy in the negleft of duties that

are troublefome and inconvenient, lefs apt to be
alarmed at his own defedls and tranfgrcdions, more
eaiily induced to a compliance with carnal appetites !

On the contrary, how tender was his confcience 1

how apt wai his heart to fmite him ! how greatly was
he* Alarmed at the appearance of evil 1 how great

and conftant was his jcaloufy over his own heart

!

how (IriA his care and watchfulhefragaind fin ! how
deep and fenfible were the wounds that fin made in

his confcience ! thofe evils that are generally ac-

counted fmall, were almolt . an infupportablp, burJi^'i

to him ; fuch as his inward deficiencies, his having
no more love to God, finding within himfclf any
flacknefs or dulnefs, any unfteadinefs, or wandering
frame of mind, how did the confideration of fuch

things as thefe abafe him,, and fill him with fliame

and confufion ! his love and hope, though they were
fuch as cad out a fervile fear of hell, yet were at*

tended with, and promoted reverential filial fear of

God, a dread of fin, and of God's holy difpleafure.

His joy feemed truly to be rejoicing with trembling.

His afiurance and comfort promoted and maintained

mourning for fin : holy mourning with him, was
not only the work of an hour or a day, at his firft

converfion ; but he was a mourner for fin all his

days. He did not, after he received fatisfadlion of
the forgivenefsr of his fins, forget his paft fins, that

were committed before his converfion ; but the re-

membrance of them from time to time, revived

his heart with renewed grief: and how laftingly

did the fins committed after his converfion, afifed and
break his heart ! if he did any thing whereby he

Y2 thought
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thought he had in any refpedl difhonoureJ God, he
has never done with calling it to mind with forrow i

though he was aiTured that God had forgiven it,

yet he never forgave himfelf. And his prefent flns,

that he daily found in himfelfi were an occaAon of

daily forrow of heart.

His religion was not like a blazing meteor, flying

through the firmament with a bright train, and then

quicicly going out ; but like the fteady lights of hea-

ven, that are conftant principals of light, though
fometimes hid with clouds. Nor hke a land-flood^

which flows far and wide, with a rapid ftream, bear-

ing down all before it, and then dried up ; but like

a ftream fed Ly living fprings ; which though fome-
times increafed and at other times diminilhed, yet

is a conjiaatJiream,

Mr. Brainerd's comforts were not like thofe of
fome other perfons, which are attended with a fpi-

jilnal fatiety, and put an end to their religious de-

llres and longings, at leall to the ardency of them;
reiUng fatisfied, as having obtained their chief end,

which is to extinguifli their fears of hell. On the

contrary, how were they always attended with long-

ings and thirftings after greater degrees of conformity

to God ! And the greater and fweeter his comforts

were, the moie vehement were his defires after holi-

nefs. For his longings were not fo much after joy-

ful difcoveries of God*s love ; as after greater fpiri-

tuality, an heart more engaged for God, to love,

and exalt, and depend upon him : an ability better

to ferve him, to do more for his glory. And his

defires were powerful and effectual, to animate him
to the earneft, eager purfuit of thefe things. His
comforts never put an end to his feeking after God,
but greatly engaged and enlarged him therein.

His religion did not confift only in experhnce,

without praSke, All his comforts had a dired ten-

dency to pra<Jlice ; and this, not merely a pra(5lice

negatively good, but a praftice poftively holy and
chriftiauy in a ferious, devout, humble, meek, mer-

ciful,
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cifiil, charitable, and beneficient converfution ; mak.
ing the fervice of God, and our Lord Jefus Chrift,

the great bufinefs of life, which he purfued with the

greateft earneftnefs and diligence to tlie end of his

days.

II. The foregoing account may afford matter of
convidion, that there is indeed fuch a thing as true

experimental reUgiony ariHng from immediate divine in-

fluences, fupernaturally enlightenriirg and convinc-
ing the mind, and powerfully quickening, fandify-

ing, and governing the heart ; which religion is in-

deed an amiable thing, of happy tendency, and of
no hurtful confequence to human fociety ; notwith-

ilanding there have been many pretences to expert*

mental religion, that have proved to be nothing but
enthujiafm.

If any infift, that Mr. Brainerd's religion was^».
thuftafm^ I would afk, if fuch things as thefe are the

fruits of enthufiafm, Ws. honefty and (implicity,

imcere and earneft defires and endeavours, to knovr

and do whatever is right, and to avoid every thing

that is wrong ; an high degree of love to God, plac-

ing the happinefs of life in him; not only in con-

templating him, but in being adive in pleating, and
ierving him ; ; a firm and undoubting belief in the

'

Meffiah, as the Saviour of the world ; together with
great love to him, delight and complacency in the

way of falvation by him, and longing for enlarge-

ment of his kingdom : uncommon refignation to the

will of God, and that under vaft trials ; univerfal

benevolence to mankind, reaching all forts of per-

fons without diftindion, manifeflied in fweetnefs of
fpeech and behaviour, kind treatment, mercy, libe-

rality, and earneli feeking the good of the fouls and
bodies of men ; attended with extraordinary humi-
lity, meeknefs, forgivenefs of injuries, and love to

enemies ; a modeft, difcreet, and decent deporrrTi:ent,

among fuperiors, inferiors, and equals; a iiiigcnt

improvement of time, and earneft care to loie no
|.vart of it s great watchfulncfs againft all forts of An,

[»-
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of heart, fpeech, and aflion : and the foregoing ami-
able virtues all ending in a marvellous peace, un-
moveable calmnefs, and refignation, in the fenfible

approaches of death: I fay, if all thefe things are

the frnits of tnthufiafm, why fliould not enthufiafm

be thought a defirable and excellent thing \

And whereas there are many who are not profefled

oppofers of what is called experimental religion^ who
yet doubt of the reality of it, from the had lives of

fome profeflbrs ; and are ready to determine that

there is nothing in all the talk about being ham agatn^

brought to Chrt/l, &c. becaufe many that pretend to

thefe things manifeft no abiding alteration in their

difpolition and behaviour ; are as carelefs, carnal,

or covetous as ever ; yea, fome much worfe than

ever; it is acknowle(|ged, that 'this is the cafe with

fome ; but by the dl-eceding account they may fee

it is not fo with all.: There are fome indifputable

inftances of fuch a change, a " renovation of the

fpirit of the mind," and a " walking in newnefs of

life.** In the foregoingf inftance particularly, they

may fee the abiding influence of fuch a work of con-

verfion ; the fruits of fuch experience through a
courfe of years ; under a great variety of circum-

ilances, and the bleiled event of it in life and death.

III. Is there not much in the preceding memoirs
to teach, and excite to duty, us who are called to

the work of the miniflry ? What a deep fenfe had
he of the greatnefs and importance of that work, and
with what weight did it lie on his mind ! how fenfi-

ble was he of his own infufficiency for this work ; and
how great was his dependence on God*s fufficiency

!

how felicitous, that he might be fitted for it ! and
to this end, how much time did he fpend in prayer

and falling, as well as reading and meditation ; giv"

tng himfelf to thefe things ! how did he dedicate his

whole hfe, all his powers and talents to God ; and
forfake and renounce the world, with all its pleafing

and enfnaring enjoyments, that he might be wholly

at liberty, to ferve Chrift in this work j and to

"pleafd
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<< pleafe him who had chofen him to be a foldier,

under the Captain of our falvation !
*' With what

folicitude, folemnity, and diligence did he devote

himfelf to God our Saviour and feek his prefence

and blefTing, at the time of his ordination ! and how
did his whole heart appear to be conftantly eiigaged»

his whole time employed, and his whole ftrength

fpent in the bufmefs he then undertook ! And his

hiftory (hews us the right way to fuccefs in the work
of the miniftry. He fought it as a refolute foldier

feeks vi^ory, in a liege or battle ; or as a man that

runs a race for a prize. Animated with love to

Chrift and fouls, how did he " labour always fer-

vently," not only in word and dodtrine, in public

and private, but in prayers day and night, ** wreftling

with God" in fecret, and " travailing in birih,"

with unutterable groans and agonies, " until Chrift

were formed" in the hearts of the people to whc»m
he was fent ! How did he thirft for a blefling on his

minidry ; and " watch for fouls as one that muft

li

rive account !" How did he " sro forth in the

itrcngth of the Lord God ;" depending on a fpecial

inlluence of the Spirit to affift him ! and what was
the happy fruit at laft, thougli after long waiting,

and many difcouraging appearances ! Like a true fon

of Jacob, he perfevered in wreftling, x ntil the break-

ing of the day.

IV. The foregoing account ma/ aftb d inftrudion

to chrijiians in general ; as it Ihews, in many refpe(5ls,

the right way of praSliftng religion, m orde *o ob-

tain the ends of it ; or hov. chrii^iars fhould
<* run the race fet before them,'' if they would not
** run as uncertainly," but would honour God in

the world, adorn their profelfion, be ferviceable to

mankind, have the comforts of religion while they

live, be free from difquieting doubts ; enjoy peace

in the approach of death, and ** finifh their courfe

with joy." In general, he nmch recomm^/ded,
for this purpofe, the redemption of timC) an4 gre .t di-

ligence in luatchjulnefu

And

I
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And his example and fuccefs with regard to one
duty in fpecialy may be of great ufe to both minifters

and private chriftians : I mean the duty of fecret

fading. The reader has feen how much Mr. Brai-

nerd recommends this duty, how frequently he ex-

ercifed liimfelf in it, and of what great benefit it evi.

dently was to his foul. Among all the days he fpent

in fecret fafting and prayer, there is fcarce an in-

ftance of one, ^ut what was attended with appa-
rent fuccefs, and a remarkable blefling, in fpeciaL

incomes and confolations of God's fpirit. But it

mud be obferved, that when he fet about this duty
he did it in good earned ; ** ftirring up himfelf to

take hold of God," and " continuing inftant in

prayer." with much of the fpirit of Jacob, who faid

to the angel, " i will not let thee go, except thou
blefs me."

V. One thing more may be obferved in the pre-

ceding account of Mr. Brainerd ^r and that is the

remarkable difbofal of divine providence, with refpe^

t" ii,": cir,. ft/, ^css Oi his la.^ JScine/s and death,

' nough ;:^ had been long infirm, his conftitution

being much broken by his fatigues and hardfliips

;

and though he was often brought very low by ill-

nefs, yn his life was preferved, till he had feen that

whi6h he had fo long and greatly defired^ a glorious

work of grace among the Indians.

And though it was the pleafure of God, that he
ihould be taken off from his labours among that peo-

ple, who were fo dear to him ;, yet this was not be-

fore they were well inftru6ted in the chriftian reli-

gion, confirmed and fixed in the chriftian faith and
manners, formed into a church ; brought into a good
way with refpeft to the education of children ; col-

lected in a town by themfelves, on a good piece of

land of their own ; and introduced into the way of

living by hufbandry. Thefe things were but juft

brought to pafs by his indefatigable application, and
then he was taken off from his work. If this had
been but a little fooner, they would by no means

bavei
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have been prepared for fuch a difpenfation ; and it

probably would have been more to their fpiritual in-

tereft, and of the caufe of chrilUanity among them.
The time and circumftances of his illnefs were fo

ordered, that he had juft opportunity to finiih his

journal. A foundation was hereby laid for a con-

cern in others for that caufe, and proper care and.
meafures to be taken for the maintaining it after his

death. As it has adlually proved to be of great be-

nefit in this refpeit ; it having excited many in thofe

parts, and alfo more diftant parts of America, to ex-

ert themfelves for the promoting fo glorious a work,
remarkably opening their hearts and hands : and
not only in America, but in Great Britain, where that

Journal has been an occafion of fome large benefac-

tions, made for the promoting the intereft of chrif-

tianity among the Indians.

He was not taken off from the work of the mi-
niftry among his people, till his brother was in a ca-

pacity and circumftances to fucceed him in his care of
them : who fucceeds him in the like fpirit, and under
whofe prudent and faithful care his congregation has

flourilhed, and been very happy, lince he left them ;

and probably could not have been fo well provided for

otherwife. If Mr. Brainerd had been difabled fooner,

his brother would by no means have been ready to ftand

up in his place ; having taken his firft degrees at col-

lege but about that very time that he waS feized with

this vci-y fatal confumption.

Though in that winter that he lay fick at Dr. Dik-
infon's in Elifabeth-Town, he continued for a long

time in an extremely low ftate, fo that his life was
almoft defpaired of, and his ftate was fbmetimes fuch

that it was hardly expeded he would live a day to

an end
; yet his life was I'pared a while longer ; he

lived to fee his brother arrived in New-Jerfey, being

come to fucceed him in the care of his Indians ; and
he himfelf had opportunity to affift in his examination

and introduction into his bufinefs : and to commit rha

conduft of his dear people to one whom he well kn«jw,

and
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and could put confidence in, and ufe freedom with in

giving him particular inftruftions and charges, and
under whofe care he could leave his congregation with
great chearfulnefs.

The providence of God was remarkable in fo or*

dering of it, that before his death he (hould take a
journey into New-England, and go to Bollon j which
was, in many refpeAs, of very great and happy con-

fequences to the intereft of religion, and efpecially

among hi" own people. By this means, it has been
obferved, he was brought into acquaintance with
many perfons of note and influence, minifters, and'

others, belonging both to the town aaid various parts

of the country ; and had opportunity under the beft

advantages^ to hear a teftimony for God and true,

religion.

The providence of God v/as obfervaMe in hts go.
ing to Bollon at a time when not only the honoura*

ble commiflloners were feeking miiTionaries to the

Six Nations, but jufl after his journal, which gives

an account of his kbours and luccefs among the In-

dians, had been fpread «it Bofton ; whereby his name
was known, and the mii^s of ferious people were
well prepared to receive hn; perfon, and the tefti-

tnony he there gave for God ; to exert themfelves

for the upholding and promoting the intereft cf reli*.

gion in his congregation, and among ft the Indiana

clfewhere ; and to regard his judgment concerning

the qualifications of miflionaries. If he had gone
there the fall before, (when he had intended to

have made his journey into New-England, but was
prevented by a fudden great increafe of his illnefs)

it would mi^ have been likely to have been to fo good
effeft ; aikd alfo if he hdd not been unexpe^edly de-

tained in Bofton ; for when he went from my houfe,

he intended to make but a very fliort flay there ; but

Divine Providence by his being brought fo low there,

detained him long 5 thereby to make way for the ful-

filling his owh gracious defigns.

Thus, although it was the pleafure of God, that

he ihould be taken away from his congregation ; yet
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it was granted to faixn, that before he died he fliould

fee them well provided for every way : he faw them
provided for with one to inftrudt diem, and take

care of their fouls ; his own brother, whom he could
confide in: he faw a good foundation laid for the

iupport of the fchool among them : thofe things that

before were wanting in order to its bein? fupplied;

and he had alfo opportunity to leave all his dying
charges with his fuccefibr in the paftoral care of his

people, and by him to fend his dying counfels to

them.
Another thing, wherein appears the merciful dif-

pofal of Providence, was, that he did not die in the

wildernefs, among the favages, at Kaunaumeek, or

the Forks of Delaware, or at Sufquehannah : but in

A place where his dying behaviour might be obferv-

«d, and feme account given for the benefit of fur*

vivors : and alfo where care might be taken of him
in his ficknefs, and proper honours done him at his

death.

I would not conclude my obfervations on the mer-
ciful circumftances of Mr. Brainerd's death, without
acknowledging with thankfulnefs, the gracious did
penfations of Providence to me and my family in

fo ordering, that he (though the ordinary place of
his abode was more than two hundred miles diftant)

ihould be cafl hither to my houfe, in his lad ficknefs,

and ihould die here : fo that we had opportunity for

much acquaintance and converfation with him, and
to Ihew him kindnefs in fuch circumftances, and to

fee his dying behaviour, to hear his dying fpeeches»

to receive his dying counfels, and to have the benefit

of his dying prayers. May God in infinite mercy
grant, that ve may ever retain a proper remembrance
of thefe things, and make a due improvement of the

advantages we have had ! The Lord grant alfo, that

the foregoing account may be for the fpiritual benefit

of all that read it, and prove a happy means <& pro*

iBoting true religion in the irorld ! Amen.
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